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TO THE 



REV. TIMOTHY STONHOUSE, M. A. 



OF ORIEL COLLEGE, OXPOED, 



THIS UTTLE VOLIJME 



IS INSCRIBED 



AS A MARK OF PARENTAL REGARD, 



BY HIS 



AFFECTIONATE FATHER, 



JAMES STONHOUSE. 



In the Monthly Review for April, 1798, The Sick 
Man's Friend is thus noticed : 

The writer of this useful maMi^ £3 ahready known to the world 
as the author of several pieces on subjects of practical religion 
and morality, which are judiciously adapted to promote a spirit 
of pitty.acnong; the lower cl^s^e^ 4»f mankipd. fie speaKs of this 
work, on account of his declining ^ears, as his last attempt to 
serve the interest of religion ; and both in the design and execu- 
tion, it is worthy of its pious and benevolent author, and cannot 
fail of being highly acceptable* to religious readers. It contains 
much excellent advice, both to the sick, and to those who attend 
upon them, and provides meditations and devotional exercises for 
persons of every ch wacter and 4tondition; especially in a time of 
sickness. 



Also the following Character is given of it in a Letter 
£rom a Gentleman to his Friend, who permitted the 
insertion of it here : 

There is no book I am so often reading as this. It always lies 
on my table ; it has been my companion in travelling ; it is by my 
bedside in sickness. I can read a little in this when I can read 
nothing else. It is therefore a very useful manual lo me, and will 
be so, I apprehend, to every sincere Christian, being, as it were, 
the anatomy of the heart. It will fiirBish excellent materials for 
addressing the conscience, fb^ directing any one to judge of his 
own spiritual state, and for conversing with others experimentally, 
which is the very life and soul of Christian conversation. It more- 
(fver re<|i|ire||s 6xl)e.rkpe^edly'rea4,with much attention, and fre- 
quent reflection, in order to become well acquainted with the va- 
riety of important matter it contains ; and it should be familiar- 
ized to the mind of every reader, till he is wrought up by it to 
some degree of that temper, which it was evidently designed to 
promote. 
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This volume of iristrliction 2(nd Cohsolation' 
was intended to be a spiritual Assistant in 
health, .and a feithful friend ift sickness ; and, 
as there h now a demand for ana;ther editionf, 
I have revised it, and 6ndeavouferf, by s6ine 
alterations and additions, tot, render it' less 
unworthy a tuttKet reception." . 

Iri the preface to the first edition, pilb- 
Iishecf4h fcch, 1788, I acknovi^Iedged, that 
in tb^ Cbiirseof the'vt^oi'k I had extracted iProm 
diflfe relit writers such passages, ^s I thought 
most 'c6ndubive to my purpose. I observed 
likewise, that a& my appearance m the' pulpit-, 
my attendance on the sick, and life itself, 
drew hear a conclusion, I thought I could 
not employ'soiiie. of jnj^ time mpr^'. Usefully 
than In such d publioatiotl^ which was' rfealfy 
much watited, as there were but few treatises 
oh the subject: and even these did* notVap^- 
pear to me stimcieiitly to ansjVer the etids. 
I wished' the'refpre'to see a design of/ this na- 
ture executed iiidfe fully, wbicH t haVe hefeiii 
attetnpted.' ^ •' " " i • . • 
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It is a great satisfaction to me that it has 
been so well received by the publie, and that 
it has been useful not only to the sick, and to 
some of their attendants, but particularly to 
my own son, and to others of the younger 
clergy, who have not been much conversant 
in the important duty of talking on spiritual 
subjects either with the sick, or others. 

To be regardless of a future state, and un- 
mindful of a sick bed, is, I fear, a common 
and fatal mistake ; for we are all too apt to 
put such thoughts far from us. To avoid 
therefore this dangerous rock, on which so 
many have split, and shipwrecked their hopes 
of heaven, I must observe, that there is an 
habitual and an actual preparation for death 
and eternity. The habitual preparation is pro- 
viding " oil for our lamps,*' or grace for our 
souls ; and is the business of our whole lives 
in the days of health and vigour. The actual 
preparation is " the trimming of our lamps," 
or the exercise of these graces ; and this is 
particularly expected from us in the time of 
sickness, and at the hour of death. 

It is much to be wished, that mankind in 
general were more desirous of the good of- 
fices of Ministers, and of others, who are 
seriously disposed, than they too generally ap- 
pear to be. . Some however, especially sinners 
under conviction, and real Christians, are very 
thankful for them. Now in order to suggest 
a few leading circumstances, by which others 
may be benefited, I have proposed several 
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Helps for >seiffex0riinattiDn^ by wMoh tlmt 
cousciffneBs naajs be searched ekHer bf them** 
$el¥te^ theit Ministdrs; oif otbeisit I haye 
sn^gestdd: ymttms cfohsol&laoittj ) and I : hanio 
ad«bd .suitable Pray^ftof these Hfelp^ for oon^ 
m-saiidn^ wfadefa miijr. be f li^' la^ . diffesenfl 
timesy as the • qccsusiob i abalL require i Spirit* 
taal CDmepsaticm^ Whetbev widi -sitoh^as ar^ 
in^siokn^ss^ or in health^ sbmilel fcefoeDtly be 
variedjaceoodiiig to^ theiff different di^paritionsi 
Ijhetjfaeada jof ihtso cbnTferaations were moM 
ef them orignialljr penned frcon time to time 
by! way I of QfieiBDiaodunx after' the first yiait 
had been paid; and ahteirdd auiiable to . the 
jfttrBOoi L altendedl. The diseretioa of: the 
Minister^ or of :any odier^ who coaiverses on 
tpiiitilarb subjects^ mqat/ sfupply wr h a tem fc de^ 
fieisainesrhe ina^ here/ fin^ ; for i^^isiimpraotW 
eaUe rtd) jMfdioribe be}f)9^ or devise) an^ me^ 
thodpufhinli shall answer siU: the emfai^encids 
ralative io ^thioT'iMck} or to.apy other' person^ 
with whom we may bfe required to ' converse 
te' tl|e^state^ of the soul,' and * ^^ the/ tbiiigs 
'*^^ which acooittpMjy salvatrori." (Hcfe-.vi. 9*) 
1 1 AiH' aware of the f^Uy andj«langeF':of| en^ 
deaTO]dHrviigi to dmeofte- the • socb^ bj^k soioMh 
discoiu^se ion a^&Isel'fouBdatkm'; tvhkih^ivas 
so .' much ihb fffactioe ^ o£ the ; Jewish ) piidsls^ 
thatGodjdedsffed by the piopkelrJeremiadi; 
*^ they have healed the hurt of the^ daughter 
" of t^ipel4)l€rslfgiiiry; paying. Peace, peace, 
'* when there is no peace." (Jer. vi, 14.) 
This practice is too prevalent jin our days. 



Some who visit the siok are more soli- 
citous to please than to profit them, and 
to gain the good word of the by-atanders, 
than to run the risk of incurring their cen- 
sure ; which they probably might do, were 
they to search the heart deeply^ and to be 
&ithful in the discharge of so important a 
duty. I have therefore addressed myself closely 
to the conscience in a plain and practical 
manner ; knowing that a declaration of sim- 
ple and unaffected truth is the best proof of 
our regard for any one with whom we con- 
verse on his spiritual concerns; especially 
with the sick, or dying. 

I am very sensible of the imperfections of 
what is here submitted to the public eye; 
yet there are none, I hope, so great, hut what 
will be overlooked, when it is considered, 
that the only motive for its publication was 
the good of my fellow-creatures, particularly 
of some of my parishioners, when T can no 
longer be thdr instructor. 

I have now within a few months completed 
my seventy-eighth year. May this my last at- 
tempt as an author be blessed, and afford help 
and comfort to many, who may seriousty read 
it under the various calamities of life, and 
fortify them and myself, especially on the 
bed of sickness, and at the hour of death. 

JAMES STONHOUSE, 

Hot^Wells^ near Bristol^ 
March ?0, I? 94, 
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HELPS 



POR 

'CONVERSATION* WITH THE SICK, 

« 

OR OTHERS. 



N. 6. llie cotisiderations here suggested have prin- 
cipally a reference to the sick^ and are addressed' to 
them tinder thtft circumstance ; yet^ allowing in par- 
ticular passages for this necessary mode of expression, 
they may with equal propriety be applied to the use of 
the generality in their spiritual concerns. 
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oje:n£»al observations on the visitation 

OF the sick. 

Prepmratory Helps for one who visits the Sick, and ant'- 
"verses spiriiually with, others. 

^OME preparation before such on one visits the 
sick is very proper: he should therefore consider 
what kind of conversation is likely to be most ne^ 
^ cessary and suitable to ^he person he visits *. 

It would he advisable to have in readiness a col- 
lection of Scripture expressions^^idapted to the sup- 
port and comfort of the afflicted^ which may easily 

* Monsieur Ostervald (a French Protestant Minister, and Pro- 
fessor of l>ivini<y at Neiifchatel, in Switzerland) "has well observed, 
that it is something stiange that Minist^s should take so much 

I care to prepalre their diacourfles for the pulpit, and teke so little 
<^3^ to prepare for what they should say to the sick, or how to 
conduct their visits to them, though it is one of the most difficult 
^*d most importai^t offices in the ministry. 

[ OsUrvM 4u Gouvemement tk V^g^ite, p. 307. 

B 
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be collected from Bishop Gastrel's Christian In- 
stitutes, and Dr. Clark on the Promises of Scrip- 
ture. From either of these he may choose «uch as 
ure most applicable to the case of the person with 
whom he is to converse. 

He should adapt himself to his or her under- 
standing, as well as to the circumstances of the case, 
by making such observations^, and using such ex- 
pressions, as he knows are most familiar and agree- 
able. But he must take care to explain any phrases 
he has reason to think^iare not rightly under- 
stood. . 

Let his behaviour and conversation be very free, 
friendly, close, tender, and compassionate. 

He should place himself in the condition of the 
person before him; and then consider in what 
manner he would wish a minister, or friend, to 
' behave to him in these very circumstances. 

Whilst he is tender he should be faithfiil, and 
have a respect to the approbation of his conscience 
afterwards. He, who is a minister of God, must 
not sacrifice the cause of truth and godliness to a 
false shame or tenderness. 

When he prays with the sick, his prayer should \ 
be short, serious, and adapted as much as may be 
to the state of such an one, and to the danger of 
his disease. In the visitation of the sick, or in a 
friendly conversation with any others who want 
spiritual advice, there is great need of piety, fidelity, 
and wisdom, in order to sound their consciences, 
to give them the requisite advice, and to pray with 
them and for them* 

'* One of the chief parts of a Minister's duty/* 
(says Bp. Burnet in his Pastoral Care, page 1 73,) 
*' is visiting the sick : which is not to be done barely 
** when he is sent for; he is to go as soon as he 
" hears any of his parishioners are ill.'* 

None who have the care of souls should shun 
this work of labour and love from a fear, that if 



lie should go voluntarily, his visit would be coi^ 
sidered as au intrusion ; and that so far from bein|( 
acceptable, it might defeat the good intention of it 
to die sick person. Nay, that he may not seem i^ 
feign excuses, or seek pretences to avoid taking any 
notice of the sick, jt may be prudent perhaps to 
pay. one visit of his own accord : and, if he shall 
perceive that it is not well taken, and that he is not 
likely to do any good, he may then stay away with- 
out any mark of negligence or disgrace. However, 
in this respect every man's own conscience will 
direct him. 

Remarks on the dificulty of acting in many circumstancet 

relating to the Sick. 

It is a most difficult and awful thing to act in 
jnaxiy drcujnstances, which arise on an attendance 
on the sick. The sick person may deceive himself: 
a Minister may be deceived. It will therefore be 
proper to inquire 

What are his hopes of salvation ? 
On what are they founded ? 
How they operate in languishing and dying cir- 
cumstances ? 

Here leave him room to talk; only interpose 
propes questions. Take notice what marks there 
are of ignorance, or mistake, in what he says. 
Drop proper cautions concerning the deceitfulness 
of man's heart, and the danger of mistake m thi3 
case. 

Reading the Office for the Visitation of the Sick 
is ))ut a very small part of a Minister's duty. Ufi 
must go further.. It is of the utmost importance. 
When he visits any one who is sick, he should 
remember what is recorded in the book of Ezekiel, 
" His blood will I require at thy hand, &c,'' {See 
Ezek. iii. 18— 21.) 

He should direct the sick (1.) to examine the state 
of their souls as to faith and practice; (2.) and to 
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prepare for death and jadgment; They sIlouCI 
prepare by prayer for God's help ; by using their 
oTm endeavours ; by inquiring how far their faith 
and practice have agreed with tne Grospel, with their 
baptismal covenant «id Christian profession ; by 
judging and condemning themselves for all their 
faults with that 'hearty repentance ^nd true faith^ 
to which God has promised forgiveness of sins 
through the merits of his Son, that their sins may 
be blotted out by Divine mexcy and the Redeemer's 
blood, and their pardon sealed in heaven before 
they go hence, and be no more seen. 

He who visits the sick,, if he should not be suffir 
ciently acquainted with them, should make what 
prudent in<juiries he can of others, who are well ac- 
iquainted with them, what their character and lives 
bave been. He riiould inquire likewise of tben^- 
selves 

What their views have been, and what ihey now 
are? 

What are their views of sin: of their own guilt 
and danger; of Christ and theGospelj of the terms 
of acceptance; of eternity?* 

whether they have been accustomed to secret 
prayer, and how they have conducted it? 

Such other questions may be added, as may be 
suitable to their state of mind and circumstances. 
. There are some who through ignorance cannot, 
or stupidity will not, give proper answers to such 
questions. They will assept to what is said, but 
drop nothing of themselves by which one can form 
a judgment of their state, as I have frequently ex- 
perienced to my great concern in an attendence on 
the sick and dying. This is the most perplexing 
part of a Minister's work. Allowanced however 
must be made for a bad education, small advan- 
tages, and their being unaccustomed to talk on these 
subjects. It is better to err perhaps on the suspi- 
cious or doubtful side, than to give flattering hopes. 



Some may die in transports and raptures, and yet 
be &r from making a good end. Deep humility, 
rqienting*, and believing, are surer evidences d[ 
salvation*, than confidence and transports. Not- 
withstanding the preceding caution not to give 
flattering hopes, the attendants on the sick should 
be very careful to animate axkd encourage those 
who appear to have been sincere in religion, though 
their capacities are weak. 

An enquiry into the temporal affairs of the Sick, 

It may sometimes be necessary to take notice of 
this, especially if the sickness be of an alarming n^^ 
ture. Advise therefore a proper disposition of their 
affairs to be immediately made by will^ if it be not 
already done. This perhaps may be of great im- 
portance to their relations, and others. If there be 
a reasonable suspicion that they have obtained 
any part of their property by fraud, urge them to 
restitution, as absolutely necessary. If they refuse 
to do this, little can be done farther than by praying 
for them. 

* See the latter pert of the ninety-seventh of the folio edition 
of Abp. Tillotson's Sermons^ on Ecclesiastes viii !%• 
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SECTION IL 

HELPS FOK CONVERSING WITH THE SICK IK 
DIFFERENT STATES, AND UNDER DIFFERENT 
CIRCUMSTANCES. 

Coiivenatums on their spiritual $tate. 

As to their spiritual coQcerns, advice must be 
given according to the state of ths sick, whether 
bad, doubtful, or good. 

Helps for conversing with one in a bad state, 

*1 . Endeavour to convince him that his state is. 
very dangerous indeed. In doing this, the argu- 
ments should be rested chiefly on the autliority o£ 
Scripture, with his own repi*esentation of the case.. 
If you find any one sin prevalent in his character, 
then rest your charge particularly on that. If a 
drunkard, liar, swearer, sabbath-breaker, &c. bring 
such texU lis will shut him out of the kingdom of 
heaven. Represent the aggravation of his sin^ his 
many religious advantages, &c. 

^. Seem rather to lament over such an unhappy 
person than to upbraid him. Severity may produce 
hatred; and he will not care to have any thing 
more to do with you. 

3. Be solicitous that you do not drive him into 
despair, especially when you see him begin to> be 
awakened. While unawakened, urge the most 
dreadful things. Represent the wrath of God as 
inexpressibly dreadful. Take images from present 
circumstances; such as the burnings of a fever, 
tossings of a restless night, &c. how much more in 
hell I But (as I said before) do not drive him to 
despair, nor yet raise him up to vain and un- 
reasonable confidences. Represent the mercy of 
God in Christ to penitent sinners ; mention proper 
texts of comfort^ and let him see it is your design 



to bring him to a belter state, which makes yon 
thus rmresent his danger. 

4. \Vhen you see something which looks like 
trae repentance, be not too ready to admit personal 
consolation any otherwise than as conditional. 
There is great danger in authoritative absolution. 
Let him know, that, if he does not rest his sool 
on the mercy of God In Christ, there will be no 
room for hope. Remind him of what treachery he 
has found in his own heart, and what he has seen 
in others, who have appeared hopeful on a sick bed, 
but after their recovery returned to their former 
courses. 

One of the chief cares of a Minister about the 
sick (says Bishop Burnet, page 1 76, of the PHStoral 
Care} ought to be to exact of them solemn promises 
of a renovation of life, in case God should raise them 
up again; and these promises ought to be demanded 
not only in general words, but if they have been 
guilty of any scandalous difiorders, or any other ill 
practices, there ought to be special promises made ' 
with relation to th<^. And on the recovery of such 
persons, the Minister oueht to put them in mind 
of their engagements, and use all the due freedom 
uf admonition and reproof on their breaking loose 
from them. In such a case he ought to leave a 
terrible denunciation of the judgments of God on 
them, and so at least the Minister acquits himself. 

Other helps for conversing with one in a bad state, 

1. You should pray to God beforehand, that you 
may be enabled to say something which may be the 
means of awakening him to a proper sense of his 
danger. 

9. When you enter the chamber, let him see 
that you are concerned for him, and that you are 
more sensible of his danger than he is of his own. 

3m Then^ in order to bring him to a proper sense 
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mediate direction of Providence. And as to Inu 
af&iction in particular, persuade him to regard and 
consider it as coming from the hand of Qod. 

9. Then discourse on the wisdom and goodness 
of God in sending these occa^onal rebukes of Pro* 
yidence, which (whatever we think) are sent for the 
best ends. Afflictions are the physic of the soul, 
designed to purify and purge it. 
, 3. Under this view of things, press on. him the 
exercise, of patience, submission, and a total resig- 
nation to the Divine will; and direct him to look 
on the present dispensation (though grievous) a? 
sent in mercy to him, and as what may hereafter 
produce the most excellent effects. 

4. Tell him, that in the best of men there are 
sins and follies sufficient to justify the severest dis- 
pensations of God's providence ; that many good 
Christians have suffered worse; and what reason 
he has to be thankful, that his case is not still more 
calamitous. 

5. Remind him of many mercies mixed with the 
present afflictions. 

. 6. If it should please God to restore him, ex- 
hort him faithfully to concur with the design of this 
visitation, by his constant endeavour to amend that 
for which his conscience now smites him. 

But if there should be apparent symptoms of ap- 
proaching death, 

1. Exhort him seriously to review his past life, 
and to call to mind the most remarkable transgres- 
sions of it; for which he should now greatly humble 
his soul before God, and sincerely renew his re- 
pentance. 

2. Endeavour that his repentance may be sincere 
and unfeigned, to make him sensible of the evil 
and guilt of sin, from its contrariety to the holy 
nature of God, and shun the inevitable ruin to 
which it exposes the soul. 

S> When he is thus humble and penitent, revive 
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him with the consolations of the Gospel, the ama2- 
log compassion and goodness of God to a world of 
siDners, in sending his Son to redeem them by his 
death, and the merits of the Re4eemer's suffermgs, 
whose blood cleanseth from all sin. 

4. Then open to him in a plain and easy man- 
ner the Gospel method of salvation by Jesus Christ, 
and the only terms of pardon there proposed^ 
namely, repentance, faith, and renewed obedience. 
And tell him that salvation in Christ consists in 
the lively exercise of love to him, a desire to serve 
and please him, and an humble dependence on his 
merits for justification and pardon, and in a deep 
self-abhorrence for his sin. 

5. Remind him to settle his affiiirs as well as he 
can, and then to think no more of worldly things. 

6.» Leave him with some suitable texts of Scrip- 
txircj which you apprehend most applicable to his 
state. 

Helps for conversing with one in a good state. 

If you have reason to believe that he is a real 
Christian, your work will not be difficult : it may 
be pleasant and useful ; and you may possibly re- 
ceive more advantage from him than he does from 
you. For the graces of a real Christian are at such 
a time commonly most lively, and the tongue very 
faithful to the sentiments of the heart, so that you 
Will presently see what it is that lies mostly on his 
mind, and your present business will be (1) to ad- 
minister consolation ; and (2) if he has any doubts 
to remove them. 

1. The consolation may be taken from his past 
experience. Direct him to look back to the good- 
ness of God to him, and the sensible experience 
he has had of his love and presence. Bid him 
think what God has done for his soul, and thence 
draw David's conclusion, " Because the Lord has 
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Helps for canvernng with one who U sick, in orier to dis* 
* cover to which of the foregoing states he may heUmg. 

» 

Consider and enquire his general character^ espe- 
cially froni those who are best acquainted ivith 
him ; and, above all, from religious persons. ' As, 
for instance, from a pious parent for a child ; or 
from a master for a servant. 

Get what information you Can from himself; espe- 
ciallv if you have good reason on the whole to 
thinK ill of him. If you have only a general rea- 
son to think he is wrong,' without great immorali'* 
ties to charge upon him, then be so much more so* 
licitous to gather something from l^is own inouth, 
on which to form a plain and awakening address. 
You may ask the sick person seriously ¥^ether he 
has ailjr thing iii particular to say to you with r& 
gard to the state of his soul. 

And if he has^ you may then say to his relations 
or attendants, that perhaps it might be more agree- 
able to him if he was left alone with you. . 

Put to him some of the following quefttians 
which are the.distinffuishiiig characteriisticB^ of a 
good man; aind by which he will 5ee aiid acknow*' 
ledge hii own.'defi)cts« 

Have jroti been u^ to secret prayer ? - 

Have you attend^ public worship ? 

Have you been accustomed to read the Scripttir^ ? 
and^ if you have, do you delight in it, and has it 
been profitable to you; ? 

Has sin evei')been your grief and burdoi? 

What have you. done to get rid of it ? 

Hiive ybii struggled agpinst. tan^tatioii^ msA 
strove to avoid them ? 

Have you endeavoured to subdue the corrup- 
tions of jQ^r own heart ? 
. WhM are. your hop«% and on w^t foundation 
bnUt? 
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Are your thoughts of the neir covenaiit of grace 
comfortable, fUid are you grateful for them ? 

Have you considered CHrist as your Prophet to 
teacb you, your Priest to int^cede for you, and as 
your King to subdue the dominion of sin in your 
beart? There is no room for hope but in and 
through him. 

Have you enquired after the remedies for the 
particular diseases of your own mind ? and ba?e 
you endeavoured (so &r as you have understood) to 
malce use of such remedies r 

Have you found a cure gradually going on ? 

Have you endeavoured to govern your thoughts 
and affections as well as your outward conduct? 

Dp you grow in graces and in Uie knowledge 
and love ot our Ix>rd and Saviour Jesus Christ ? 
£ Pet. iu. IS. 

«^ 

Helps /or convening wUh a Formalist, 

No part of the jministarial offiee^perhapsy is so 
difficult to discharge as a ccmversation With a For- 
malist^ for ha is generally too self-righteous to re- 
ceive any profit either from the pulpit, or in private. 
Tbenethod^ which has sometiines had the desired 
efiect, is to ask him a few serious questions as to 
inward aud heart religion, secret prayer, and the 
government of the thoughts ; and to say, that if 
he desire any assistance from you as a Christian 
minister, be must allow you to deal plainly with 
him. Shew him some texts of Scripture which 
describe inward religion^ and the necessity of 
making heart work of it*. Entreat him to consir 

* Such at the IbllowiUig, '* With the heart [not with the under- 
standing only] *< man believeth to righteousness, and with the 
'* mouth confession is made to salyation." Rom. x. 10* 

" The whole head is sick and the whole heart is faint.*' Isa. i. 5. 

«« This people draw near with their mouth, and with their Up* do 
^ honour me, but have removed their heart tu from me : and their 
*' tmt toward me 13 taught l^ the precepts of men.'^ Isaiah xxix. 
13. 
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der with 'the greatest sincerity what yoii have «aid 
to him, and to pray earnestly that God would rive 
his blessing, and so direct and rule his heart, mat 
he may be truly prepaired, through fhe merits axid 
intercession of Christy for life, or for d^tfa. 

Helps for conversing with any one, whether in sickn&s or 
' ' in-hifaUh, (espeeialigititk aFormalist,)<m the spirUuality 
akd, extent of t^e 7>a Cofnmandments, • 

* It may be very proper^ ori many occasions^ in 
order to convince thern of «in, to enquire whether 
they have rightly under'i^tood the spirituality and 
extent' of Crod^s Commandinents, by which they 
will soon see whether thfey hare ev6r considered the 
Gommandriifnts spiritually, as extending to the 
thoughts and iot^ts of tne heart, and whether, 
though they may not have broken them perhapsi by 
notorious sins^ Uiey have kept them in ,tbe spiritual 
sense. But still they should be told that they hare 
committed' much sinj and doneniuoh injqry^ hot 
-Only to bthrers, but e^peoiadly to ^eir own'souk, by 

frest, numberless^ and d^yoiBBsncesi against the 
oly Jaw of God ; nay^ that thiey haW broken every 
bne of theni } and this itideed we all confess ewty 
^l^unday; for, wb^tt wehear thfe Minister reseat 
the Commandments, we majteadsv^er after each of 
th^En, <^ Lord, have- ifi^ereftlpoti: ins, and incline 
** our hearts to keep this mm^ Our calling for 
imercy is plaibly acknowledging burselves gumy. 

The first Commandment^ 1 his Commandment 
requires a disposition and conduct suited to the re^ 
iMion in which we all stand to the Lord our God. 
Now whatever deviates from it is sin, and the effect 
of man's fall. Examine then whether you have 
iiever loved any worldly thing more than God and 

*< Keep thine heart with all diligiftnoe ; for out of it are the issues 
•• of life." (Prov. iv. 83.) 

See Pa. xiv. 3. Rom. iii. 10. to the same effect. Ps..cxxzix. 
23. Matt. vi. 21. Matt. x¥. i9. 
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)A% &TOiir. Whether you have never feared any 
thing more than his displeasure, so as to neglect a 
known doty rather Chan draw on yourself some 
temporal inconvenience. If so, then this was a 
breach of the first Commandment ; for our Lord's 
words are, <' Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
^ with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with 
" all thy mind.'* Matt.xxii. 37. 

7%e second Commandment.'] This Commandment 
respects the manner of expressing the devotion or 
the heart; and therefore whatever in this service 
has been unbecoming, such as wandering thoughts, 
carelessness, and ignorance, as well as using 
images, is a breach pf this second Commandment. 
So also is a neglect of God's service. Here I sup- 
pose you cannot pretend to be not guilty. Conse- 
quently your coming to church and the sacrament 
in a careless and unthinking manner deserves 
rather to he reckoned among your sins, than 
trusted to for justification before God. This is a 
breach of the second Commandment. Who will 
pretend to assert that there is less guilt in loving 
ffoldi or preferring pleasure before God, than in 
bowing down to a graven image of wood or of 
stone ? Whatever we love more than God is* our 
idol; and unless we understand the Commandments 
as they are read every Sunday in this manner, how 
can we with any meaning join in the response after 
each Commandment, *« Lord, have mercy upon us,** 
conscious as we tnust be, that we have never 
literally bowed down to a graven image, nor com- 
mitted murder. 

The third Commandment,'] This Commandment 
forHds the use. of God*s name irreverently, pro- 
fanely, or in fraud, dissimulation, or hypocrisy- 
It forbids all appeals to God in conversation wiui 
such expressions as '^ the Lord knows,'' &c. when 
the, matter is neither true nor important : or wheil 
we use the words God, Lord, or Christ, without ne- 

cS 
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cesaity, seriousness, or reverence. Examine the: 
whether you have not frequently t^fcfen tJ^e JLorcrsj 
name in vain, using it needlessly, and without an{ 
awful sense of his majesty, of whom you spake !» 
This you have done perhaps ten thousand tiiues;! 
in your T^e. This therefore is a breach of theij 
third Commandment. 

The fourth Commandment,'] Whenever you. have, 
absented yourself from public worship on the Sab- 
bath without a necessary hindrance, suffered world-, 
ly thoughts to unfit you for God's service ; done 
or compelled others to do worldly business on 
that day, which might have been done on another; 
travelled unnecessarily, or spent the sacred day in 
idleness, vain recreations, trifling visits, or other 
actions of sin and folly; neglecting to instruct 
your children and servants, and not devoting the 
whole lo God, by reading,, hearing, prayer, me- 
ditation, and useful conversation, you have- pro- 
faned the Lord's day. This is a breach of the 
fourth Commandment. 

These four first Commandments contain our duty 
towards God, and make what is called the First 
Table. The substance of which is, " Thou shalt love 
<* the Lord tliy God with all thy heart." Matt. v. 
28. But you come ^hort of tnis whenever you 
have not acted to the glory of God. Now what 
can even the best of us think of his innocence, in 
regard to the duties of this First Table ? 

Hence it will appear, that what the moral . law 
requires is extensive, spiritual, reasonable, and be^ 
neficial ; yet it m^ist be acknowledged to be entirely 
contrarv to the disposition of our hearts, and dii- 
ferent n-om the tenour of our lives. We all there- 
fore need mercy, redemption, and a renovation 
to holiness, that we may be induced to please God, 
and be made fit for heaven. 

The other six Commandments make what is 
called the Second Table, and contain oiir duty to- 
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wards our neighbour, as explained by our Lord 
in bis Sermon on the mount. How can any of u» 
presuiae to say that we have obeyed them ? 

Theji/ih Commandmenii] Ail the superior and 
inferior relations have their several reciprocal dii<^ 
tie^ which maybe referred to this Commandment' 
All parts therefore of your behaviour which are 
unsuitable to the situation in which Providence has 
placed you, irreverence, and proud censuring of 
yout superiors^ and all unkind and injurious treat- 
ment of those who are beneath you, are certain 
breaches of the fifth Commandment. 

The sixth Commandment.] This Commandment 
requires us to love our neighbour: as oarselves, in* 
rega^d to bis person and life. What then shall we 
tlunk of the accursed slave-trade, which will surely 
bring vengeance on this land if much longer tole- 
rated \ Want of compassion, causeless anger, and 
especially injurious language, is accounted by our 
Lord a degree of murder, Matt. v. 22. Duelling, 
on whatever occasion, is an atrocious breach of 
this Commandment t^ Thou shalt do no murder" 
is a commandment, which to mention even on a 
suspicion that you were guilty of it, might at £rst 
startle you, and rouse your indignation. . But what 
says the Scripture? "He that loveth not his bro- 
" ther abideth in death.". John iii. 14. " Who- 
" ever hatetK his brother is a murderer." Verse 
15. See likewise Matt v. 22. Consider the ex- 
tensive meaning of this Commandment, and then 
say whence proceed quarrels, wrath, strife, and 
the like ! whence but from murdefous principles 
in the heart ! . 

The seventh Commandment. "^ They sin against 
this Commandment who are adulterers or foi-ni- 
cators: they who by wanton gestures, lascivious 
looks, loos^ . dress, obscene discourse,, amorous, 
son^, &€» tempt or betray themselves, or. others, 
to sin« . .Our Iiord tells us, that wantonness in th«. 
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eye and .heart ii esteemed adultery (Matt ▼• S8.y 
in the si^bt of God. Did yoa never know an im- 
pure deaire ? Did you never indulge a lasciviotisj 
lihought? How can purity of body and soul, in 
secret as well as before men, which is the end of^ 
this Commandment, preside in the heart, from 
which flow the impure streams of filthy communi- 
cation and indecent jesting, though they may be 
conveyed in seemingly decent terms ? These things 
are breaches of the seventh Commandment. 

The eighth Commandment] '^Thoushalt not steal." 
Let us pause awhile, and consider its ext^it and 
ia>irituality. It is not only the robber and the 
toie^ who take away something confessedly mine^ 
who are guilty of the breach of this Commandment ; 
but he is also guilty who takes an unjust advantage 
in buying and selling. He who uses a light weight, 
or a short measure, is a thief before God. He 
who borroweth, and payeth not again, when it is 
in his power to do it. He who buys or sells com- 
modities, which have not paid the legal duties. In 
short, all sorts of conduct towards others in money 
matters, which we would not have others practise 
towards us, are the sinful fruits of a dishonest 
principle in the heart, which principle stands con- 
demned in the spirit, though not iii the letter, of 
the eighth Commandment* 

The ninth Commandment.^ Envy of others' praise 
runs counter to the spirit of this Commandment, 
which requires truth, fidelity, candour, and cau- 
tion ; with a disposition to honour what is honour- 
able in all men^ and to be as tender of .their repu- 
tation as we would reasonably expect them to be of 
ours, and our feelings will instruct us how far this 
rule will carry us. Taking away another^s good 
name, on which perhaps his interest, usefulness, 
.trade, and livelihood may depend, is contrary to 
this Commandment; as are aHevil-rspeaking, rash 
censuring, hinting &ults^ helitating disUk^ repeat- 
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kg stories injttrioas to his character, and ^cretly 
ndsing suspicions of hira without foundatioti. 

7%e ientA Qmvmndment,] Wie are commanded 

not to covet any thing which is our neighbour's. 

This restriction is placed as a fetice of all the rest. 

It comprises' the utmost spirituality of the Law; 

and it isr a perpetual confutation of all those systems, 

by wkich tti^ outward, gros^ crime' is considered As 

the only violation of the Commandment. We are 

not so much as to desire, any. thing Geid forbids 

All n^urmuring and disconteat, envy, and gree- 

dioess, are sins forbidden by this Commandment, 

espe<ria)ly the sinfulness of gaining, ^^ Thou sh^lt 

** not covet.'' How few are the.consciences. wounded 

(as they ought to be) with>a sense of guilt for t^ 

transgression of this Commandment A thousand 

irregular desires pass through, the ;heaT;^, and may 

lodge there cpii1anu.aUy : to«Q many liye/in thevio- 

lation of ^iVs law,. accounting themselyets .pu,r^ and 

withoaf od^nce. St. Paul was ot another mind ; 

^^ I had not known lust, says b^^ uol^ the law bad 

** declared. Thou shalt not covet.f' ;,l^roin tihe use 

the Apostle makes of this tenth Cpmmandment, it 

may clearly be seen, tliat thq %^w take^ potice of 

ihe heart, as well as of the outward actions. 

Hence alsfo it'.i$,.plainj that, much guilt m^y^be 

contracted, which does not appear: to any h,u€Dan 

eye. _ :•!■•,;'',,-. 

(CJr If the sick person be very weak, converse 
only on the four first Commandmetits, and defer 
the remainder till the next visit. 

N. B. Whoever has pahicul^arly and seriously 
thus considered the ten Oommandments, will be far 
from the vanity of the promising youfigmiin in the 
Gospel, who confidently asserted, "All these have I 
** kept from my youth.*' (Matt. xix. «0.) Perhaps he 
bad as to theietter, but not spiritually. Ah bum^ 
bling sight of our sins is the first step to the king- 
dom of Uod. We should make a confession, that we 
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iuid tW* fihoqld' be succeeded bv a: 

m^ fP^^^^^ntioD for their pardpn, «« Lord, hav 

^^^^^^n^tael" Letusmeditateontbeirnuinbei 

^'"tJ^'JS^^^^' and eflEects, and tken add thi 

*^wSr petition, *« Incline our bearta, O Lord 

Wi0 ^ecp ^7 laws." Let us renew our baptisma 

^reoant^ and follow the good inclinations it mai 

please God to work in us. . Mav our prayers fo 

jUvine aid be hearty and sincere ! 

fUipt fvr conrer jtug toil/^ fme who u ignorant, in ordei 
to enforce en Atia propet nations ^ reUgion. 

As you seem unacquamted with xeligion, I wisK 
to dive you some right notions of i^ particularly 

Of the attributes of God, as ever present — ^as all 
lmow!ng^«as all powerful — as all wise — ^as mercifd 
and just. 

Of the iall of man. 

Of baptism^ its privileges and obligations. 

Of repentance, especimly of repenting in time oi 
health. 

Of a death-bed repentance. 

'Of faitb and works. 

Of prayer, secrie^'&mily, and public. 

Of a state of grace^ and a state of i;iature« 

Of the sacrament. 

Of deatli, judgment, heaven^ and hell. 
' On each of these I propose to converse with you 
from time to time, as opportunity may permit* 

IJeljM for xouii^$mg foiih one. that .iscarelen 4ind incon^ 

siderate, 

^^ KnqW'ihoa, tJbat for all these things God will 
<< bring thee into judgment." Eccles. xL 9. You 
eboutd therefiMre ccHisider well: the Inptismal cove- 
naiU, wherein you have promised 
' 1. To renounce what God has forbidden, name- 
ly, all the works o£die Devil, the pomps and vani- 
ties of this wicked world, and all the sinful lusts of 
the fiesh. 



i23 

2. TV believe wha.t God has taught, namely, alt 
the Articles of the Christian iaith. 

3. To practise what God has commanded, name- 
]f, to \uBxsp' God^s will and commandtnentB^ and to 
walk is the same all the days of yomr life. 

Consider moreover the want of du^ r^ecdati 
that has destroyed many; and remember that of 
the seed sown, only on^ part in* four is repreMnt^d 
as bein^ productive. Think on the condition of 
the thcni^tless, hardened, and worldly-minded, be 
alarmed at your own danger^ and bring forth fnxftr 
* Heav« is a gift, but conditions are required 
on oin- parts to receive it« 

Fear the worst, that you may provide for thc^ 
better. << Work out your salvation (says the Apo« 
stle) with fear andtrelnbHng." 
I Consider' the many way»of miscariyiflg. 

To feel nothing is a sign of spiritoal death, not 
ofagodVylVfe. 

Kothiag' can be bid from God^ to whom Hi) 
hearts ate knoini. * 

If Jt be alleged that you .have done no harm, 
permit me to ask you what kre th& good works 
youperferBi? i, -. . 
I What is your love to God and Christ? 

What is vour zeal ? What is your activity in 
the servic^e of Christ ? '^ Be zealous of good works.'^ 
m ii. 14i 

You should consider ycHir mxm in general, and 
dien enter into a particular examination of them. 

How has your duty to God (the first duty) been 
perfilnthed,- as ^cJl ; as (the second) ybur/duty to 
man?- 

. ti&te yott 'lived soberly, righteou'sly, ' and godly? 
RemeiEtber that thotfgh maHy are called, ^ m 
dtdseb, ' eom^arhtivelf ^itb those^ whb a#e con- 
d^iiiuidd. 
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^iuiMU texts) 



tof ^ >^^^ «*<* having known it i 

c y ii^^iJ i^beace yoa are fallen, repei 

,,^jg5<2^£7rlcs; (Her-ii-S*) otherwiae ; 

<,ri^^^ltdei^ in heart shall be filled 

iJfi ^^^'^ ^^ backsBding for the fiitare. ^, 

i* ff^k^ ^^^^ y^^ words, aod turn to the £.ord| 
J'.J^ilt heal .jour backdidii^. - Hbs. xiv. 2j 

^^ 

^o\jS ^^^ ^y ^^^ backsliding is brofrigbt into i^ 

.^bl0 state.; yet (blesaed beGod !) your case! 

^^x despa^'ate. Let me beseech you immediately 

/|!j-eturn to God t^y deep humiliation before him 

A^i so aggravated an. o&nee.; by renemd regard 

p the divine mercy in Christ; by- an. .open {>ro- 

f^ioH of repentance, where. 'yoar. sin: \M&*'^^tVL 

Eublic offence ; by frequently reiriewiiig this un* 
appy fall for future caution ; and by gnarding 
against every tendency to a declension in :rdi^n. 
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Helpi fir comersatk/on with one in fns^skknesi'tbhp had 
disregarded religion, urging him to accept the 'terms of 
,the,G0apelj as»d ettwring him of thefirgwenest of his 

• . . . ; •• : ■ \ \ ' i 

'^"^ou txfive li^^d a worldly life, mindful only ctf 
earthly things, neglecting God and your salvation, 
ai}c| all thc( mercies ofFered you in the Gospel. Are 
ypu.^owi^u^feigfledlVjgr/eved for this?, not only 
because it has brought jou so near r^in, but also 
because it has displeased God, and deprived you. of 
that holy and comfortable lite, which you might 
all this while have lived, and endangered all your 
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iope of heaven. Do you so far relent that your 
heart is actually changed, so much changed^ that 
you had rather lead an holy life on earth, and in 
the »ght and enjoyment of God for ever, than to 
have idl the pleasures and prosperity of this world? 
Do you hate your sins, loath yourselves for 
tfaem, and trulv desire to be made holy ? Are you 
£rm1y resolved that, af God should restore you 
to health, you will lead a new life; that you will 
forsake your worldly maxims, and all your wilful 
sins ; and set yourself in good earnest to learn the 
wiU of God, to call upon him dailv^ and make it 
your ebief care to please him, and to save yoiir 
imm(ntalsoul? 

Are you willing for these ends to give yourself 
up absolutely now to God the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghost, as your reconciled Fathef, 
your Saviour, and your Sanctifier, to be sanctified, 
justified, and &aved from your sins, and from the 
wratb of God, and to live to God in love and holi- 
ness? And are you willing to bind yourself to this 
by entering into a covenant with God, renouncing 
the world, the flesh, and the devil ? 

Either your heart is willing and sincere in this 
resolution and covenant, or it is not : there is no 
hope that your sins should be pardoned, and yoiir 
soul be saved, on any other or easier terms. And 
though God is merciful, and Christ died for sin- 
ners, it was never his intention to save the impeni- 
tent and unsanctified. But, if your heart un- 
feignedly consent to this . covenant, I have the au- 
thority of Christ himself to tell you, that God 
will be your reconciled God and Father, that 
Christ will be your Saviour, that the Holy Spirit 
will be your Sanctifier and Comforter, that your 
soul shall be saved, and that you shall dwell in 
heaven with God for ever, God consented before 
you consented. He shewed his consent in pur- 
chasing, making, and o£fering you this covenant* 
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der with' the greatest sincerity what yon have said 
to him, and to pray earnestly that God would rive 
his blessing, and so direct and rule hib heart, uiat 
he may be truly pre|tt(red, through |he merits and 
intercession of Christy for life, or for d^th. 

Helps for conversing with any one, tcheifter in sickness or 
' ' in-h^Uh, (espeeialigfDith a^JFormcU^t,) on the spirituality 
akd, extent of the T^ Co^nmandments, 

' It may be very proper^ ori many occasidnsj in 
order to cpnvin.ce them of «in, to enquire whether 
they have rightly understood the spirituality and 
extcfint' of C^od^s Commjindinents, by which they 
will soon sfee whether thfey have ^v6r considered the 
Commandihfnts spirituallvy as extending to the 
thoughts and int^ts of the heart, and whether, 
though they may not have broken them perhapi^ by 
notorious oins^ Uiey have kept them in ,tbe spiritual 
sense. But still they shoula be tpld that they have 
committed' much sm^ and don^itiuch injury^ hot 
<lnly to others, but e^peoiallyto ttheir own^sdu^ by 

ffeat, numberless^ and daily offences! asaiilst the 
oly law of God ; nay, that they hav^ broken every 
bne of theni ^ and this itideed we all confess every 
Sunday; for, wb^n' we hear thfe Minister repeat 
the Commandments, we malteadswer after each of 
than, ^* Lord, have Merer upoti? us, and incline 
*^ our hearts to keep this kw/t' Onr calling for 
mercy is plainly acknowledging burselves guilty. 

The Jirst OommandmentI\ 1 his Commandment 
reatiires a disposition and conduct suited to the re* 
jMion in which we all stand to the Lord our God. 
Now whatever deviates from it is sin, and tlie effect 
of man's fall. Examine then whether you have 
^ever loved any worldly thing more than God and 

ft 

" Keep thine heart with all diligenee ; for out of it are the issues 
•• oflife." (PWv. iv. «3.) 

See Pfl. xiv. & Rom. iii. 10. to the Mme effect. Ps. ■ csLXxix. 
2S. . Matt vi. 21. Matt xv. i9. 
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kis &voiir. Whether you have never feared any 
thing more than his displeasure, so as to neglect a 
known doty rather than draw on yourself some 
temporal inconvenience. If so, then this was a 
breach of the first Commandment; for our Lord's 
words are, ** Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
*' with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with 
" all thy mind.** Matt. xxii. 37. 

7%e second Commandment^] This Commandment 
respects the manner of expressing the devotion of* 
the heart; and therefore whatever in this service 
has been unbecoming, such as wandering thoughts, 
carelessness, and ignorance, as well as using 
images, is a breach of this second Commandment. 
So also is a neglect of God's service. Here I sup- 
pose you cannot pretend to be not guilty. Conse- 
quently your coming to church and the sacrament 
in a careless and unthinking manner deserves 
rather to be reckoned among your sins, than 
trusted to for justification before God. This is a 
breach of the second Commandment. Who will 
pretend to assert that there is less guilt in loving 
£old^ or preferring pleasure before God, than in 
uowing down to a graven image of wood or of 
stone ? Whatever we love more than God is* our 
idol; and unless we understand the Commandments 
as they are read every Sunday in this manner, how 
can we with any meaning join in the response after 
each Commandment, ^^ Lord, have mercy upon us,** 
conscidus as we must be, that we have never 
literally bowed down to a graven image^ nor com- 
mitted murder. 

The third Commandment.'] This Commandment 
forbids the use, of God's name irreverently, pro- 
fanely, or in fraud, dissimulation, or hjrpocrisy- 
It forbids all appeals to God in conversation mm 
such expressions as '^ the Lord knows," &c. when 
the, matter is neither true nor injportant : or wheif 
we use the words God, Lord, or Christ, without ne- 

cS 
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der with' the greattst sincerity what yon have «aid 
to him, and to pray earntotly that God would rite 
1)fs blessing, and so direct and rule kib heart, 'Siat 
he may be truly prepared, through fhe merits aild 
intercession of Cbrist^ for life, or ford^tli. 

Helps for conversing with any one, whether in sickn^s or 
' ' in-he/aUh, (espetialig'Witha^JFormaUst,) on the spirituality 
and\extent of the T^n Ommandments. • 

* It may be very proper, ori many occasions^ in 
order to convince tjiem of «in, to enquire whether 
they have rightly und^r^tood the spirituality and 
extent' of Cfod's Commandments, by which they 
will soon s^e whether fhfey hare ev6r considered the 
Comiriaindmehts- spiritually, as extending to the 
thoughts and Intents oif the hieart, and whether, 
though they may not have broken thenri perhapi^ by 
notorious i^ins^ uiey have kept them in ,th^ spiritual 
sense. Bilt still they shoula be ipld that they hare 
committed* n^uch' sin^ and done niuch injury^ hot 
^0nly to others, but e6peoiall]rt6 their own-sou^ by 

ffeat, numberless^' and 4aiiyo£fences- against the 
bly Jaw of God ; nay^y that they havte^ broken every 
bne of thenii^ and this itideed we all confess errery 
^l^unday; for, wh^n we heal? ^e Minister riq»eat 
tlie Commandmdnis, we mak^aiidwev after each of 
than, " Lcwrd, bave-tfiercy-^port ias, and incline 
•* our hearts to keep this few.'* Oor calling for 
mercy is plainly acknowledging burselvcs guiny. 

The Jirst . Commandment I\ 1 his Commandment 
I'eauires a disposition and conduct suited to the re- 
lation in which we all stand to the Lord our G^ 
Now whatever deviates from it is sin, and the effect 
of man's fall. Examine then whether you have 
fiever loved any worldly thing more than God and 

*< Keep thine heart with all diligenee ; for out of it are the issues 
•• of afe.'* (Prov. iv. 23.) 

See Ps. xiv. 3. Rom. iii. 10. to the same effect. Ps.-cxxxix» 
2S. . Matt, vi 21. Matt xv. i9. 
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liis &vour. Whether you have never feared any 
thing more than his displeasure, so as to neglect a 
known doty rather than draw on yourself some 
temporal inconvenience. If so, then this was a 
breach of the first Commandment; for our Lord's 
words are, <* Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
^ with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with 
" all thy mind." Matt. xxii. 37. 

T^e second Commandment.'] This Commandment 
respects the manner of expressing the devotion of" 
the heart; and therefore whatever in this service 
has been unbecoming, such as wandering thoughts, 
carelessness, and ignorance, as well as using 
images, is a breach of this second Commandment. 
So also is a neglect of God's service. Here I sup- 
pose you cannot pretend to be not guilty. Conse- 
quently your coming to church and the sacrament 
in a careless and unthinking manner deserves 
rather to be reckoned among your sins, than 
trusted to for justificatioti before God. This is a 
breach of the second Commandment. Who will 
pretend to assert that there is less guilt in loving 
TOld, or preferring pleasure before God, than in 
bowing down to a graven image of wood or of 
stone ? Whatever we love more than God is our 
idol; and unless we understand the Commandments 
as they are read every Sunday in this manner, how 
can we with any meaning join in the response after 
each Commandment, ^^ Lord, have mercy upon us,'' 
consci6us as we must be, that we have never 
literally bowed down to a graven image, nor com- 
mitted murder. 

The third Commandment.] This Commandment 
forbids the use. of God's name irreverently, pro- 
fanely, or in fraud, dissimulation, or hypocrisy. 
It forbids all appeals to God in conversation mm 
such expressions as '^ the Lord knows," &c. when 
the, matter is neither true nor in^portant : or whefl 
tre use the words God, Lord, or Christ, without ne- 

cS 
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der with'Uie greatest sincerity what yon have «aid 
to him, and to pray earnestly that God would ^Ive 
ills blessing, and so direct and mle hib heart, mat 
he may be truly prefn^red, through f be merits aiid 
intercession of Christy for life, or for death. 

• r * . ■* ' • 

Helps for conversing with any one, tcheifter in sickness or 
' ' in-helalih, (espeeialiifibitk aJFormcUiist,) on the spiriiuality 
and, extent of i^e Tea CofMnandments. 

* It may be viery proper, ori many occasions^ in 
order to convince them of sin, to enquire whether 
they have rightly anderi^tood the spiritttality and 
extent' of Clod's Commandinents, by which they 
will soon sfee whether they hare ever considered the 
Gonuriandihfhta' spiritually, as extending to the 
thoughts and intents of tne heart, and whether, 
though they may not have broken them perhaps by 
notorious i^ins^ diey have kept them in .the spiritual 
sense. But still they shoula be told that they hare 
committed' much sin j and done niuch injury^ hot 
^6nly to bthrers, but e^peoialhrto their own sou^ by 

ffeat, numberless^- and da% cdBfences-agaiost the 
oly law of God ; nay, that they haW- broken every 
bne of them } and this itideed we all confess eveiy 
Sunday; for, wh^n we heaf the Minister repeat 
the Commandmdnis, we mak^aiisvi^er after each of 
thi»n, ^^ Lord, have*MeFcry-"apot^ ns, and incline 
*^ our hearts to keep this raw/^' Oar calling for 
mercy is plainly acknowledging burselves guilty. 

TheJ^rst ComrnandmentJ] 1 his Commandment 
»;quires a disposition and conduct suited to the re- 
lation in which we all stand to the Lord our God. 
Now whatever deviates from it is sin, and the effect 
of man's fall. Examine then whether you have 
iiever loved any worldly thing more than God and 

4 

** Keep thine heart with all diligenoe ; for out of it are the issues 
••ofKfe."(Prov. iv. S3.) 

See Ps. ziv. 3. Rom. iiL 10. to the same effect. Ps.cixzix. 
2S. . Matt vi. 21. Matt xv. i9. 
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kifl &your. Whether you have never feared any 
thing more than his displeasure, so as to neglect a 
koown duty rather fhan draw on yourself some 
temporal inconvenience. If so, then this was a 
breach of the first Commandment; for our Lord's 
words are, *' Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
*' with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with 
« all thy mind.'* Matt. xxii. 37. 

7%e second Commandment,'] This Commandment 
respects the manner of expressing the devotion of* 
the heart; and therefore whatever in this service 
has been unbecoming, such as wandering thoughts, 
carelessness, and ignorance, as well as using 
images, is a breach of this second Commandment. 
So also is a neglect of God's service. Here I sup- 
pose you cannot pretend to be not guilty. Conse- 
quently your coming to church and the sacrament 
in a careless and unthinking manner deserves 
rather to be reckoned among your sins, than 
trusted to for justification before God. This is a 
breach of the second Commandment. Who will 
pretend to assert that there is less guilt in loving 
eold, or preferring pleasure before God, than in 
bowing down to a graven image of wood or of 
stone ? Whatever we love more than God is our 
idol; and unless we understand the Commandments 
as they are read every Sunday in this manner, how 
can we with any meaning join in the response after 
each Commandment, ^^ Lord, have mercy upon us,** 
consci6us as we tnust be, that we have never 
literally bowed down to a graven image, nor com- 
mitted murder. 

The third Commandment.'] This Commandment 
forbids the use. of God's name irreverently, pro- 
fanely, or in fraud, dissimulation, or hypocrisy. 
It forbids all appeals to God in conversation wiUi 
such expressions as *^ the Lord knows," &c. when 
the, matter is neither true nor important : or whefl 
we use the words God, Lord, or Christ, without ne- 

cS 
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<< In yoar padeiiee possess ye your tottb.'* lAtke 

uL 19. 

. '< For ye have need of pfttience^ thai, after ye 
*^ have done the will of Ood> ye might reoeite the 
«< promise/' Heb. x» S6. 

'' Wherefore doth a living man complatn^ a man 
** finr the pwiishmeot of his sins/' Lam. iii* 39. 

<* Ye have heard of the patience of JcA." Jsmes 
V. IK ^' Be ye also patient.'* James v. 6. • 

2. ft is your Ady to repent ythf indy qfj^our sins. 
When you exercise yonr repentance^ meditate on 

the Mlowing texts, 6t. John the Baptist has fuUy 
instmcted yow to know whether your repentance 
ksme. 

^* Bring forA, says be^ firtiits meet br refleni- 
M ancse/' Matt, iii 8. 

<* For I acknowledge mttransKresnon^ and my 
^ rin is ever belbve m«/' Psakn li. Si 
. ** Lei the witked forsake Us way^ and tfie ns^ 
** r^bteona niail his thoughts ^ and let him retarn 
^ mto the Lord, and be will havi^ mstcf ilpod 
^ him« and to ottr God^ fbr be will abosdimtly 
^ i»rdon." laa. lv« 7. 

^ The Lord h loi^sufirring t6 us^watd, not 
^ #ilUng that any sbould perish, but thut aH shdttid 
^ ^ome to r^pemance." S Pet iii» 9. 

^ If any man sin, We have an Advoeatfe widi the 
^ Father, Jesus Christ the righteous : and be ik 
f* the propitiation for <lur sfais ; and not foir oar 
f^ sins only, but akn fdf the sins of the whok 
"world." 1 John iL I, 9. 

3. It is your duty to believe in Christy and to trust 
in dodjor the pe^hrtndnre of his promises. 

If you doubt the pardon of your sins, and are 
tempted to despond, you should meditate on the 
Mlowing text6. 

" Looking unto Jesus^ the Author and Finisher 
'-< c^our &ith % who for ^e joy ^at was set before 
'^ him endured the cross^ despising the shame, and 
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<^ s« set down at the right Aand of the Uitone of 
" God." Heb. xii. fi. 

^< He k di)le to taSfe them to the .uttermok Aat 
^^ come unto God by faiiiif seeing he ever livedi t6 
<* make intercessioa for them." Heb. vii. 2S. 

^^ Though hesligr me, yet wSl I trust to hitti."* 
Job xiii. 15. . 

^ He jhiJi not be afraid of eril tidings; his 
^< heart is fixed, trusting in the Lord/' Psalm 
cxu. 7« 

^^ Let us tfaere£>re come boldly rnito ^ theane 
*^ of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and fii^ 
'* grace to help in time of need." Heb. iv. 16. 

<^ This is a faithful saying, and worthy of allac- 
*^ ceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the worl^ 
*^ to save sinners." 1 Tim. i. 15. 

<^ Come unto me, all ye that labour and m 
'< heavy laden^ and I will give you rest," Matt 
xi. 28. 

Though you may be easy in yourself, as to your 
spiritual concerns, 3fou may nevertheless be in great 
trouble aiid concern m regard to others, xoa 
have perhaps a wife and children very slenderly 
provided for; and it may grieve you to leave them 
in poverty. 

If you should be troiAled on their account, 
meditate on the following texts. 

** Leave thy fatherless children, I will preservje 
^* them fdivaj and let thy widows trust in me** 
Jer.xlix* 11. 

'< Cast all your cares upon God^ for he careth 

•'for you." iPet. v. 7. 
<' In thee the fislherless findetb mercy." Hosea 

xsr. 3. 
4. It is WW iufy to be miUmg io die. 
If you should be afraid Io die, meditate on Ame 

.testa. 
HDuak ihouBrtytad mito dust Ihoa aMU f#- 

<5 tmneuV Gen. iiL 19. 
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. <* Here we have n^ continuing city ; but seek 
'* one to come." Heb. xiii. 14. 

^ God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes ; 
'^ and there shall be no more death, neither sor- 
'< rowy nor cryins, neither shall there be any more 
** pain : for the former things are passed away." 
Rev. xxi. 4. 

.<' There remaineth a rest for the people of God." 
Heb. iv. 9. 

** Thanks be to God, who ^iveth us the victory | 
*' through Jiesus Chriayt." ] Cor. xv. 67- 

Helpi for conversing tvith a child at any time ; especially 

in a time of sickness, 

God made all things; God knows all things; 
God sees you every where ; God is able to help 
you, and restore you to hedlth. He is gracious 
and merciful : you want his protection by night 
and day to keep you from evil, and to make you 
always safe and happy ; you are a sinful creature, 
and want forgivene&s ; you stand in need of his 
grace to do your duty, [especially now in the 
time of sickness.] These blessings you know are 
to be sought for of God by prayer, therefore you 
will pray to him : all are his mercies which you re- 
ceive/ for which he ought to be praised, therefore 
you will praise him. You should acknowledge that 
all your hopes of acceptance is thrdugh Jesus 
Christ, your Mediator, and humbly beg of God, 
that [whether you recover, or whether this sick- 
ness be unto death,] you may be accepted of him. 

Helps for conversing with one who has no suitable religious 

in^essions on his mind. 

Men too often think lightly of religion till death 
is ready to surprise them. Consider this before 
time and hope are for ever gone. 

1. Think what you are, and for what end and 
woi4c you camfe into the world. Yoii are a man 
of reasQti, and not a brute. You were made to 
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Vqow, love, and serVe your Maker, not with the 
leavings of the flesh, but with all your heart and 
might : * and should not a creatur^ live to the end 
and uses for which it* was made ? How will you 
answer for sudi treacherous ungodliness ? 
S 2. It is time for you to have serious thoughts 
I of that eternal life, to which you are now hasten- 
ing. If you <;ould sleepily forget it all the way, 
i surely it would be time to awake when you were 
: come almost thither. 

I 3, Seeing you are so near the judgment of God, 
where your soul must receive its final sentence, it 
is high time to judge yourself, and know in what 
state vou now are ; whether in a state of salvation 
Gr condemnation. 

4. I would advise you therefore to look back 
upon your sinful life with sorrow^ not only be-t 
cause of the danger to yourself, but also because 
you have offended God. What think you now of 
a sififal and an holy life ? 

5- Resolve then to give yourself up in an hearty 

covenant to God. Take iiim as yQur Creator, 

[ Christ as your Redeemer, and the Holy Ghost 

I as your Sanctiiier ; and he will take you as one of 

' Ms children. Though late, he will accept and 

pardon you, if you do it in sincerity. But see that 

you be truly willing, and -never forsake him any 

more. 

i 6. Andjf God have thus changed your heart 

and " <]rawn it to himself" (John vi. 44.) be 

thankful for such a mercy. Oh ! bless him for 

having given you a Redeemer, and a Sanctiiier, 

and the pardoning covenant of grace : and now 

* Let us not measure oufselv6s (says the late Bishop of 

^ Llandaff, pr. Watson) by worldly riches, ^he soul is the standard 

of the man* and niises him.vustly above all that is earthly. How 

■ foolish then, sh^uneful^ and impious is it, to prostitute ourselves to 

the trifles of this world, to be fond of earthly things, and to make 

our reason & drudge to' sensual pursuits 1 

£ 



38 



he not afraid or unwilling to leave a sinful worlds 
and come unto God. 

7. Because there are so many cases of the sick 
whith require the presence of a judicious instruct 
tor^ endeavour to get the assistance of such an one. 
Remember at the same time that God would be 
just, were he to deny men that benefit in their dis- 
tress, whioh in time of their health and prosperity 
they rejected with scorn and contempt. What- 
ever may be the end of this sickness, cleave to that 
Ood, whom you may enjoy for ever. 

Helps for conversing with one who is sick relating to his 

spiritual wants, 

1. You want the peipetual exertion of God's 
power, for the continuance of your life^ and the 
•support of your faculties. 

2. You want his wisdom, to direct your uncer-^ 
lain steps. 

3. You want his goodness, to supply your daily 
necessities. 

. 4. You want his mercy, to pardon yoor num- 
berless sins. 

5. You want his grace, to assist you in the dfs-* 
t^harse of your various duties^ 

6. You want likewise a greater knowledge of God, 

7, You want more faith in Christ. 

8, You wai^t true repentance, pardon of sin, the 
love of God, and grace of Christ. 

JSfow you should plead for supply of these and 
your other wants in prayer. 

Because your wants are greatv 

Because God alcme can help yoos 

Because lie is good and compassionate. 

Because he hears prayer, and has promised the 
assistance of the Holy Spirit. 

And you should rejoice, that he is ever ready and 
able to aid and befriend you, because we all de- 
pend on him for temporal and eternal life* 
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Helps for conversing with one in his sickness who had lived 
religiously, in order to prepare him for death, 

1. Conrider your sickness as a fruit of sin, yet 
wisely and graciously designed to produce the 
peaceable fruits of righteousness, and a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory. 

2. Thus consider affliction^ and it will reconcile 
you to the disposals of Providence. 

3. Pray for divine grace and comfort suited to 
your weak and low condition. 

4. Renew your repentance towards God, and 
your faith in Christ. 

5. Warn all about you to set their hearts en 
heaven^ and to make it the business of their lives 
to prepare for death. 

6. Tell them what evil you have found in sin, 
what vanity in the world, what goodness in God 
and holiness, what comfort in Christ and the pro- 
mises; and how miserable you had been if yoii 
had never cared for your soul till now. 

7* Beg of them to liv& as they would die ; to 
give their hearts to God in Christ; to redeem 
their precious moments ; and to make sure of ever- 
lasting life. . 

8« KeeoUect your past mercies; such as to have 
been bom in a Christian land; to have had con- 
viction and conversion ; pardon and reconciliation; 
deliverance from sin and hell^ and lively hop^s of 
glory. Let your views of the goodness and love 
of God to you fill you with contentment and satui% 
faction, and tUrn your fear» into fervent Idve of 
Christ, and ardent desires to be with him. 

9* Be delighted in the thoughts of the everlast- 
ing rest, to wnich you are going, where you shall 
neither, fear, nor sin, nor suffer any more ; .but 
love and rejoice more than you can now ecmcttve/ 

10. Resign your soul into the hand of God 
and Christ, without one distrusting care for yourseU* 
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11. Magnify the goodness of God, and speak 

«well of his name^ his word, and his ways. Let 

others see there is a reality in the comforts of faith, 

and hope, and that the death of the righteous has 

enough in it to make their life also desirable. 

As your- tongue was ^en you to praise God, 
(and as you have but a little while more to speak,) 
exert all your remaining strength in his praise, in 
telling what you have found him, and in celebrat- 
ing the glories of his kingdom, into which you are 
entering, that others may feel something of your 
. hopes and desires. Then imitate your dying Sa- 
riour, and say, ^' Into thy hands I commend my 
'•spirit." 

Helps for conversing with one in sickness who has lived 
irreligiously, in order io prepare him for death. 

Sickness is an improper time for a preparation 
for death : little can be done. 

1 . Be assured, that till you are convinced of your 
need of a Saviour and Sanctifier, you are* in an 
unconverted state ; destitute of God's favour, and 
exposed to everlasting destruction. 

9. If you are convmced of this, and humbly ac- 
knowledge your sinfulness and misery, then Christ 
and salvation, with all the blessings of the cove- 
nant of grace, should be sought after most eai^ 
nestly. 

, 3. Give your immediate and hearty consent to 
have God for your reconciled Father, Christ far 
your Saviour^ and the Holy Spirit for your Sapc^ 
tifier. 

4. Resolve, if you recover,, to live to God through 
Christ, in all new and. holy obedience. 
^ 5. Think of the infinite love of God in provid- 
ing a Saviour, for you, and how exceeding great 
and precious the promises are, and what glory 
there is in heaven for every true peniteut.t. . 
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6* Tbink of the infinite importance of prajkig 
for yourself, that your heart may be made truly 
htimble and contrite, penitent and believing^ atid' 
be effectually converted from the love of sin, to the 
love of God and Christ, of heaven and holinees. 

7* If this late repentance and conversion would' 
have produced an holy life in case you recovered, 
and be not the mere result of a frightened con- 
science, there is reason to hope you may be saved* 
thoogl^ you die during this sickness. But God 
alone knows how far thin blossom would have 
borne fruit. He may therefore consider that life 
as amended, which would hav^ been amended if 
he had spared it. 

Helps for cornering mih one who u sick on the benefits 

of the Gospel, 

Consider the goodness of God in giving you the 
Gospel or covenant of grace by Jesus Christ. 

CJonsider the terms of it ; namely, faith, repent- 
ance, and renewed obedience. 

Consider the blessings of it ; namely, pardon of 
sin, the aid of the Holy Spirit, and eternal life. 

C<msider the duties of it; namely^ love to God 
and to your neighbour. 

Consider the promises of it, as sealed to you 
with the blood of Christ, and confirmed to you by 
' his resurrection, ascension, and the coming of the 
Holy Spirit. 

Consider your obligations to God for ail these 
mercies, this inestimable benefit. 

Helps for conversing with one who is sick on salvation by 

Jesus Christ, 

Had not man sinned there would have been no 
need of a Saviour; for Jesus Christ came into the 
world to save sinners. (I Tim. i. 15.) 

Sin is very offensive to God : ** Be ye holy, as I 
^•amhojy/' (I Peter i. 16.) 

£ 3 



The disobedietat and unruly are very offensive 
tp ut. 
'* You should confess your sins with shame and 

abhorreuce. 

Plead God's promises of forgiveness through 
Christ. 

Acknowledge your obligations to him. 

Though God is a ju6t God to punish, yet he is 
merciful to forgive. 

You should pray to be delivered from the power 
of sin, as well as from the guilt of it. 

Helps for convernng tcitk the sick on Chrisfs invitation 
to come to him, and his promise to receive alt who accept 
it on the terms of the Gospel, 

It is very necessary to enquire how are we to 
come to him ? There is no other way than by the 
desire of the heart turned to him in deep humility^ 
faith) and a lively sincere repentance. 

1 . You should come as a lost, undone, aind help* 
less sinner, to an all-sufficient and merciful Sa-^ 
viour, and say with Peter, ^< Lord^ save me, or I 
*• perish." 

2. Yqu should come as an humble, penit<snt sin- 
ner to an offended God, and say with the public 
can, ^< -God be merciful to me a sinner." 

3. As a polluted creature to a cleansing fountain 
of grace, 'and say with the lepers, << Unclean, uu- 
" clean ! Jesus, Master, have mercy on us." 

4. As a creature enslaved by sin and Satan, to 
a miffhty Redeemer, and say, ^^ If thou. Lord, wilt 
** mdie me free, I shall be free indeed." John viii» 
36. 

5. As a diseased soul to Christ, the great spiri- 
tual Physician^ and say with the woman in the 
Gospel, who was afflicted with a disease of long 
standing, *' If I may but touch his garment, I shall 
<< be wbole.^ Christ approves, and honours such 
faith. 
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6. As weary and heavy laden under the barden 
of sin, that Christ may give you rest. 

7* As a good subject and willing servant to 
Christ your Lord and Master. " His commands' 
" are not grievous." << Lord, what wilt thou have 
*< me to do?' 

8. The law pronounces us accursed. We are 
by the law condemned criminals. Let us then say 
with the apostle, ^^ If any man sin, we have an 
*^ Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righ- 
^' teous; and he is the propitiation for our sins»** 

9. As weak and iDSuffident, come to the Captaia 
of your salvation, and pray, ^ Teach my hands to 
'^ war, and my fingers ta fight against all my spiri- 
^' tual enemies,, we world, the flesh, and th^ 
'' devil/' 

i Helps for conversing with one who is sick, founded on 

some important texts. 

The language of too many unbelievers, while in 
health and prosperity, is, " Depart from us, for 
«< we desire hot the knowledge of thy ways." (Job 
xxL 14'.) I do not suppose you have ever said this 
in so many words; but is not your conduct to 
this efiect ? Does it not loudly proclaim this ? 
And do you not neglect to pray for the knowledge 
of God and his ways ? 

^^ All have sinned against God." (Rom. iii. S3.) 
"All are. become guSty before Odd." (Rom. iii. 
19.) Do you desire to be delivered froni this state ? 
** Whosoever believeth in Christ shall not perish, 

i " but have everlasting life." (John iii. 16.) Do you 
believe this, and pray that you may not perish? 

'* Whosoever shall call upon the name of the 
" Lord Jesus, shall be saved." (Rom. x. 13.) Do 

^ you call on him for salvation ? ** Christ came to 
** save sinners, the chief of sinners." (1 Tim. i. 15.) 
Do you • pray to him daily, that he may save 
you? Is such a salvation to be slighted? Ought 
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you not to pray earnestly that you may partake 
of it? 

" The blood of Christ cleansetk tjie penitent 
^ from all sin/' (1 John i. 7.) Ase you pemtent^ 
and desirous, that it may cleanse you ? 

*' The Holy Spirit is promised to them who ask 
^ it." (Luke xu 13.) Can you be holy without his 
assistance ? Do you desire to be sanctified ? 

^' Whoso offereth me praise, glorifieth me/' 
(Ps. 1. £3.) Do you dfdly offer praise to God, and 
glorify him ? Are you content to live without the 
knowledge of God, and salvation of Qiriat ? 

You may startle perhaps, and recoil at these 
questions; but thipk well of tiiese things: be se- 
rious ; be ftitfaful, and apply other passages ol 
Scripture in the same manner close to your con- 
sciences. 

Helps for conversing with one who is sick on the reasom 

for which he is afiicied, 

God doth not ofHict willingly, nor grieve the 
children of men. Lament, iti. 33; 

You should not consider your sickness as barely 
the effect of second causes, but as inflicted on you 
by Providence for some wise and good ends, as for 
the trial of your faith ; the exercise of your pa- 
tience ; the punishment of your sins ; the amend- 
ment of your life; or for the example of others; 
who, seeing your good beliaviour in such a day of 
trouble, may glorify your Father which is in hea- 
ven. Or else it may be for the increase of your 
future welfare, in order that by this humiliation 
here you may be led to Christy and to an higher 
degree of glory hereafter. Let me exhort you 
therefore to be patient in tribulation, resigned to 
the will of God ; and say with good old Eli, " It 
^ is the Lord ; let him do what seemetb good unto 
^ him." 1 Sam. iii, 18. 
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'Help* for conversing wUh one inpai^, 

1 . If the pain be acute, God will shorten it ; if 
lasting, he will alleviate it, or else increase your 
strength, and sanctify to yon Ae greatest painS) 
which he may not see fit to remove. 

9. No pain can be compared to the hope of 
glory. 

3* You should think on the examples of good 
men, wjio have suffered more. Meditate on 
Christ's sufferings, as recorded by the Evangelists* 
Read the twelfth dieter to the Hebrews. 

4. You have heard of the patience of Job. Bc^ 
ye also patient. James v. 11, 8. 

5. Hiis correction is intended to amend your 
life, to confirm your faith^ and to exercise your 
piety. ' ^ . 

6. You should be deeply penitent for sin; r^ 
ceive this afflictioil as a correction for it ; implore 
God*8 pardon for it; earnestly beg the aid of his 
Spirit to support yonj and pray, that, <* though 
** your outward man ^ould perish, your inwrnrd 
^* man may be renewed day by day." £ Cor. iv. 16* 

7. Think haw matoy are tempted to walk in the 
broad way which leads to destruction, and your 
will more easily bear your pain. Would you be- 
Nero, the cruel profligate Roman emperor? or 
Job, the faithful servant of God, under his com- 
plicated afflictions and painful boik? 

8. Afflictions are present physic for everlasdng 
health. 

d. Therefore prayer for grace, a dependence 
on Christ, obedience to the dictates of the Holy 
Spirk, and a progress in the divine life, are the 
true preparations for patient sufferings* 

Hdp$ for convening with one who is sick, in order ta 
6ri9g hyn to a serious enquiry into the state of his souL 

I am sorry to see you in .so weak a state. Youi^ 
weakness bid^ me be shorty find your meinAry id 
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not to be burdened with too much ; and yet your 
necessity must not be n^egted. Let me entreat 
you therefore to be attentive to what I am going to 
say; for I shall speak nothing but the certain 
truth of God, revealed to the world by his Son and 
Spirit, expressed in the Scripture, and believed by 
all sincere Christians. 

' The chaiige you are near (should thia sickness 
end in death) is very great. You are leaving this 
world, where you have spent the days which were 
allotted for your trials whether you would prepare 
fot eternity or not You are leaving your body 
to corrupt and turn to ccHunion earth, and you 
must here converse with man no more. You. are 
now going to see that world, of which the Gospel 
has told you, and of which you have often Aeard ; 
bttt which neitter you nor I have evef seen. 
Before your friends can have laid your body in the 
grave, your souliAust enter into its endless states 
add at the resurrectiom your body will be joined 
to it again. Either heaven or hell must ba }V>ur 
doom mr ever. If it be hdaven, you will there find 
a world of light, love^ and peaces and yon will 
dwell with glorified spirits for ever. If hell should 
be your portion, yoii will be driven itway from the 
face of God ; and you will there find It world 
of unholy, miserable, condemned spirits ; lUnong 
whom you must dwell, under the wrath of God, 
and the horrora of your own conscience ; remem- 
bering with anguish the mercy you once rejected^ 
the warnings you disregarded, and the time which 
once you lost ; and at the resurrection your soul 
and body will be re-united, and you must live there 
in torment imd de^air for ever. 

1 well know that these things are but half be- 
lieved by the. ungodly world, while they profess to 
believe them. They must therefore feel that whidi 
they refused to believe. But God has revealed it 
to us ; and let us believe our Creator. 
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Tkiolt, oh thmk what a ptepariction sitoh a 
change as this requires. 

So far may be sufficient for one visit. 

At astother you may proceed to this e£Pect. 

You cannot but be sensible that a great difference 
wiU be made at the day of judgment between the 
ngbyteotts and the unrighteous, the justified and the 
Condemned. How nearly then -does it now concern 
you to try which of these is your own condition* 
It may certainly be known, for ^^ God will judge 
** the world in righteousness" by the same law 
or eoYenant by which he governs it. Know but 
whom the law of Christ oondemneth or justifietb^ 
aad you may soon know whom the Judge will /con^* 
demn and justify ; for he will proceed according 
to the law. If you should die 1b an unrenewed 
state, *' die in your sins," your hope of heaven 
will die with you : and if you think ever so well <^ 
yourself till deaths and pretend ever so confidently 
to trust in Christ,' and the mercy of Qod, one hour 
will convince youy to your everlasting woe, that 
God's mer(^ and Chrisifs merits never brought 
«n Uiisanctified soul to heaven. Self-flattery availfi 
nothing, but to keep you from repeptiog till the 
tiine be past, and to quiet you in the snares of Sa* 
tan^ till there be no remedy. Immediately there- 
fore, aa y<Mi regard your souU examine yourself, 
and try in which of these conditiona you are, and 
JBi^e yourself actordingly, before God judge you, 

Tne ranainder may l^ deferred, if necessary, till 
the next visit. 

You may know> if you are willing, whether you 
have most minded earth, or heaven, and which 
you have preferred and sought with the highest 
esteem and resolution ; and whether your worldly 
or heavenly interest have been most prevalent ; 
and which of them it is that has had the ascen- 
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dancv over the other ? Cannot' yba tell what k is 
which has had most of your love and care, what 
lias been nearest to your heart, and which you 
have preferred when one was set asainst the other ? 
.Canndt you tell whether you have lived principatly 
with a view to the things of this world, and for the 
pleasures of sin ; or whether the Spirit of Christ 
has by liis word enlightened you, shewed you your 
sin and misery, humbled you for it, and set before 
you the glory of the life to ocmie, and the happiness 
of living in the Icfve of God ? Whether your heart 
has been united to himself and turned from sin to 
holiness, from the world to God, from earth to 
heaven ? And whether you are become a new crea* 
ture, to live for heaven, as you did for earth? 
Surely this is not so small and undtscernible a 
work, or change, but that he, who has perceived 
it in himself, may know it*. One of these is your 
case; and is it not high time to know which o( 
them it is, when God is ready to tell you by his 
judgments? If indeed you are in Christ, and his 
Spirit in you has renewed and sanctified you, and 
turned your heart and life to. God, I have then 
suffifcient foundation to speak peace and comfort 
to you^ But if it be otherwise, and you are yet 
living as without God in the world, and were never 
renewed by the Spirit of Christ, permit me to deal 
faithfully with you, as it is necessary for me to do 
with one in your condition ; and to set before you 
at once your sin and your remedy, and to tell you 
what you roust yet do, while any time and hope 
remain, if you have a real desire to be saved. 

* l%at you maj know it wUtfacldrily, consider well what is 
here said, and see likewise, page 6, the conversation with one in 
^ bad state. 
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SECTION III. 

HELPS FOR VARIOUS CONSOLATIONS IN SICJKNESS, 
AND FOR SELF-EXAMINATION. 

Consolations for one during his sickness. 

1. J. HE consideratiojp, that it is the hand of 
God which corrects you, ought to awaken your 
patience and submission. 

2. The end of his correcting you is not for his 
pleasure^ but your profit. 

3. Consider the greater sufferings of much more 
excellent and exemplary servants of God than 
yourself. 

4. You may learn resignation from the shining 
pattern of Christian sufferers ; you may leign it 
even from die patience and resolution of many 
among the heathens, who had neither your motives 
to incline them, nor jour hopes to encourage 
them. 

5. From the vidsaitudes of liealth you may and 
ouffht to derive comfort in sickness. V ou are now 
Adiy but have you not been a long time healthful ? 

6. The incomparable preference of sudi a sick 
state to full health, and forgetfulness of God. 

7* Your sickness and sufferings are far less than 
your deserts ; and therefore you should rather re- 
flect on what you deserve to feel, than on what you 
actually do feel. 

8. The advantages which arise from the exer- 
cise of submission in sickness. 

i). The common condition of mortality, which 
unavoidably subjects you to changes and chances, 
to sickness and sorrows, should recon'cile you to 
these whenever you meet with them. Sickpess 
should never be looked upon as an uoexpected 
guest. 

10. Comfort in sidmess may and ought to be 
derived from a comparative view of the evils of 
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Others; from the freedom of our minds; the at- 
tendance of our friends ; and the several advan- 
tages we enjoy in alleviation of our miseries. 

11. It is enough for the disciple that he be as 
his Master, who was a man of sorrows, and ac- 
quainted with grief; not the consequence of his 
own misdoing. Whatever we endure we may 
justly say, '* We receive the due reward of our 
<^ deeds, but he hath done nothing amiss.'' What- 
ever may be our distress, we have his instructive 
example to direct and support us, and we have his 
all-sufBcient sacrifice to atone for our sins, 

12. Consider, that the eternal crown of gloryy 
which shall be received by those who follow their 
blessed Master, and patiently endure to the end, 
shall more than overbalance all their miseries ; 
and the joyful and pleasing expectation of it will 
serve abundantly to lessen the present weight of 
them, and render them easy to fa^ borne. 

' A short plan of oontoHatnn. 

1 • The consolation itself*'] It is God's will, who 
still continues many comforts to us. His will 
always wise, good, and best* We are his crea- 
tures; he has a right to us, as we have to our cat- 
tle, or laqds. It is the Lord's doing. ~ This was 
the support of Eli, Job, and Hezekiah, 

2. T%e improvement.'] To wean our hearts from 
the world ; to set our affections above, where true 
joys are to be found; to excite us with greater 
diligence to prepare for our great change. ^< For 
** us men sAcHen, and fo^ us they die.** • 

S, The preparatimJ] The only preparation is 
' to secure the favour of God through Christ, and 
an interest in his merits, by which we are par- 
doned and justified; to secure likewise the aid of 
the Holy Spirit, by which we lire made fit for hea- 
ven. 
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Heads of anuolation, with suitable promises. 

As we are all sinners, however unblameable before 
men : as we are all sinners in the eye of God ; and 
38 we are all sinners against his perfect law; our 
chastisements are less than our deserts. 

Far less than those of Job, and other favourites 
of heaven. 

Unspeakably less than Christ endured, though 
wholly innocent. 

Endured too for us men, and our salvation. 

Afflictions proceed from fatherly love. 

Are medicines absolutely necessary for our souls. 

Christ himself made perfect through sufferings. 

Intended to wean us from a transitory world. 

To bring us to the knowledge, faith, and love of 
Christ. 

To set our afiections on the complete and ever- 
lasting joys above. 

Are light compared with the bitter pains of 
eternal death. 

Are short compared with the endless ages of 
eternity. 

Yet, by producing the afore-mentioned benefits^ 
work out an exceeding great and eternal weight 
of glory. 

Are a mark of our adoption, 

A proof, that God deals with us as with chil- 
dren. 

Yield opportunity of paying the most acceptable 
obedience to God. 

Resignation better than sacrifice. 

Submission more pleasing (through the blessed 
Redeemer) than the lat of rams. 1 Sam. xv. 99. 

We should often turn to some of the most sup- 

F 2 
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porting promises made to the afflictedi find trea-' 
sure them up in our memories: stich as the follow- 
ing 5 

'* And the Lord said, I have surely seen the 

^ affliction of my people which are in Egypt, and 

< have heard their cry, by reason of their task- 
** masters ; for 1 know their sorrows." Exod. iii. ?• 

<< Wait on the Lord ; be of good courage, and 

< he shall strengthen thine heart : wait, I say, on 
^ the Lord." Ps. xxviL 14. 

'* And call upon me in the day of trouble 3 I 
^ will deliver thee^ and thou shalt glorify me.'' 
Ps.Ll5. 

** My flesh and my heart £edleth ; but God is 

< the strength of my heart, and my portion for 

* ever^" Ps. Ixxiii. 26. 

<^ Behold, happy is the man whom God oor- 
^ recteth ; therefore despise thou not the chanen- 

* ing of the Almighty.'* Job v. 17. ^ 

^' nut though he cause grief, yet will be have 
^ compassion according to the multitude of his 
^ mercies.'' Lam. iii. 39. 

*^ And I will bring the third part through the 
' fire, and will refine them as silver is refined, and 

< will try them as gold is tried; they shall call on 
^ my name and I will hear them : I will say. It is 

< my people; and they shall say, The Lord is my 

* God." Zech. xiii. 9. 

** For our light affliction, which is but for a 

< moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding 

* and eternal weight t)f glory." 9 Cor. iv. 17. 
We should frequently meditate on these pro- 
mises. They should be in our minds as the honey- 
comb in our mouths. These are the balm for our 
sorrows ; a weU-spring of consolation ; and these 
are ours through the Redeemer's merits. He died, 
nav died even the death of the cross, to make our 
title to these glorious privileges, these rich conso- 
lations, sure. Let us say therefore with an ancient 
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safferer, «* Id God's word will I rejoice ; in the 
** Lord's word wUl I comfort me." Ptel. Ivi. lo. 



These Heads of consokUion should often be 
viewed, seriously considered, committed to me- 
mory or writing, that they may always be present 
with such as are afflicted, as more needful and more 
sovereign for the refreshment of tile soul than the 
choicest cordials for reviving the fainting body. 

Consolations from^ prayer, considered as the universal re- 
medy for all spiritual maladies* 

Tliis is the grand source of comfort ; as no true 
comfort can be had without it, and as all true com- 
fort may be derived from the right exercise of it. 

No greater comfort can be enjoyed in any state 
of affliction than fervent, faithful prayer. Are you 
then sinking under a load of guilt? Come unto 
Christ by humble faith, and earnest prayer, and he 
will pve you rest. Do you feel the pressure of sor- 
row, or the blast of censure? Instead of loathing 
your being, instead of breaking into sudden bursts 
of passion against your oppressors and slanderers, 
or contracting a settled gloom of malice, unbosom 
your secrets, and disburden your cares to him, who 
is both able and willing to resettle your discom- 
posed mind. All that envenomed rancour, which is 
apt to embitter our spirits against mankind in gene-* 
ral, and our enemies in particular, when we suffer, 
(or think .we suffer undeservedly,) will abate and 
die away, as we lifl our hearts to God in prayer ; 
and consequently, ^ set our affections on the things 
*^ above,'' reserved with the Father of mercies, and 
God of all comfort for us. Our bitter thoughts will 
then sweeten into an amiable humility, and ^e shall 
love our fellow-creatures. 

Happy effect of prayer, which divests afflictions 
of their sting, and can change malevolence into 
love. We should therefore pray for one another; 
for what blessing cannot prayer obtain ? If you 

f3 
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lack wisdcHD, by prayer you may gain it. If your 
sins be many and great, by prayer you may obtain 
pardon. If your lusts be strong and prevalent, by 
prayer you may have tbem weakened. If your 
graces be infirm, by prayer you may have them 
strengthened. There is no evil, which we feel or 
fear, but by priyer.it may be removed; no good, 
which we either want or desire, but it may be pro- 
cured by prayer. In short, prayer, faithnil perse- 
vering prayer, can do all things on a reliance upon 
that inestimable promise, *^ Ask, and ye shall 
" receive." 

Who then would live in the neglect of this very 
important duty ! Who would not live in the con- 
stant and sincere performance of what is so advan- 
tageous to themselves, and so acceptable to God ? 
The great spiritual Physician has prescribed this 
remedy for all our grievances, <^ Is any among you 
*^ afflicted? let him pray." Lo t here is the great 
sovereign and infallible medicine for the distressed 
soul, which is able to give ease to every complaint 

Are you cast down on a sick bed ? Call ror the 
elders of the church, and let them pray. This was 
Hezekiah's receipt when he was sick unto death. 
" He turned to the wall, and prayed." 
jC^f Are you infested with importunate temptations? 
. ^Then pray. So did St. Paul, when the messenger of 
Satan was sent to buffet him. <^ Thrice I besought 
" the Lord, that it might depart from me." 

A re you disheartened with the weakness of^ace? 
Pray. So did David, << I am feeble and sore bur- 
*' dened : I have roared by reason of the disquiet- 
*^ ness of my heart : Lord, all my desire is before 
« thee.'* 

Are you distressed with poverty ? Pray. So did 
David. *' I am poor and needy : my heart is 
<< wounded within me. Help me, O Lord my God ! 
♦< Oh save me according to thy mercy.*' 

Do you droop under the gnevfuces of old age ? 
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Pray. So did David, ^< Oh cast me not off in the 
^< time of old age, when my strength &ileth me.'' 

Are you troubled and dismayed with the fears 
of death ? Pray. So did David, '' My soul is full of 
<* troubles, and my life draweth nigh unto the grave. 
'< I am counted with them who go into the pit. I 
'' am as a man who hath no strength. But unto thee 
*^ have I cried, O Lord, and in the morning shall 
** my prayer prevent thee." 

Do you tremble at the thought of judgment ? 
Pray. So did David, <' My flesh trembleth for fear 
^^ of thee; and I am afraid of thy judgments." Look 
up with Jeremiah, and say unto God, '< O Lord, 
*' thou hast pleaded the cause of my soul ; thou hast 
<« redeemed my life. O Lord, judge thou my cause." * 

Are you afraid of the power, malice, and subtlety 
of your spiritual enemies ?' Pray. So did David, 
** Deliver me from mine enemies, O my God. De- 
*^ fend me from them who rise up against me, O 
<< bide me from the secret counsel of the wicked ; 
<^ consider mine enemies, for they are many, and 
'* they hate me with cruel haired. Oh ! keep mysoul, 
'* and deliver me.'' St. Paul prayed on the like oc- 
casion ; and he was answered with, <^ My grace is 
" sufficient for thee." 

So he intercedes for the Roman converts ; <^ May 
'^ the God of peace tread down Satan under your 
*• feet shortly." Rom. xvi. 20. 

In short, whatever evil presses you, have speedy 
recourse to the throne of ^ace; pour out your 
heart before the Father of all mercies, and God of 
all comfort, and be sure, if not of redress, yet of 
ease. We have his promise for it, which cannot 
fail : << Call upon me in the day of trouble, and I will 
'^ deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me." Some 
may pray to God with their lips only, while their 
heart is far from him : but be sure that he, who can 
truly pri^ from the heart, can never be truly mise- 
rable. Of ourselves we lie open to all evils; our 
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rescue is from ^bove ; and what interoourse bave 
we with heaven but by our prayers ? Your prayers 
can and will deliver you froui dangers, avert judg- 
ments, prevent mischiefs, and procure blessings. 
Your prayers can and will furnish you with strength 
against temptations, mitigate the extremity of your 
sufferings, sustain your infirmities, raise up your 
dejected spirits, increase your graces, abate your 
complaints, sanctify all good things to you, sweeten 
the bitterness of your afflictions, open the windows 
of heaven, shut up the bars of death, and vanquish 
the powers of hell. Pray therefore, and be safe 
and happy. 

AN HVMN, 

Which was composed for the consolation of a penitent 
Christian; more suitabtt perhaps than many of those 
printed on these occasions*. It may properly be used 
{if cotnmitted to memory) at any time of the day or night, 
as a profitable amusement and meditation; especially 
when rest cannot be obtained, sleepless, wearisome nights 
being appointed to the poor sufferer, 

jHY God, my grateful heart Til raise, 
A daily altar to thy praise : 
Thy friendly hand ipy course directs, 
Thy watchful eye my bed protects. 

2. 

When tempests, woes, and death are nighy 
Past mercies teach^me where to fly : 
The same almighty arm can aid, 
Now sickness grieves and pains invade. 

3. 

To all the various helps of art 
Kindly thy healing power impart ; 

* See StOQbouse*8 Spiritual Directions, p. 30, of tbe fifteenth 
cditien. ^ . 
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jBethesda^i bath * refus'd to save^ 
Unless an aagel blessed the wave, 

4. 

All med'cines act by thy decree, 
Beeeive commission all from thee ; 
And not a plant which spreads the plains. 
But teems with health wnen heaven ordaiosr 

5. 

Clav and SihanCs pool\ we find 
At heaVn's command restore the blind > 
Hence Jordan's waters once were seea 
To wash a Syrian leper jj; dean. 

6. 

But grant me greater favours still, 
Grant me to know and do thy will; 
Purge my foul soul from ev'iy stain^ 

And save me from eternal pain. 

« 
7* 

Can such a wretch for pardon sue ( 
My sins, my sins, arise to view ! 
Arrest my trembling tongue in pray'r^ 
And pour the horrors of despair; 

8. 

But oh ! regard my contrite sighs. 
My tortured breast, my streaming eyes ; 
To me thy boundless love extend. 
My God, my Father, and my Friend. 

9. 

These tender names I ne'er could plead, 
Had not thy Son vouchsard to bleed ; 
His blood procures for Adam's race 
Admittance to the throne of grace. 

* Se« John v. 4b •)• John ix. 7. X^ Kings v. I€l 
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10. 

When vice has shot its poison'd dart. 
And conscious gailt corrodes the hearty 
His blood is ali-sufBcient found 
To draw the shaft, and heal the wojind. 

IK 

What arrows pierce so deep as sin ? 
What venom gives such pain within ? 
Thou great Physician of the. soul ! 
Rebuke my pangs, and make me whole. 

12. 

Oh! if I trust thy sov'reien. skilU 
With due submission to Sky will. 
Sickness and Death shall both agree 
To bring me, Lord, at last to thee. 

A Letter of cmsolatkmfrom .4rchlnshop TiUotson toMti 
Hunt of Canterbury, voho had a cancer, of which he died 
in 1^7. 

Sib, I am soriy to understand by Mr, Janewa/fl 
letter to my son-in-law, Mr. Chadwidke^ that youi 
distemper s;rawa upon you, and that yoft seem tc 
decline so mat : I am very sensible how hraeh easiei 
it is to give advice against trouble in the case o 
another, than to take it in our own. 

It hath pleased God to exercise me of late witi 
a very sore trial, in the loss of my dear and onl] 
child*, in which I perfectly submit to his gooc 
pleasure, firmly believing, that he always does tha 
which is best: and yet though reason be satisfieq 
our passion is not so soon appeased ; and when n^ 
ture hath received a wound, time must be allowed 
for the healing of it Since that God hath thougU 
fit to give me a nearer summons of a closer warn 
ing ofmy own mortality, in the danger of an apc^ 

•• • Archbishop Tillotsoti never had a son; he had only ti 
daughters ; Mary, married to Mr. Chadwicke, and Elizabeth, ^ 
died before her. 



59 



plexy ; mrhich yet, I thank God for it, hath occa- 
siooed no very xndanchoiy reflections: but this 
perhaps is more owing to natural temper, than phi* 
iosophy and wise consideration. 
' Your case, I know, is very different, who are of 
8 temper naturally melancholy, and under a dis- 
temper apt to increase it; for both which great 
lUowances ought to be made : and yet, methinks, 
th reason and religion offer us considerations of 
at solidity and stren^h, as may very well sup-^ 
»rt our spirits under lul frailties and infirmities of 
e flesh ; such as these : 

That God is perfect love and goodness ; that we 
e not only his creatures, but his children, and are 
dear to him as to ourselves ; redeemed by that 
recious Son, who is the prince and pattern of suf- 
fers ; that he does not afflict tvilltngh/, nor grieve. 
le children of men ; and that all evils and afflic- 
ioos which Defal us are intended for the cure and 
prevention of greater evils, of sin and punishment ; 
^d therefore we ought not only to submit to them 
rith patience, as being deserved by us, but to re* 

E9ive them with thankfulness, as bdng designed by 
im to do us that good, and to bring us to that sense 
pf him and ourselves, which perhaps nothing else 
would have done; that the sufferings of this .pre- 
lent life are but short and slight, compared with 
that extreme and endless misery which we have de- 
served, and with that exceeding eternal weight of 
^lory which we hope for in the other world ; that 
if we be careful to make the best preparation we 
can for death and eternity, whatever brings us 
Dearer to our end, brings us nearer our happiness; 
and how rugged soever the way be, the comfort is, 
Lhat it leads to our Father's house, where we shall 
want nothing that we can wish for. When we la- 
bour under a dangerous distemper that threatens 
our life, what would we not be contented to bear,, 
in order to a perfect recovery, could we but be as-. 
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sured of it ? And should we not be willing to en- 
dure much more in order to happiness, and that 
eternal life, which God, who cannot lie, hath pro- 
mised ? Nature, I know, is fond of life, and apt to 
be still Jingering after a longer continuance here; 
and yet a long life, with the usual burthens and in- 
firmities of it, is seldom desirable ; it is but the 
same thing over again, or worse ; so many more 
nights ana days, summers and winters ; a repeti- 
tion of the same pleasures, but with less pleasure 
and relish every day; a return of the same or 
greater pains and trouble, but with less strength 
andpatience to bear them. 

These and the like considerationis I use to en- 
tertain mjrself withal, not only with contentment^ 
but comfort ; though with great inequality of tem- 
per at several times, and with much mixture of hu- 
man frailty, which will always stick to us whilst we 
are in this wprid: however, by thoughts of this 
kind death becomes more familiar to us, and we 
shall be able by degrees to bring our minds clos^ 
up to it, without starting at it. The greatest tender^ 
ness I find in myself is with regard to some near 
relations ; especially the dear and constant compa-! 
nion of my life ; which I must confess very sensibly 
touches me : but, when I consider (and so I hope 
will they also) that this separation will be but for a 
little while ; and that though I shall leave them in 
a bad world, yet under the care and protecticMi of a 
good God, who can be more and better to then^ 
tnan all other relations, and will certainly be so tc 
those that love him, and hope in his mercy, I rb 
oeive comfort 

I shall not need to advise you what to do, ai 
what use to niake of this time of your visitation : 
have reason to believe that you have been carei 
in the time of your health to prepare for this e^ 
day ; and have been conversant in those bool 
which give the best directions for this purpose ; ad 
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have not, as too many do, put off the great work 
of your life to the end of it; and then you have 
Dotfaing to do, but as well as you can under your 
present weakness and pains to renew your repents 
ance for all the errors and miscarriages of your 
life ; and earnest! v to beg God's pardon and for- 
giveness of them tor his sake, who is the propitia' 
tion^or our sins ; to comfort yourself in the good- 
ness and the promises of God, and the hopes of 
that happiness jrou are ready to enter4nto ; and in 
the mean time to exercise imth and patience for a 
little while ; and be of good courage, since you see 
land ; the storm, which you are lu, will soon be 
over, and then it will be, as if it had never been ; 
or rather, the remembrance of it will be a pleasure. 

1 do not use to write such long letters ; but I 
heartily compassionate your case, and should be 
glad if I could suggest any thing that might help 
to jnitigate your trouble, and make the sharp arid 
ragged way, through which you are to pass into a 
better world, a little more smooth and easy. 

I pray God to fit us both for that great change, 
which we must once undergo; and, if it be but in 
any good measure fit, sooner or later makes no 
great diiFerence. 

1 commend you to the Father of mercies^ and 
the God of all consolation, through the merits of 
his dear Son; beseeching him to increose your 
faith and patience, and to stand by you in your 
last and ^eat conflict; that when you walk through 
the valley of the shadow qf deaths you msiyfear no 
evil J ana when your hc^rt fails, and your strength 
iails, you may find him the strength of your heart, 
and your portion for ever. 

Farewell, my good friend ; and whilst we are 
here let us pray for one another, that we may have 
a joyful meeting in another world. So I rest. 
Your truly affectionate friend and servant, 

.John Tillotson. 
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Cousolatwm {eipectaUy in tickneu) far one loho i$ aged. 

1. Frequently reflect, that God has long conti* 
Qued your life through the many casualties nrhich 
have surrounded and threatened it. Entreat him^ in 
the words of David, " not to cast you off in the 
*• time of old age, nor to forsake you when your 
« strength faileth." Psal. Ixxi. J). 

2. Be thankful tor the many deliverances with 
which you have been favoured, and for the many 
supports Godf has been graciously -pleased to give 
you from time to time, (especially during your 
present illness,) and for the many years you have 
securely enjoyed, without the apprehension, ap- 
proach, or fear of evil. 

3. But principally you should consider what 
returns you have made for such distinguished 
mercies. 

4. Be ever mindful that you must be account- 
able at the bar of God for a long and sinful life, 
and for the use and abus^ of many favours, which 
will appear before God either to your joy or terror. 

5. Happy are you, if under the decay of nature 
you have the * support of your conscience ! Mise- 
rable are you, if under the infirmities of old age 
you have the terrors of a guilty mind. 

. 6. God has hitherto spared you : entreat him, 
that he may still further spare you for the purposes 
of repentance, faitli, and renewed obedience. 

7. Dedicate your heart and soul to his service in 
the short remainder of your life: short indeed, if 
this present sickness should not speedily sunimon 
you away, and render it still even shorter. 

8. Persevere in an established course of piety. 



Age, thou the loss of frie;ids and health shalt mourn : 
But thou art hastening to that quiet hoiun 
Where grief is hush*d ; the tempest dark and loud 
Shall beat, the wind shall blow ; thou in thy shroud 
(The world*s wild uproar heard no more) shalt rest. 
While peaceful lies the hillock on Hoy breiUBt. 
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and let not former habits of sin discourage you 
from attempting any thing towards making your 
peace with God on the terms of the Gospel, 

9. Pray fervently, that you may be enabled •* to 
'' finish your course with joy/' with good resolu- 
tions, and good deeds, and thus gradually prepare 
your heart (as well as your infirmities will permit) 
to obtain the heavenly kingdom, and enter into it 
with comfort and gratitude. 

10. These mercies you should daily and strenu- 
ously solicit God to grant for the sake and through 
the merits of his SOn Jesus Christ, our Lord and 
Advocate. 

Helps for selecting passages from Scripture for consola' 

turn, particularly in sickness. 

We should attend to the commands of God ; 
we should pray for grace and strength to perform 
them *, and we should treasure up in our memory 
suitable promises for our encouragement. I might 
bring many texts to this purpose; but I shall only 
mention the following as a specimen; which, though 
they are not found connectedly in the same chap- 
ter, may yet be pertinently applied for our direc- 
tion and comfort. 

77ie command,'] " Make you a new heart, and a 
" new spirit; for why will ye die?" Ezek. xviii. 31 . 

The prayer,'] " Create in me a clean heart, O 
** God, and renew a right spirit within me.** Ps. 
li. JO. ~ 

The promise.] " A new heart will I give yon, 
^' and a new spirit will I put within you ; and I 
^' will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, 
^^ and will give you an heart of flesh.'' Ezekiel 
xxxvi. 26. 

The command] " Thus sailh the Lord, Stand in 
** the ways, and see ; ^ask for the old paths, where 
^* is the good way, and walk therein.*' Jer. vi. 16. 

^2 ^ 



64 

The prayer,"] " See if there be any wicked way 
" in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.*' Ps. 
cxxxix. 94. 

The promises] «^They shall ask the way to Zion 
<< with their faces thitherward." Jer. 1. 5. 

The command.]^ ^^ Keep thy heart with all dili* 
" gence." Prov. iv, 23. 

The prayer.] " Oh ! keep my soul, and deliver 
*^ me !" Psal. xxv. 20. 

The promise,] ^^ I, the Lord, do keep it: lest any 
<< hurt it, I will keep it night and day." Isaiah 
xxvii. 3* 

The command.] << Believe in the Lord your 
" God." 2 Chron. xx. 20. 

ITie prayer,] ** Lord, I believe : help thou 
<^ mine unbelief." Mark ix. 24>. 

TTie promise,] ^^ They shall trust in the name 
« of the Ix)rd," Zeph. ixK 12. 

7%e command.] ^< Turn ye to the strong hold, 
" ye prisoners of hope." Zech. ix. 19. 

The prayer,] " Be thou my strong habitation, 
'« whereunto I may continually resort. Ps. Ixxi. 3. 

The promise.] ** He will dwell on high : his 
<* place of defence shall be tb^ munition of rocks." 
Isai. xxxiii. 16. 

» 

The command.] <' Learn of me, for I am. meek, 
<Muid lowly in heart." Matt. xi. &. 

The prayer.] «*That which I see not, teach 
" thou me." Job xxxiv. 32. 

The promise.] « They shall all be taught of 
«< God.'* John vi. 45. 

7S<? command.] " Let not sin reign in your 
" mortal body, that ye should obey it in the^livsts 
^* thereof," Rom. vi. 12, . 
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The phixier.l " Keep back * thy servant from 
« presumptuous sins : let them not have dominion 

« over me." Ps. xix. 13. ... 

The promise.'] " Sin shall not have dommion 
<^ over you ; for ye are not under the law, but 
" under grace." Ronl. vi. 14. 

The command.'] " Be not thou ashamed of the 
*' testimony of our Lord." 2 Tim. i. 8. 

The prayer.] " Let none that wait on thee be 
«' ashamed." Ps. xxv. 3. ^^ , j 

The promise.] " They shall not be ashamed 
« that wait for me." Isai. xlix. 23. 

The command.] '' Watch ye, and pray, lest ye 
« enter mto temptation/' Mark xiv. 38. ^^ 

Thejrrayer:] " Lead us not into temptation. 

Matt. vi. 13. . « J , ^ , T. Ml 4r 

The promise:] '' God is faithful, who will not 
<« suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able. 
1 Cor. X. 13. 

The command.]'' Be strong in the Lord, and 
« in the power of his might." Eph. vi. 10. 

The prayer.] « My soul melteth for heaviness; 
« strengthen thou me according to thy word. rs. 

cxix. 28. , .1 „^« T 

The promise.] « I will strengthen thee; yea, 1 
« will help thee ; yea, I will upho d thee with the 
« right hand of my righteousness. Isai. xli. lu. 

The command.] '' Pray without ceasing.'' 1 

Thessalonians v. 17. w t v^ 

The prayer.] " Lord, teach us to pray. l^uKe 

XI 1 ' ^ 

'The promise.-] "I will pour upon the house of 
« David and upon the inhabitante of Jerusalem 
"the spirit of grace and supplication. -fietu. 
xu. 10. 

G 3 
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Jlie command.'] " Your adversary, the^Devil, as 
'* a. roaring lion goeth about, seeicing whom he 
'^ may devour ; whom resist stedfast in the faith." 
1 Pet. V. 8, 9. 

The prayer.] " Save me from the lion's mouth." 
Ps. xxii. 21. 

The promise.] *' The God of peace shall bruise 
" Satan under your feet shortly." Rom. xvi. SQ. 

The command.] ** Be thou faithful unto death." 
Rev, ii. 10. 

The prayer.] ** Let integrity and uprightness 
•* preserve me." Ps. -xxv. 21. 

TTie promise.] '^ Even to old age I am he; and 
^^ even to hoary hairs I will carry you.'^ Isaiah 
xlvi. 4. 

The command.] <* Sing praises to God ; sing 
*' praises : sing praises to our King ; sing praises. 
Ps. xlvii. 6. 

The prayer.] " O Lord, open thou my lips, 
" and my mouth shall shew forth thy praise.*' Ps. 
K. 15. 

The promise.] " This people have I formed for 
" myself: they shall shew forth my praise." Isaiah 
xliii. 91. 

Helps for examining into the temper and conduct of, the 

siek, 

1. Have you accustomed yourself to watch over 
the general current of your thoughts ? 

2. Have you examined the state of your mind ' 
by the rule of God's word, and not judged bv the 
opinion you may have entertained of yourself, or 
which others may Entertain of you ? 

3. Did you ever pray earnestly to God to pre- 
serve you from error, and to guide you into the 
way of.truth ? 

4. As you cannot but know that you are guilty 



67 

before God^ did you ever consider the sad conse* 
quences of such a state, that ^' the wages of sin 
'^ are death ;" and that the sentence on all impe- 
nitent sinners will be, " Depart from me, ye 
" cursed?" 

5. Do you not seek the praise of the world by 
compliances or neglects, which displease God ? 

6. Did you ever enquire in good earnest,. as a 
guilty and helpless sinner, what you must do to be 
saved ? 

7* Do you acknowledge the necessity of repent- 
ance towards God, and faith in our Lord Jesus 
Christ, (evidenced by works,) in order to yotir jus- 
tification and eternal salvation ? 

8, Do you believe, that if you watch, pray, and 
attend seriously to the appointed means of grace,L 
*' the blood of Christ will cleanse you from all 
** sin ?" 1 John i. 7 . 

9. Do you find the love of God and your neigh- 
bour increasing in your heart ? And do you thmk 

I charitably of those who differ from you in senti- 

. ments and worship?. 

I The whole of this important examination is in a 

' great measure contained in this single text, ** Are 

f " you conformed to this world, or not ? Are you 
transforined by the renewing of your mind, or 
not? Have you proved (or tried and known by 

V your own experience) that the will of God is good, 
acceptable, and perfect?' Rom. xii. 2. And do 

] you take it as a rule for the conduct of your life ? 
This is the touchstone, which will shew what it 
is to have the power, as well as the form, of godli- 
ness*; what it is to do the will of God, and to 

; delight in itf ; to rejoice in Christ Jesus J ; to wor- 
ship God in spirit and in truth $. In short, it will 

I shew the difference between a nominal and real 
Christian. 

•2Tim.m.5. f Pi. cxix. 16. t Pl»l- »»• 3. §Johniv. 2t. 
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Helpt/or an examination as to the sick man's real state* 

1. Have you examined the state of your soul as 
to faith, (Heb. xi. 6.) and asto practice; (Heb, xii. 
14.) and how far thesfe have agreed with the 
Gospel ; with your baptismal vow ; and with your 
Christian profession ? 

2. Have you judged and condemned yourself for 
all your sins with that hearty repentance and true 
faith, to which God has promised through Christ 
forgiveness of sins, that they may be blotted out by 
his mercy ? 

3. Do you enjoy the satisfaction of believing on 
this solid foundation that you are now in a par- 
doned state ? 

4. Do you daily pray to God for assistance to 
keep you in this state, and exert your own endea- 
vours vigorously to continue in his favour? 

5. Do you reflect on the sins which most easily 
beset you ? and are you sensible of your own 
wretchedness ?. 

6. Do you believe that God, through his Son 
Jesus Christ, will deliver you from your sins on 
the terms of the Gospel ? 

7. Have you an earnest desire of amendment, 
and a settled hatred of sin? 

8. Will you endeavour to live more and more 
after God's will and commandments for the future? 

Helps for an examination as to the sick person's discharge 
of those two important duties, self-examination and 
prayer, 

1. Have you examined how far you have kept 
your baptismal vow? what sins you have com-- 
mitted, and what duties you have omitted, tliatyou 
may put up suitable prayers ? , 

2. Have you examined whether you truly repent 
of your sins ? Is there no favourite sin you desire j 
to keep ? Is there no duty you wish to avoid ? 
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3. Have you prayed to God, that you may not 
only know, but obey his whole will, and never wil- 
fully offend him ? 

4. Have you prayed, that your afflictions may 
be sanctified, and that you may be assisted under 
them? 

V 

5. That you may be enabled to imitate Christ's 
example by a submission to the will of God? 

6. That you may improve in grace and holiness, 
so that this sickness may end in a godly life, or an 
happy death ? 

(^ It was an excellent direction for improve- 
ment in holiness given by the great and good 
Bishop Butler, (late Bishop of Du;*ham9) in his 
Charge to the Clergy, that at some particular 
I hour, suppose morning, noon, or evening, when 
the clock strikes, (especially any church clock, as 
that would be a lo.ud and never-failing memoran- 
dum,) they should set themselves, as in the presence 
of God, for a few minutes^ and that a secret eja- 
culation might then be put up, in whatever com-* 
pimy or employment they should happen to be en- 
gaged. 

Hiflps for an examination as to the sick person* $ fpiriiuaf 

improvement. 

Do you think you* are in a state of wrath or of 
grace? 

Do you live in apy known sin ? 

How long have you left offlsuch or such an evil 
course ? 

Are you constant morning and evening in prayer 
to God? 

Do you delight in it ? 

Do you read and meditate on the Scriptures? 

Do you trust in God for help in all your con* 
cerns? 

Do you find yourself ** growing in grage and iu 
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«* the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
« Christ?" 

On the whole, do you think you are fit to die ? 

Helps for a sick man to examine himself, particularly as 
to his profession in life, natural constitutio?i, and the tn- 
fluence of bad company^ 

As no flattery is so fatal as that of the physician 
and the divine, it is very unjustifiable in any one 
to speak peace to the sict where there is no peace, 
(Ezek, xiii. 10.) though people in general love to 
have it so. (Jer. v. 31.) Now in order to search 
the heart thoroughly, it ^nay be proper in some 
cases to desire the sick person to exsimine himself 
how far he has been guilty of those sins which 
were incident to his particular way of life, whether 
as a minister, physician, lawyer, tradesman, &c. 
It cannot be supposed that either of these will 
make an open declaration of anv injustice he 
may have practised in his particular profession; 
nor is it required of him to make any confession of 
such secret sins, but to God only; yet it is very 
necessary to remind him of these things, that he 
may closely examine himself in what he has been 
deficient, either through negligence, or want of 
care, or any guile or fraud in discharging his duty. 

He shbuld likewise examine what sms arise from 
his natural constitution; for when nature herself 
stirs up the passions, it is probable that he may 
** commit all lincleanness with greediness," Ephes. 
iv. 19. 

He should further examine what sins he may 
have contracted by keeping improper company, or 
from the contagion of the world ; for fi-om hence 
are derived most of our evils, and all our miseries, 
in this world and the next. Men in general are 
partial, and too favourable to themselves and their 
actions, whether good or bad. Some are flatteren 
of otherSf but all of themselves. ' 
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SECTION IV. 

HELPS J'OR LIVING AND DYING HOLILY ; AS LIKV- 
WISE HELPS IN REGARD TO THE BEHAVIOUR OF 

THE SICK, AND THE ATTENDANTS ON THE SICK. 

« 

Helps for living while in health, so as to be in a constant 
state of preparation for sickness, 

1. {Sincerely repent of every known sin; for 
it is sin which gives death its sting; and pardon is 
promised to sincere repentance. 

Q. Trust your soul with all its interests in the 
hands of Jesus Christ on the terms of the Gospel. 
He is the owner of it by the rfght of redemption. 
To save souls is his proper oiBce^ work, and even 
covenant. He intercedes in heaven, and prepares 
mansions there. 

3. Devote yourself entirely to God, and live to 
please him, and to do good to all around you. 
Thus your conscience will bear witness on a sick 
bed, that notwithstanding all your infirmities, you 
have answered the great ends of life. 

4. Take heed of quenching the spirit, (1 Thess. 
V. 19.) Whatever good we do, either in sickness 
or health, it must be by the assistance of that di- 
vine agent. If we cease to pray for it, (see Luke 
xi. 13*) and resist its gracious influences, it will 
withdraw from us ; and we shall gradually lose our 
love to holiness, and grow indifferent to the things 
of God. 

5. Live continually in a thankful sense of the 
love of God to your own soul. Daily consider 
the greatness of that love, both in the nature of 
God, and in the blessings of the Gospel ; and like- 
wise in your own particular experience of his love. 
This will make heaven desirable^ and overcome the 
fears of death. 

6. Live in heaVen while you are on earth by 
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frequent meditation on it. A great part of prepa- 
ration for sickness lies in ^is. If you are a stran- 
ger to heaven in health, you will be 'too much so 
in sickness. If you are risen with Christ, you will 
seek those things which are above. ** Where your 
<< treasure is, there will your heart be also." Matt. 
vi, 21, 

7. Live a life of self-denial. Let nothing in this 
world be too dear and pleasing to you. If you 
are over-fond of any thing here, parting will be more 
difficult. Endeavour to lessen your attachment to 
it by the consideration that you roust soon leave 
that, or else that that, will soon leave you. 

8. Get some good assurance of your own since- 
rity. If you doubt this, it will excite your fear, 
and make you dread a sick bed, and be unwilling 
to die. Examine your repentance, ^th, love, and 
every Christian grace, once every week. 

!)• Ke^ your worldly affairs in as settled a «tate 
as the nature of them will permit, and never be 
without a will : sickness is not a proper time to 
make wills. 

10. Be serious, and then you ^' will be wise, and 
" consider your latter end/' 

A solemn Declaration of the disposi^n in which a man 
would wish to be found in sickness or at death ; and which 
ought to be frequently (suppose weekly or monthly) and 
devoutly ma^e, as in the presence of God, 

My Lord and my God,^ in this uncertainty of 
the time, place, and manner of my death, i desire 
to adore thy providence in every thing which thou 
shalt be pleased to appoint concerning me ; and 
not knowing in what circumstances I may be at 
that awful hour, I will do at present what I desire 
should be done then. And I humbly beseech thee 
favourably to receive this declaration then, which 
I solemnly make before thee now. 

As in the last moments of my life I may be de- 



73: 

prived cf speech and reason, and unable eilher to 
speak or think of thee, I here thank thee, O Lord, 
that tfaou hast given me Ufe ; whereas 1 might never 
have been created, and consequently never could 
have been a candidate (as I now am) for admission 
into thy kingdom of glory. 

I thank thee that I was bom in a Christian'^ 
country, whereas I mighthave been bom in a land 
where thy Gospel is yet unknown. 

I adore thee as the fountain not only of my na- 
tural^ but of my spiritual life* .Thou art truth, and 
I believe .what, thou hast declared by thy Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Thou art faithfulness, and I 
trust in the performance of thy promises. Th6u 
art the supreme God, and I desire, to love thee su- 
premely now and for ever. 

It is thou, .O Lord, who hast created me by an 
effect of thy power, redeemed me by an act of thy 
love, sanctified me by thy grace, conducted me by 
thy providence, and designed me for heaven : foE 
this end thou hast admitted me into thy church by 
baptism^ guided me by thy word, refreshed nie by 
' the sacramentaltbread and wine, and comforted me 
with the. gracious ii^ueaces of the Holy Spirit. 

Many and great, are the mercies! have received.. 
*' Thou idailyrioadest.me with thy ben^ts." Yet 
how uhsaitafole have been my returns to thee 1 In- 
gratitude, vain-glory, impatience, unbelief, and in-, 
numerable other sins* 

But, Ox my God, the greater my offences, 4he 
greater will be thy glory m pardoning them. Sins 
ipnuiD^rable^ ^Uien.as. mine, stand in need of abun-* 
dant mercies, sudi asithine.-, ' . .> > 

^ I plaaid thereCbre, O Lord, thy boundless mer- 
cies .in Ch^'ist Jesua, and. am truly sorry that I. 
have provoked thee so long, known thee so late^ 
and loyed thee so little. ^. . 

Here -in thiae. awful presence, O Lord, il declare 
my .deteatajtioBof. all my Am both of heart and 

H 



74 

life, because thev are contrary to thy holioesi) and 
abominable in thy sight. 

And I offer thee, O Lord, for reparation of the 
outrages of my sins against thee and my fellow- 
creatures, the love, obedience, and merits of thy 
Son, my only Saviour ; and I submit to death, as 
justly merited for my sins, having been disobe* 
dient, and therefore most justly condemned to suf- 
fer death. But spare me, O Lord, spare thy ser- 
vant, redeemed by thy Son's most precious blood, 
that I may not simer everlasting punishment. 

I submit to the destruction of tihe body, which 
has been the instrument of so many sins ; I sub- 
mit to the destruction of it in obedience to thy do- 
mioion over me. I submit to aU the desertions, 
troubles, pains, agonies, and all the evils thou hast 
reserved tor my offences. It is my earnest prayer, 
that I may be enabled by such a submission to 
shevir, that I devote myself wholly to thee in life 
and in death. 

And I humbly beseech thee, O Lord, to re- 
member, that I am the work of thy hands, and re- 
deen^ed by thy Son's death. He died, and encou- 
rages me to follow him. He loved me, and I de- 
sire to love him. I solemnly declare my belief in 
the glorious Gospel, the terms^ of which I thank- 
fully embrace. I renounce all self^oniidence, and 
have no hope of salvation but in this merits of my 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

If there be any thing which may arise in me 
contrary to this, 1 disown it; for it is my earnest 
desire, thdt the last motion of my heart may be one 
of adoration, offering up to thee the homage of my 
whole being. May it be likewise a motion of love 
to thee, and to the Lord Jesus Christ, and may 
that love be continued to all eternity \ 

When I think on what I -Aould nave been, and 
on what I have been, I am confounded*- ^< Lord, 
'* save me, or I peiish.'' I am under gr^at fimrs, 
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because my sins are so great, and thy judgments 
so terrible: yet notwithstanding my fears, my 
hopes are greater, because thou art merci^l, and 
hast promised forgiveness through Jesus Christ to 
every penitent sinner. Oh ! that my repentance 
may be sincere^ and that I may not deceive myself 
by supposing 1 am penitent, when I am not. 

My iaith is weak : Lord, strengthen it, that I 
may rdy more fiilly on thy promises, and so be 
' numbered with thy saints in glory everlasting. 

I again adore thy power, which created me; thy 
soodDess, which redeemed me ; thy wisdom, which 
has enlightened me; thy providence, which has 
ffoyemed me ; thv mercy, which has so often par- 
doned me. I adore also thy justice^ and submit 
myself to it, as it has decreed death for the punish- 
ment of sin. 

And I submit with the hope, that thy mercy in 
Qirist Jesus will answer for me before the tribunal 
of thyjaaitice; and that thou wilt for his sake re- 
ceive me into thy kingdom of glory ; there to praise 
thee, ahd the great Redeemer, through all the 
boundless ages of eternity. 

N. B. This declaration partly expresses the dis^ 
position in which every real Christian desires alwd^ 
to be founds especially at the hour of death* He 
prays that his mind may then be strongly impressed 
with a true sorrow for sin, and a fervent hve for 
Godj and his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, 

The fear of death decreases in proportion as our 
faith in the Redeemer increases : but great caution 
is necessary, lest our faith should be presumption 
only. Let it be remembered, that, as *^ without 
*^ faith it is impossible to please God," (Heb. xi. 
6.) so ^^ without holiness no man shall see the 
« Lord." (Heb. xii. 14.) 

h2 
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The state of a condemned sinner illustrated by comparing 

' him with a condemned malefactor, in order to shew the 

absurd notions which too many entertain of salvation. 

It is very surprising that such numbers, as call 
themselves Christians/ should be so much uncon- 
cerned about their future state, and entertain such 
wild conceits of their salvation. How often during 
my attendance on the sick have I found them very 
ignorant of the terms of the Gospel, and of that 
holiness, without which (as the apostle has de- 
clared) ^^ no. man shall see the Lord," and to 
whofin heaven would be no heaven were they ad- 
mitted into it. Their notion in general is, that 
God will be merciful, and pardon iheir sins, though 
they have disregarded the means of grace, and 
never had any of the necessary qualifications for 
the enjoyment of a society of the spirits of just men 
made perfect. I shall endeavour therefore to shew 
by the following comparison, that a pardon of 
^^ff their sins, on which they presumptuously depend, 
could be of no signification to them, unless they 
had acquired that holiness, which is absolutely ne-' 
cessary to fit them for heaven. I have placed the 
comparison in opposite columns^ that it may more 
clearly be apprehended* by common readers. 

Suppose some wretch <- Suppose likewisesome 
ed. malefactor, condemn- miserable sinner con- 
ed for his crimes to suffer demned for his trans- 
an ignominious death. gressions.to suffer eter- 
nal torments. 

Of what importance Of what importance 

'would a pardon be to would a pardon be to 

such an one, if, at the such an one, if he was 

' same time, he was Ian- still under the poWer of 

guishing in the last state his clead}y sins, the de- 

of a consumption, or un- plorable sickness of the 
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der e complication of 
diseases for which he 
knew no cure? and 
which diseases as they 
prevent his body from 
receivingits naturalnou- 
risfamen^ must unavoid- 
ably tind speedily brilig 
him to th^ grave ? 

But could he obtain a 
pardon through the in- 
tercession of a physician, 
I who would at the same 
i time^ if solicited, bring 
I to his assistance, as a 
•sure remedy, a powerAiI 
medicine, in the con- 
tinual use of which his 
drooping nature would 
; gradually be revived, till 
a cure was completed ; 



Then a pardon would 
indeed avail, and he 
would have true reason 
to re]oii:e for so com- 
plete a deliverance ; be- 
cause by the aid' of 
powerful medicines he 
would be restored td 
that health of body, 
which would enable him 
to eiyoy the society of 
his fellow-creatures^ 



mind, for wluch he knew 
no cure? and wfaidi 
sins, as they prevent his 
soul from receiving its 
spiritual nourishment, 
must unavoidably and 
speedily bring hiin to 
everlasting destruction ? 



But could he obtain a 
pardon- through the me- 
diation of Christ, who 
would at the same time, 
if solicited, bring to his 
assistance, as a sure re- 
medy, the means of 
grace and influences of 
the Holy Spirit, in the 
continual use of which 
the hew man would gra- 
dually be formed in him, 
till he had attained an 
utter abhorrence of sin, 
and a delight to do the 
will of God ; 

Then a pardon would 
indeed avail, and he 
would have true reason 
to rejoice for so com- 
plete a deliverance ; be- 
cause by the aid oif the 
Holy Spirit he would 
be restored to vital holi- 
ness, that health of soul, 
which would enable him 
to enjoy the society of 
the ble^ed. 
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Happy is it for us (though, alas ! we are not 
sufficiently sensible of the blessirig) that, sick and 
distempered as we are, we hawe a physician in our 
Judge^ able to pardon our sins, and to heal our 
distempered souls. 

^ The following plan I drew up some years 
ago, and printed many hundreds of it for the use 
of the parishioners of Great and Little Cheverel ; 
and it is inserted here in hope that its usefulness 
may be extended, particularly to the sick. 

The Plan of Salvation, as contained in the 

• Gospel covenant. 

The design of a. 

To exalt the Saviour. Phil. il". 9. 
To humble the sinner. Luke xvii. 10. 
To promote holiness. Heb, xii. 14*. 

' The blessings promised. 

Pardon of sin. Acts x. 43. 
Assistance of the Spirit. Luke xi. 13. 
Eternal glory. 1 Pet. v. 10. 

The terms required. 

Repentance. Luke xiii. 3. 

Faith. Heb. xi. 6. 

ftenewed obedience. Heb. v. 9. 

The true nature of repentance. 

It is a real and total change of heart and li£e ; and 

consists in 
Sorrow for sin. 2 Cor. vii. 10. 
Confessing it. Ps. xxxii. 5. 
Forsaking it. Prov. xxviii, IS. 
Perseverance in well-doing. Matt. x. 22. 

The principal means of grace, ; 

Secret, Matt. vi. .6. and family prayer. Jer. x» 25' 
§elf-examination» 2 Cor« xiii i. . ^ 
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Meditation. Pa. cxix. 149. 
Public worship. Heb. x. S5. 
Receiving the sacrament. Luke xxii. 19. - 
Reading the Scriptures. John v. 39. 
Religious conversation*. 1 Thess. v. 1 1. Prov. xv# 
7. Mai. iii. 16. 
* 

On the regular and constant use of these means 
in a reliance on the Gospel covenant is founded 
the hope of glory. 

The body (given us by God) is to be preserved 
by the due use of wholespme food. 

The soul redeemed by Christ is to be npurisbed 
by the due use of the means of grace, which are 
the proper food of souls. 

Without the continual use of suitable food both 
must perish. 

Helps for the sick person himself how to behave properly 

under it, 

!• You should constantly be mindful to behave 
with patience and thankfulness to all those (whe- 
ther relations, friends, or servants) who kindly 
attend on you in your sickness. Be not fretful, 
nor shew uneasiness or anger on any little forget- 
fulness or slowness in those about you, or if things 
should not be ready for you just when and how 
you would have them to be. . 

2. You should frequently say to yourself under 
any temptation to be displeased with your attend- 
ants, << Lord, enable roe to bear with patience all 
^^ the pain or severity of the distemper which I 
^* now suffer, and to receive with thankfulness all 
^ the necessary services which others endeavour to 
** render me.*' 

3. You should moreover beg of God <* to re- 
^' member for good** all their kind offices to you; 

.' ' . • . 

* See Dr. Lucas's very useful little tr^ct on the Influence of 
Keligious Conversation, wi^h the 'Regulations of it Aiso, Walker's 
^guUtibiis of Religions Conversation/ 
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and not << to remember against yon" yoar fretfiil- 
ness or peevishness in your acceptance of tkelr 
services. 

4. You should desire them to consider your iireak- 
ness, to pity it^ and to bear with it ; and you should 
strive to watch against it, and not to &11 into it 
continually by giving way to it. 

5. You should shew your contentment by an haF- 
bitual readiness to comply with the directions of 
every kind which may have been given you, espe- 
cially with those by the minister and your physi- 
cian ; and you should oflen with gratitude express 
your satis&etion that you have such comforts 
about you, while so many, much better than your- 
self, stand in need of them. 

6. If your sickness be of such a nature, that any 
noise would aiFect you, or the sight of company 
agitate you, or be rather troublesome than accept- 
able, you should not but of compliment admit them. 
They should be informed, that an interview would 
be prgudiciiil to you, and that you cannot con-' 
verse with them. When you found yotirself a lit- 
tle refreshed by sleep, or by the mitigati6n of your 
distemper, you might choose perhaps to have that 
interval to yourself for reflection, and j^our private 
affairs, especially if you were dangerously ill ; and 
should any one inconsiderately desire to see you, 
on hearing you are a little better, (as is too often 
the case,) you must absolutely prohibit it, or risk 
your recovery. No prudent friend would attempt 
to break in upon you at such a time, though he 
would be always ready to visit you .whenever you 
signified to him that his company might be helpfiil 
to you. 

7. When you are incapable of reading, or using 
any forms of prayer yourself, let srich as you think 
b^t suit with your present need and desire be 
read to you by an attendant on ypu. Or, if you 
should be so very ill that you cannot hearken to 
any reader, put up some short petitions^ or ejacu- 



81 

iationsj which you may do frequently and devoutly 
from your own -ineoiory, or ftbm what your own 
wants and feelings will naturally suggest to you ; 
particularly for a blessing on the medicines you. 
are taking. 

8. Besides your own prayers for yourself, you 
should desire the ptayers of others for you. You 
should send to the minister, and request the pub- 
lic prayers of the congregation to which you be- 
long. And if you can afford to give alms at the 
same time to tne poor, the prayers of the church 
will' be more likely to prevail for you. Cornelius's 
alms accompanied bis prayers. Acts x. 31. 

9. When you can receive any friendly visitors 
without inconvenience, desire the favour of such 
of them as are religiously disposed to remember 
you in their prayers t thm shewing on all occa^ 
sions your ^ye is looking W'God for help in your* 
sickness more than to man ; and that you expect 
to reap your chief benefit from fervent prayer, 
especially from the prayers of those who are the 
most faithful servants of that God, who has de^ 
Glared, for our consolation, that he heareth prayer. 
See the Cotisplations from Prayer, p. 57. 

10. By such ways and thoughts as these you 
may bear your pain and weakness with patience, 
thankfulness resignation, and trust in God. You 
may likewise make such reflections on them as are 
fittipgfor a sick bed. 

Helps for the attendants on the sick, in regard to their 

behaviour. 

1. You may give some assistance in promoting 
the salvation of the sick, and should therefore add 
to your care of his body that of his soul ; for by 
this you will best testify your love, and do him the 
most signal service. 

2. You should prevent,* as inuch as possible, his 
mmd from being diverted from serious tilings, 



either by the impertinent discourses or improper 
behaviour of those who visit him. 

3. You should cherish in him, as much as you 
well can. the pious thoughts which the minister 
has excited ; read to him, when convenient, plainly 
and distinctly, one of the seven penitential Psahns, 
[namely, vi« xxxii. xxxviii. li« cii« cxxx. cxliiL] 
some passages relating to the sufferings of Christ, 
or such other parts of Scripture, as may be most 
beneficial to him in bis present circumstances* 

4. As the minister (though he may visit him 
often) cannot always ,be with him, you should eii- 
deavour to supply his place by advising and com- 
fordnff the sick on whom yo^ attend. 

5. You will naturally expect the same kindness 
from others, if you yourself should ever be s^zed 
with any dangerous iUuess : you should therefore 
put in practice tiift SbiiraUe rule of our Lord, 
<< All things whatsoever ye would that men should 
*^ do unto you, do ye even so to them." Matthew 
vii. 12. 

6. If you are much grieved to see th^ sick per- 
son dangerously ill, you should endeavour to check 
and moderate your grie^ especially before him, 
since it is vain, useless^ and contrary to ri^ht rea- 
son, because it does no real good ; and if it be in- 
dulged too far, it will be displeasing to God ; who 
may indeed forgive it ; yet excessive grief can never 
be indulged wimout opposing his authority. You 
should use therefore your best endeavours and 
prayers, in order to subn^it your will to God^s will. 

7. If the sick be likely to die, you who are 
about him will probably be reminded by the mi- 
nister of the uncertainty of life, that death is the 
common lot of all ; that you should not be either 
averse to your own death, or too greatly lament 
that of others; since we Were all born on this con- 
dition^ that we should leave the world when God 
commands ; and we must all soon follow the de- 
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ceased to the ffrave. *^ Your fathers^ ivhere are 
<^ they ? And t£e prophets, do they live for ever ?*^ 
Zetbk i» 5. 

8. You who are the attendants ^hould do all in 
your respective stations diligently and tenderly. 
You should join in prayer with the minister; you 
should put up ejaculations to heaven, that it may 
please God to give the dying person rest and par- 
don, and to yourself grace to live well, and to die 
holily and happily. You should make no outcries 
en toe departure of the soul from the body; nor 
give any positive judgment afterwards on the state 
of the deceased, because he died quietly, or vio- 
lently ; with great fears, or a cheerful confidence ^ 
ia bis senses, or out of them ; with convulsions aad 
terrible ligonies, or in silence, like an expiring lampj 
for these may happen severally according to 'the 
constitution of the person, and the nature of his 
disiehiper ; or as God pleases to dispense the grace, 
or the punishment, for reasons only known to 
himself. 

Further helps for the attendants on the skk, in regard to 

their behaviour^ . 

1. You should read to the sick person, if he be 
not able to read himself, some suitable portions of 
Scripture, or discourse with him profitably on re- 
pentance, redemption, patience, thankfulness, trust 
in God, death, judgment, heaven, and hell. 

2* You should eildeavour occasionally to suggest 
serious thoughts fit for the comfort or admonition 
of one who is looking on himself as taking leave 
of the world, and going to meet his eternal doom. 

3. You should endeavour to spiritualize acci- 
dents, and take occasion from all that happens td 
excite the sick person to make profitable reflect 
lions, so that he nmy not want the hint of a good 
thought, as often ai^ he is ready to receive it. A 
most cotnfbrtabte mxd important text for his me- 
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ditation aiid your prayer for him is, '^ that the 
** God of hope may fill liimVith all joy and peace 
^^ in believiogy that he may abound in hope through 
'* the. power oflhe Holy Ghost." Rom. xv. 13. 

4. If he awake more easy, you may tell him he 
should bless God for that ease, and observe to him 
bow tenderly God proportions trials to our weak- 
niesst consideriog as a tender father what we can 
bear. 

5. Or, if he awake under more pain, you might 
suggest to him, that if it be great it is likely to be 
shorter; that God knows best how much and how 
long we can bear ; that he is in good and merciful 
hapds whilst he is in God's, and that he should be 
quiet under them ; that he should wait on God, 
who expects to be. waited on ; and often tries the 
£edth and trust of his servants, before he recom- 
penses them with the desired blessing. 

6. On all occasions, when any bcmiefit has been 
received by the sick person, either by food, or me- 
dicine, or sleep, and likewise on anv want of them, 
or any occurrence, or discourse, wnich he has no- 
ticed, you will be acceptable and useful friends in- 
deed if you have judgment sufficient to raise up his 
mind to , pious thoughts, or desires about those 
things, and to make him reflect on the power, the 
patience, the mercy, the fidelity of God, or on the 
wickjedness and folly of men,, the ^vanity of worldly 
things, the usefulness of religion and heavenly at-, 
fections, the temptations and dangers of health and 
ease, the benefit of sickness, the l^lessed fruits of 

[)ati^ce, and the recpmpence which crowns it at 
ast, i. . . . ■ ■ 

. 7-. Apd if at any time the sick person do iibt re- 
ceive your, discourse, or other services^ ^ith ; that 
IviUinghess which you might expect from him> you 
^hQuldwajtanpther opportunity, and not .slacken 
your .good offices ; but endeavour to time t^em 
Petter^OT make them more agreeable to him on the 
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next occasion^ not taking any thing lU of faim in 
this condition, but pitying ifvbat .would provoke 
y6u at another time. 

8. Or if he seem concerned that bis disease ren* 
defrs him troublesome to his friends, you may sug- 
gest to him, that friends are born tor adversit^^r 
and to bear a part of each other's troubles ; and that 
the same a]l-wise God, who sends him the troubte 
of his pains and sickness, sends you also the trou* 
ble of your attendance, and equally expects a wiU- 
log and cheerful reception of these respective trau<^ 
bles from both, ^ 

9, You should make allowances for the infiimi^ 
ties of the sick, which you yourself may soon fi^; 
iind be as unwillhig to take, as to give just cause 
for exception. By this means you may alleviate 
and lighten those sorrows which you cannot pre* 
vent. 



SECTION V, 

HELPS FOR CONVERSIN'G WITH THE SICK, IN OR- 
DER TO GIVE THEM PROPER NOTIONS OF SIN 
AND REPENTANCE ; ESPECIALLY OF A DEATH- 
BED REPENTANCE, 

' Helps for conversing mth the sick on the nalure of sin. 

L HERE are several kinds of sins, and various 
ways of prevaricating with God's, commandments. 
I shall endeavour to make you sensible, that every 
sin is more or less aggravatcfd according to &e 
differeM circumstances of it, as by the great ar 
small degree of the temptation ; the scandal it 
gives to others^ the dishonour it does to religion; 
the injury it floes to those whom it may more im- 
mediately coricern ; the degree of boldness and im- 
pudence attending it; the continuance in it; the 
expence, desires, and habit of it; Some sins are 

I 
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ftot forbiddeii by the Uw 6( man, whidi «re fei^ 
Udden by tlit litw of Oodt at lying in oomsioii 
discourses jeering, calumniating, ingratitude, «ell- 
iqg too dear, out^witting and over-reaching in 
bargains^ extttrtingi and taking advantage otthe 
jMceBsities or ignorance of others ; i mportunate en- 
treaties and temptations of our companions to 
lAany instances of sin, n» intemperance, pride, and 
ambition ; all these strangely H)lind the under- 
standing, captivate the aifectionA of sinful men, and 
lead them into many snares of the Devil, of which 
they are not aware. Some sins are thought incon- 
siderable, and are called sins of infirmity, as idle 
thoughts, foolish talking, impatience, anger, and 
keeping trifling company. Many thinn are th ought 
to oe no sins, such as rais-spence of time ; whole 
d|i3^ or months of useless or impertinent employ- 
nient; gaming; winning men's money; censuring 
men's actions ; equivocation in the prices of bay- 
ing and selling; rudeness in speech or behaviour; 
doing acticms in themselves good, with sinister and 
evil designs, and the like. 

Now in all these cases it is necessary to be inqui- 
sitive, and very careful that such kind of fallacies 
does not prevail over the sick; but that those 
things which passed unobserved before, should now 
undergo an impartial censure, excite religious sof« 
row, and heart-felt condemnation. 

To this may be added some such enquiries as 
the following, in regard to the omission of bis duty; 
for in many instances the failures in these import- 
ant points are and iscerned, because the conscience 
has not been made tender and perceptible of them. 

Have yon neglected public, family, or secret 
prayer, reading the Scriptures, instructing your 
&mily in the principles of religion ? Have you re- 
deemed time ? Have you grown in grace, and dona 
all the good you could ? Have you relieved the 
needy, comforted the afflicted, and visited the sick? 



fibnre yoa beea^ wanting in obedjenae, duty, and 
respect to ftuperiors, especially to parents ? Have 
yoa done the work of God negligently, not db- 
cfaarging the doty of your station with fideiitjr, 
care, and exactness ? 

Have you ever duly weighed the malignity and 
deoeitfulness of sin ? 

Sin is the greatest of all ctUs, as it is oar curse 
and death; as it is tke cause of our separation 
from God ; and as it exposes us to everlasting con- 
demnation. 

Yet multitudes, who call themselves Christians, 
live without iLny true notion of the heinousness of 
sin; the misery of an unpardoned state; the worth 
of a. Saviour; or the nature and necessity of re- 
pentance towards God, and of faith towards our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

They are baptized, but live and die without 
knowing, without enquiring to what valuable end 
their baptism serves. They go through a round of 
religious services in a formal lifeless manner, on 
which might properly be written. To the Unknaam 
God. They hope all is well with them ; but their 
hope is centred in themselves, in the conceit of 
their own worthiness, in partial perfoi*mances, and 
not in Christ, of whoth they make little account; 
and consequently it is an unscripturai hope, utterly 
insufficient to the roBt and repose of an immortd 
soul. 

Thus are they deceiving themselves, and ruined 
through the deceitfulness pf sin. 

Htlps for conversing teith the tick on the nature and its* 

cessity of true repentam^e. 

True repentance is a change of mind, a thorough 
renewal of heart and life. You must not presume 
it is right and perfect, because you feel a degree of 
sorrow, and express a degree of compunction for 
your »as.^ This may and undoubtedly often does 
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^riog from worldly, motives, from the sense of oar 
suffenngS) and the temporal evils which our sin« 
may have drawn upon us. True repentance is 
ipuch more than this. It is a real^ heart-felt sor- 
row for our sins, as offensive to God, and ruinous, 
to our souls ; as a sufficient cause for God's indig- 
nation, and of our everlasting ^^ destruction from^ 
" the glory of his presence." * True repentance is 
an abhorrence, a detestation of sin, as defiling our 
nature, and necessarily separating us from a pure 
and holy God, who can have no communication 
with sinners, and who therefore to expiate their 
sins sent his Son to die on the cross ! And, if re- 
pentance be sincere, it must go still farther. It not 
only trluy laments what is past, and wishes to undo 
it,. as far as possible, at any price; but it resolves 
in just abhorrence of sin, and its destructive na^ 
ture, to fly from its practice in future, and to direct 
all the tboiights, words, and actions by that love of 
God, which is holiness ; and by that rule of life^ 
which alone, through divine grace, can lead to the 
favour of the Almighty. 

The truly penitent sinner will daily, hourly, and 
continually look up by humble faith to Him, who 
was ^' wounded for our transgressions, and bruised 
" for our iniquities." He willchiefly delight in read- 
ing or hearing the blessed Gospel, and will rejoice 
to know and feel, that ^^ there is no other name 
" under heaven whereby we can receive health. 
** and salvation, but only in the name of our Lord 
*^ Jesus Christ T* Happy to be assured, that by an 
entire confidence in him, and perfect resignation 
to^his'holy wUl, he shall at length, however worth- 

* " It is wonderAil,**^ says the j^reat Lord Clarendon in his Es- 
sajs, *< that there is not one. Christian in the whole world, how 
** diilbrent soever in other opinions, who professes to have any 
** hope of salvation without repentance ; and yet there are so few 
** who taike any pains to he informed ahout it, or know how to 
*' practise it.*' There never was an observation more suited to the 
geniu9 of any age or people than this i^ to that in which we Uve« . 
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les6s in bioasel^ obtain pardon and peace, and b^ 
nambered with the penitent in heayen. 

Permil me then to ask you, Do you perceive in 
yoorself this repentance, this un<lissenibled con- 
trition in yoar heart? Are you truly sensible of 
your numoerleas offences, and of your eternal ruin 
without the merits and mediation of the great B^ 
deemer ? Do you in the bitterness of your coh- 
Ticted soul thus lament, *< O wretched man that 
<^ I am r* and abk, *< Who shall deliver me from 
" the body of this dea& ?'' O wretched man^ that 
I am thus defiled with sin, thus an enemy to God 
by wicked works, thus *self-destroved, where, 
where is my hope? O Saviour of the werld, 
who by thy precious blood hast redeemed lost 
mankind, have mercy on me! O Saviour of 
die world, save me and he!p me, or I perish I 

If this is indeed the sincere language of your 
heart, I congratulate you on this blessed dawn, 
this opening of a future beCter day. Let me press 
you then to a conduct,~whieh both to yourself and 
others will ffive all possible proof and satisfaction, 
that the work of a real repentance is begun in your 
heart. 

4t is an undeniable truth, that sin never did, 
never can, nor ever will either make man happy, 
or produce him any solid and substantial good ; iSo 
the sooner you absolutelv quit all its love in your 
heart, and its practice m your life, the greater 
comfort will you gradually receive, and find every 
day more and more t^erenity of soul ; however at. 
first, as it is reasonable to expect, the stings and 
reproaches of a convinced conscience may be sharj3, 
piercing, and sometimes painful, very painful : but 
be not discouraged by these ; rather consider them 
as proofs that your soul is alive, and be incited by 

* Se6 Hosea xiii. 9. •< O Israel, thou fatat dotwydl HkfwOg; Mit 
** OF mm> fe thr hetpk** This io die cue of every odnvteoBd ' 
till his zeeonckiattoti to Godlij JeBus Cbria^ 

i3 



90 



them, as motives to a zealous perseverance in the 
great work of reconciliation with God. To this 
end endeavour to be much in meditation and self- 
reeollectign. And one thing you must do, lor 
without it all the rest will be hopeless ; you must 
not fail to lift up your heart in prayer to God on 
every convenient occasion for his assisting grace, 
and merciful favour to you. Remember, prayer is 
not a mere repetition of words : it is the language 
of the heart, expressing a due sense of its wants 
and woes to that God, who hears the prayers of all 
his people, and knows all their circumstances. 
You should continually thus express your heart to 
him : your heart conscious of its evils, deploring 
them, and desirous of pardon for them, and deli- 
verance from them. You should moreover con- 
tinually dart up earnest petitions to the Father of 
compassions, fervent ejaculations to the throne of 
grace in every place and at every time. In short, 
keep your heart fixed and intent upon God, turn 
to him in sincere desire, and it will turn to him in 
the language of that desire; for it will pray. 

Give me leave to observe, that what I advise to you 
is that on which I depend myself for salvation. 1 coti* 
f^88^ myself a deeply humbled, penitent sinner. On 
Christ alone is my hope and trust ; on Christ, as ac- 
cepting my soul in true and unfeigned repentance, and 
perfect submission, oflfering up its unworthy self be- 
fore him. 

You may be fully assured, that, unless we pray 
for his divine and all-powerful grace lo work In us 
this repentance and resignation, this love of him 
and. of holiness, this universal charity and good- 
will, we cannot in the nature of things be par- 

*- See the Confessioii in the Communion Service. " We are 
*' ^hetrtiJy Bony for these our misdoings : the rememfarance of them' 
is grieyouB to us ; the burden of them is intolerable.*' 
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Makers of his kingdom ; nay indeed we could find 
no happiness or pleasure in that kingdom, were it 
conceivable that' we could be admitted there in 
such an unrenewed state. It is a kingdom of holi- 
ness, purity, and love, into which nothing sinful^ 
defiling, or malevolent can ever enter. Like must 
associate with like. Endeavour therefore to turn 
from sin in heart, lip, and life, and become holy, 
like God; and then, however and whenever he is 
pleased to take you from this present life, you will 
infallibly find happiness with him, as you ^ will be 
made fit through his gra^e for the inheritance of 
iHe saints in light. There, delivered* from the 
power of evil, you will no more know sin, sorrow, 
or death; but will rest with God in peace and 
comfort, in holiness and happiness for eyen 

« 

o:^ Man 18 the only creature concerned that 
he must die, because he; is the only creature con- 
cerned after death : no man therefore should be so 
much his 9wn enemy, as to have his repentancje to 
begin in a time of sickness. This ought to have 
been the practice of his former life, and then h6 
might complete it in his sickness by confessions of 
his sins ; by pleading a pardon on the terms and 
promises of our Lprd Jesus Christ; by resolutions 
of amendment, should he recover ; and by shewing, 
the truth of his repentance by its fruits, particu- 
larly by acts of charity to the poor, according to 
his abilities, and by a forgiveness of his enemies, 
if he have any. This is a work for all men at all 
times who would wish to live in safety, or die in 
peace ; but especially for the sick, who ought to 
make it their earnest desire and care. An heart- 
searching self-examination too will be highly ne- 
cessary ; and in their performance of this important 
duty they will find assistance, if they earnestly so- 
licit It, at the throne of grace. 
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Bemarks on the fifiy-first Pialm, which is expressm of ' 
Dmidi repentance, and particularly suited to the sick. 

This penitential Psalm consists of two prayers; 
private tor ourselves, and public for the people. 

In the pri%*Hte for ourselves there is an eame&t 
suppiic'<ti( n for mercy. 

K " Hiive mercy upon me, O God, after thy 
<* gnreat giKxIness: according to the multitude of 
<* uy mt rcies do away mine offences." 

Then follows a petition for purifying (or sancti* 
fying) grace. 

9. << Wash me thoroughly from my wiekedBCSi; 
<< and cleanse me from my sin." 

Next a confession o*^ sin^ contained in the four 
following verses. 

3. ^ r or I acknowledge my faults, and my sin 
** is ever before hie*.** 

4. *^ Against thee only have I sinned, and done 
^ this evil in t!h^ si^ht : that thou mightest be jus^ 
^^tified in thy saymg, ted clear when thoo art 
" jud/red." 

5. ** Behold, I was diapen In wickednesie^ and 
** in sin hath my itaotfaef conceived me." 

6. " But, lo 1 thou requirest truth in the iU' 
*^ ward parts, and shalt make me to understand 
** wisdom secretly.'* 

The seventh and eighth verses arc an act of 
faith in God's power and mercy ; a iirm persua- 
sion that he will pardon and cleanse. 

7i *^ Thou shalt purse me with hyssop, and I 
'^ shall be clean ; thou shalt wash me, and I shall 
" be whiter than snow.'* 



-These evfls I deserve and more. 



Acknowledge them Irom God inflicted or ton 
Justly ; jret despair not of hit final pttdon* 
Whose ear is ever open, and bis eye 
Gracious to readmit the suppliani. 

MUton*t Semam Aganittu* 
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8. '^ Thou i^halt make me hear of joy and glad-> 
'^ ness ; that the bones which thou hast broken may 
" rejoice/ 

The four next verses are a prayer for those 
graces and favours which are now most needful fiwr 
him : as, for instance, a petition for for^veness : 

9. ^^ Turn thy face from my sins ; and put out 
" all my misdeeds/' ^ 

' For sanctification. 

10. ^^ Make me a clean heart, O God, and re-^ 
new a right spirit within me." 

For comfort. 

11. ^^ Cast me not away from thy presence^ and 
" take not thy Holy Spirit from me/* 

For confirmation in his good purposes. 

12. " O give me the comfort of thy help again s 
*^ stablish me with thy free spirit/' 

As these twelve verses were by way of petition^ 
so the five next are by way of vow and promise. 
In the thre^ first of which I>avid promises moral 
returns, as edifying others, and glorifying God. 

He promises in the thirteenth verse, tliat if God 
please to grant him the above petitions, it will en-^^ 
gage him to convert others. 

13. " Then shall I teach thy ways unto the 
" wicked ; and sinners shall be converted unto 
« thee/' 

And in the two next that he will glorify him, 

14. "Deliver me from blood-guiltiness, O God^ 
« thou that art the God of my health ; and my 
" tongue shall sing of thy righteousness." 

15. ** Thou shalt open my lips, Q Lord; and 
*' xay mouth shall shew thy praise/' 

In the sixteenth verse David promises moral 
returns, because nothing else would be acceptable, 
and because no legal sacrifice was needful now. 
No sacrifice, under the law being appointed for 
mufder^ adultery, ot any wilful trani^gressions ; if 
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it had, DsTid woukl have offered it, however ex- 
penaiTe. 

16. ^ For thou desirest not saerific^ else would 
** I mre it thee; but thou delighteat not in btimt- 
<« o&rinffi.'' 

These legal sacrifices will not reconcile him after 
the commission of such ofiences. 

But as moral returns were acceptable, he offers 
his heart to God, full of trouble ihat he had ever 
oftnded him, 

17* ** The sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit : 
<^ a broken and contrite heart, O God, shalt thou 
" not despise." 

The two last verses of this Psalm rekpect public 
prayer for the peqple. 

Id the eighteenth verse David, having found 
grace for himself, prays for the prosperity of the 
people. 

18. '* O be fiivourable and gracious unto Sion: 
** build thou the walls of Jerusalem.** 

In the nineteenth verse he promises public re- 
tlirni of praise for the mercies he had received; 
and his peace being made with Goc], he says, 

19. <* Then shalt thou be pleased with the ss- 
<< orifice of righteousness, with the burnt-offerings 
^' and oblations; then shall they offer young biu- 
*^ locks upon thine altar.'* 

Though 1 am unworthy to do this, thy faithful 
s6rvantd shall bring those sacrifices thou mayest 
accept ; and when I am reconciled to thee, I will 
join with them in such devout services and offeriogs. 

Bishop Bumefi sentiments m a dealh-hed repentance. 

Bishop Burnet, in his excellent book, entitlcc^, 
Th€ Pastoral Care^ (page 173 of the fourth edition,) | 
says, ^ A clergyman ought to give no encourage 
meat to men^ who have led a bad course of life^ ^ 
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hope much fttttck a death-bed repentance; yet he ia 
to set them to implore the mercies of God m Chrnt 
Jestts, and to do all they can to obtain his &voar* 
But unless the sickness has been of a long con- 
tinuance, and that the person*s repentance, padenoei, 
and piety, have been yery extraordinary during 
the course of it, he must be sure to give him no 
positive ground of hope, but leave him to the mercies 
of God. For there cannot be any greater treachery 
to souls, that is more fatal and more pernicious, 
than the giving quick and easy hopes, upon so short, 
so forced, and so imperfect a repentance. It not 
only makes those persons perish securely them- 
selves, but it leads all about them to destruction, 
when they see one, of whose bad life and late re- 
pentance they have been the witnesses, put so soon 
in hopes, nay, by some unfaithful guides, made sure 
of salvation. This must make them go on very se- 
cure in their sins, when they see how small a mea- 
sure of repentance sets all right at last. All the 
order and justice of a nation would be presently 
dissolved, should the bowlings of criminals and 
their promises work on juries, judges, and princes : 
so the hopes that are given to death-bed penitents 
must be the most effectual means to root out the 
sense of religion from the minds of all who see it ; 
therefore, though no dying man is to be driven to 
despair, and left to die obstinate in his sins; yet if 
we love tlie souls of our people, if we set a due 
value on the blood of Christ, and if we are touched 
with any sense of the honour or interests of reli- 
j^on, we must not say any thing that may encou- 
rage others, who are but too apt of tliemselves to 
Eut all off to the ]ast hour. We ciui gLve them no 
opes from the nature of the Gospel covenant ; yet 
after all, the best thing a dying man can do is 
to repent. If he recover^ that may be the seed 
and be^nning of a new life, and a new nature in 
hioh: nor do we know the measure of the riches of 
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God's grace and inercy, how far he may ifaink fit to 
Qicert it beyond the conditions and promises of the 
new coyenanty at least to the lessening of such a 
person's misery in. another state. We are sure he 
IS not within the new covenant; and since he has 
not repented according to the tenor of it^ we dare 
not, unless we betray our commission, give any 
hopes beyond it*. 

Dr. AnketxtrCi senlimients o» a death-bed repentance. 

When (says Dr. Assheton, page ^5 and 46 of 
his Death-bed Repentance f) you visit sick beds, 
and hear a poor dying creature lamenting his sins 
with tears, and most e;»rnestly begging pardon for 
the sake of Jesus Christ; when you observe hovf 

Sassionately he resolves, that, if God will but spare 
im, he will become a new man, and never be 
guilty of such extravagance; what do you say or do 
m such a case? Nay, what must such a wicked 
man do, who, having lived in sin, shall thus hap- 
pen to be surprised by death? Dare you be so 
uncharitable as to declare that he is past hope; 
that there is no remedy, but that he will certainly 
be damned ? 

I answer, that I dare not presume to limit God, 
whose mercies are infinite. In such a case I will 
not censure him, but admonish and instruct him to 
the best of my judgment and abilities. I will ex- 
hort the dying sinner to remember his sins, to be- 
wail them, to beg pardon for them, to form firm re- 

* By this quotation it is evident, that Bishop Burnet h)id no 
^ opinion of a convert of a week's standing, nor of anj such ac" 
counts given by well*meaning but ill-judgiBg attendants on the 
sick. Dean Sherlock, in his trj^atise on death* has the same sei^* 
ments of these death-bed conversions. See Sherlock on Death, tne 
latter end of his fourth chapter. AH such notions of a sudden 
death-bed repentance seem to them to have no solid fohindfttion iir 
the Qospel. 

f See a treatise on a death-bed repentance, by the judicious Df* 
Assheton, ilector Of Beckenbam, in Kent ' 
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solutions of amendnient, and (where there is ocea- 
sion) to make restitution; and, having prayed 
earnestly for hira, and recommended him to God's 
mercy, do I then say such a one will be damned? 
No, I dare no«. But do I «ay he shall be saved ?• 
No, I cannot. What then^ do I resdre ? ' Wh^^t 
do I determine in this m{(ttdr ? I will be^ silent, and 
determine nothing; for, as I dare not fatter him 
into a false and groundless presumption, so neither 
would I sink hinj mtothe horror of despair* I say, 
I will detenAirie' nothiikg ; I will- juiJge nothing bi* 
fore the time. All that I cAn do in this dark in-> 
tricate case is to commend bimto thd ^traprdinary 
mercy of God, to which we must leave sbm'e sin- 
gular cases, not knowihg What to jtfdge of them 
ourselves. Possibly It may please God to let this 
dying sinner be a' ^gnal example of his unlimited 
power arid prerogative to save beyond all ordinary 
rules. Whether it^ may be thus^ or thus, I dave 
not determines What God can ;dd from thcf' fill* 
ness of his power or prerogative, is not for us ffltfr^ 
tals to dispute. ^ - ■ 

However, I must b^ so faithful to my ministerial 
office] as to adihonisb this dying sinner, that the 
Gospel |[by the laws of Which We af^ t6 be judged) 
expressly dec^dfes, that'* withoutholiiiess «0 man 
" shall see the Lord," and that Christ is thefauthor 
of eternal ^salvation, unto them (and to them ..only) 
who obey him. (Heb. y. 9.) When therefore the 
sick man has been vicious and extravagant all his 
lifelong, if God accepts his dying resolutions it is 
more than he has pjpmi^d*') and it is more than 
he has given his ministers power to preach and 
decfare^ ' '' 

ft 

. • But if, whiclf i? not often the case, h« be a true penitent, (of 
the iAu:cnt^^ of iktitee.repehtiiictt ISbd'al&iM, ivtio-kiit>vB th^ !«" 
crets of all hearts, can be a judge,) tWe is reason to hope,)K wjll 
4nd^^^CT, ,^ ., . „ ., ■ .. .t . 
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Helps for forming a irve judgment of a death^hei 

repentance, 

Ab repentance is a cbaoge of heart from an evil 
to a good disposition, no man can justly be called 
a true penitent till his heart be thus changed; and 
whenever that change is made, repentance is cer- 
tainly complete. 

Now there is reason to conclude God will con* 
sider that life as amended, which would have been 
amended if he had spared it. Repentance in the 
i»ght of man cannot be known but by its fruits. 
Tne only way man can judge is by the rule Christ 
himself has given us; <'By tbeur fruits ye shall 
"know them." (Matt. vii. 20.) 

But God, our great Creator, sees the fruit in the 
blossom or in the seed. He, and he only, knows 
those resolutions, which are fixed; those conver- 
sions, which would be lasting; and will receive such 
as are qualified by holy desires for works of right- 
eousness, without exacting from them these out- 
ward duties, which the shortness of their lives hinr 
dered them from performing. 

All therefore a minister can do is to recommend 
a death-bed penitent to the mercy of God : but it 
is impossible for him to pronounce what will be his 
^tate in another world. 



SECTION VI. 

HELPS FOlt CONVERSATION ON DEATH ANH 

ETERNITY. . 

Helps for conversing on a general view of Death* 

1. 

JJEATH is the separation of the soulfrom the 
body. 

It must be left in the grave, a prey to corrup- 
tion and worms. 
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It will be raised in corruption. 
It has been the instrument of sin. 
It has been the subject of diseases. 
It is the prison of the souL 

2. 

Death is a departure from this world. 

A real Christian will not value the world over- 
much. 

He considers himself as a pilgrim here, and the 
world as an inn. '* Your fathers, where are they ?" 

He leaves his wife and children in the hands of 
a good and gracious God; and in the hope of 
meeting them again to part no more. 

3. 

Death is an entrance into another world. 

A real Christian dies in the faith, fear, and love 
of God, and his Son Jesus Christ, and in submis- 
sion to his will. 

He leaves mortal for immortal friends. 

He dies in the Lord, because he has lived in the 
Lord ; he dies happy, because he^has lived holy. 

He shall r^t from his labour, sin, sorrow, and 
death. 

He shall be admitted into thfe joy of his Lord. 

Death is certain ; life very uncertain. How little 
then is to be expected from life ; and how much 
is it our duty and wisdom to set our affections 
above, where only is true and lasting happiness ! 
Here our friends die ; our comforts fail ; our hopes 
vanish; pur promises to ourselves remain unsatis- 
fied. There is nothing durable and fit for our 
portion on earth. '' Arise, therefore, and depart, for 
this is not your rest : it is polluted." Micah ii. 10. 

Helps far conversing with the sick on thefoars of death. 

To talk of death, and really to die, are two very 
different things : to view death as an awful mes* 

K S 
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Nor lore thy lifle^ nor hate, but what thou liv'st 
live wdl : bow long or short permit to HeaTeo, 
And patiently attend thy dissolation. 

MUUmU Paro^^ I^ogt, book li. 

The Qnwersation of a late eminent Christian in Londm 
with iome of hit relations, on their taking leave of hm 
to go into the country, 

*^ Our health is no more at our command thai 
length of days. Mine seems drawing fast towards s 
conclusion. But I am content with every allot- 
ment of Providence ; for they are all in wisdom; 
unerring Wisdom. 

** There is ofie thing need/iily which, as an arm 
underneath, bears up and supports me ; and, 
though the rolling tempestuous billows surround 
me, yet my head is kept above them, and my feet 
are firmly established. O seek it, press after it, 
lay fast hold of this one, this main thing. 

*^ Though painful my nights^ and wearisome mj\ 
days, yet 1 am preserved in patience and resigna- 
tion. Death has no terrors^ nor will the grave 
have any victory. My soul triumphs over deatbj 
hell, and the grave. 

** Husbands and wives, parents and children, 
health and riches, must all go. Disappointment is 
another name for them. 

** I should have been thankful, had I been able 
to have attended where I have so often been re- 
freshed with the conversation of pious men ; but it 
is otherwise allotted. The Lord knows best what is 
best for us : I am content, and resigned to hi^will' 

" I feel a foretaste of the joy which is to come; 
and who would wish to change such a state of 
mind ? As I have lived so shall I die with the 
most unshaken assurance, that I have not/ollMed 
cunningly devised fables^ but the pure, living, eter- 
nal substance. 
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" Let the aged be strong, the middle^^i^nstance 
mated^and the youth enconraged; for Sies^ygj' 
with SioD, the Lord will bless Sion. ^^' 

" If I am now to be removed (as I apprehend 
«oou shall) oat of Christ's church mUitant^ where 
I have endeavQuared in some measure to fill iip.my 
duty^ I have tm evidence ,that I shall gain admit- 
tance into. his glorious church triumphant, far 
abov^.thf heavens. : 

" Myvdear.love to all them who love our Lord 
JesUs Christ in sincerity. Farewell/' 

Helps for conversing with a sick person , in order to ani" 
mate him to honour God by his dying behaviour, 

I could wish, that, for the credit of Christianity, 
your own comfort, and the edification of your sur- 
viving friends, you may die not onhr safely, but ho- 
nourably. You have your senses free in your pas- 
sage out of this world into the .next; whereas the 
force of your distemper might have deprived you 
of th^m : 1 shall therefore propose some plain di- 
rections in regard to your dying behaviour. ;. 

1 . I would advise you to divest your mind of all 
earthly cares. . . . . 

2;. To renew your humiliation before God, and 
applieatiop to the blood of Christ. 

3. To exercise patience under pain of body, and 

sorrow of mind. . \ . 

4. To bear an honourable testimony tp religion 

on leaving the world. ' .» J* ; . 

5. To give a solemn charge to siiryiving/rknds; 

especially recommending holinesa and, faith in 

Christ. . ! . 

6. To keep' the promises of God in view. 

7. And to commit the departing spirit to God 
in the genuine exercises of gratitude and repent- 
ance, faith and charity*. 

• See ah enlargement on each of thete "partiodarfl, wilffi '« suifj. 
able meditation and prayer, in Dr. Doddridge's Rise and FVogress 
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tidfajor an application of the promifes of Scripture, re- 
commended to tJie sick and dying, btf way ofselfexam'u- 
nation, and of prayer for thiir fulfilment. 

There is a wide difference whether we read the 
"fScripture chapter after chapter in a fonnal maor 
ner, without any self-application or prayer, only 
believing in general that it is the word of God; 
or whether we seriously weigh the contents; sub- 
mit in every point, how contrary soever to our cor- 
rupt inclinations ; and embrace with faith that pa- 
tience, comfort, and blessed hope of everlasting me^ 
it was designed to give. I have therefore earnestlj 
and repeatedly recommended to my parishioners 
and others, when they read the Scriptures^ to exa- 
mine themselves by the passages they read, and 
then turn them into a prayer. 

As for instance, examine yourself by this text, 
'< Seek ye first the kingdom of God and his rigbt' 
*^ eousness, and all these things shall be added unto 
« you." (Matt vi, 33.) Do 1 seek the kingdom of 
God and his righteousness as my first ana princi- 
pal concern ? And do I believe that all necessary 
things will be added unto me? Then turn it ii^toa 
prayer : Grant, I beseech thee, O Lord, that I ma; 
be enabled first (and above every other considera- 
tion) to seek thy kingdom and thy righteousness; 
and that all necedsary things may be added unto 
me, as our blessed Lord has here promised to those 
who seek God, and depend on him. 

In like manner sick and dying Christians may 
for their comfort and support'examine themsi^lve^ 
by the promises of God ; and then pray that they 

of Relig^n in the SouL A book, which is so highly esteemed as to 
have passed through eleven editions ; aiid which t cannot suiS- 
dently recommend, especially to every sick person. It is a hod; 
of practical divinity and Christian experience. Dr. Doddridge 
said to an intimate friend, « I never think on death, bnt joy and 
'* ttiumph luring np in n^ heart.** ^ 
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may be fulfilled in themselves. As for instance, 
^ Feap not, for t am with thee; be not dismayed, 
<* for I am thy God : I will strengthen thee, yea 
^^ I will help thee^ yea I will uphold thee with the 
" right hand of my righteousness.'' (Isa. xli. 10.) 
Do you believe this promise ? If so, then be com- 
forted by it, and pray, *' Lord, increase my faith in 
" it !" If you do not believe it, then pray to God 
to strengthen your faith by his grace, and to sup- 
port you with the comfort of believing this promise. 

<* Yea, though I walk through the valley of the 
^^ shadow of death, I will fear no evil ; for thou 
^ art with me ; thy rod and thy staff comfort me." 
(Psal. xxiii. 4.) Do I fear no evil, even in the 
prospect of death ? If you do not, be thankful to 
God for it, and pray, ** Be thou with me, O Lord; 
*^ may thy rod and staff comfort me." 

^^ My jSesh and my heart fiiileth t but God is 
**the strength of my heart, and my portion for 
" ever." ( Ps. Ixxiii. 26.) Has God beenmy strength, 
and is he now so ? Have I taken him for niy por- 
tion, and have I tiow this hope? Then pray, **0 
" be it unto thy servant according unto thy word." 

" Thanks be to God, who giveth us the victory 
" through our Lord Jesus Christ." (I Cor. xv. 57.) 
Am I thankful for this? Grant me, O Lord, the 
Tictory according to thy promise. 

By such an examination and prayar these pro- 
mises may revive the heart, when no cordial can 
support tne sinking body. 

. , T , . • 

Hdps f^r an examinaiwn % Scrvpturtd promises, with 
some directions to prevent the misappUoation of them. 

You should examine yourself by the promises of 
God, idbich you may properiy apply to yourself 
when you answer from the heart these question^. 
Do you value these promises as your best treasure? 
Do you venture all your hopes of salvation on 
Aem ? Are you anxious to know your personal in- 
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terert ia them ? Do you frequently meditate on 
them? Do you oftai piewl them in prayer ; espe- 
djdly under yourburdeiis«oClQonjBciQiis guilt and 
pollution, and in seasons of a$ictio:i^ aXid. t^mpta- 
tiofi ?. This is the way to hotv>ur God* whojcf pro- 
ninses they are, uid the Redeemei:^ hy tfbo^ blood 
they are sealed.;, and • consequenl^y it, is ^e ' most 
effi^dtual w^y to secure peaqe to o^r^^owh souk 
Why else aa^. the ^rplphet Jsaii^ fsay^ ^\ Thou 
<^ wilt keep him in perfect peace, 'Vh<(>8p mind is 
^^stayedt on theeV because! he tnJsteth'ifi thee." 
(Isai. xitvi. 3.) Was/not/this the way ia whicli 
Abrahttm.'8 £ii{h discbrdred hath, its etxceUeint nature 
and happy tendency ? ^^ He sfoggered'Dot at the 
^^^prbmise of Cod through unbelief, butiwaa strong 
" i» fcith, giving glory t6. Gad." (Rom* iy^ 20.) 

There are too many vho call thetns^lv^^ Chris- 
tiaiis, who greatly, sin by neglecting diyifie pro-| 
misesj and not applying them &s they, ought to doj 
They are more prone to distru3t God. and. Christ 
than themselveisJ Theiy do obi (;oo6i<leiJ ibjEit<;om- 
foftabW decli^nitian of St. Peter^ jthM '^iQod has 
^ given us exceeding groat and predio^js pre^mi^j 
^y that by these we m^t He partakers >of 4 divine 
**^natare." <«*Pet. I 4.) Thfey lose -.their s^se of 
the precrousness of the pitmusee^, ainilaretviiluing 
something else as their trdasure. They.arje ho- 
nouring with their confidence tibe wcH'diQf mortal 
man 'niore than thei woM of the living GodU . .They 
are slothful and negligent abqut their inl^erest in 
Christ, but zealous in securing the interests of time 
and sense. DiVifte prdmiseS are to -'th^mf tike 
lhmg$ fbr^tteti^land^ but of miftd: and to plead 
itfaeral earnestly /ii inconsistent .withi the; 'cold and 
iibniiaL'teinp^ of tfaeip .praj^ers. ! No/myn&ex: rfifl 
.faith' o£ such Js Kttlelanfl stajp^ering, evecindined 
^taeaEia ^estion/the iriidi and fe^ilJifiilhesa oi^-God, 
andtbepowaraBd-gifacsiol Clihrivti . . Thejr>^ront 
God (and Cfaritnvbjnmaking:!^^ <^f divine :pi!o- 
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mises; aad the indignity is justly resented, and 
plainly punished, by bis '^ sending leanness into 
'* tlieir souW Ps. cvi. 15. 

It was the constant rule of an eminent divine to 
be very cautious how he applied any of the Scrip- 
tural promises ; which he never did till he tho- 
roughly knew the static of those to whom he ai>- 
plied them; and then only conditionally: as for 
instance, if yoii have performed the conditions 
which are required of you on your part, God will 
perform the promises which he has made on his 
part. The true Christian may take any promise, and 
apply to himself the comfort resulting from it, if 
through grace he can dis«ern in himself that pecu- 
liar character to which the promise is made. Does 
the Christian perceive him$elf brought to such a 

I sensibility of his own meanness, dependence, and 
guilty as to .be ^^ poor in spirit?" If he does, he 

I may with a confidence, which is perfectly consistent 
with the deepest humility, pronounce himself 
blessed, for the kingdom of heaven is his own* 
(Matt. V. 3.) Is it his*constant endeavour and 
fervent prayer to be " pure in heart,'' and bis real 
grief to have any impure thought or a£Pection enter 
there ? If it be, then blessed is he, for he. shall *' see 

> ^^ God," and eternally enjoy a God of unspotted 
purity and affection. (Matt. v. 8.) But if the ino*- 
minal Christian try himself either by the character 
of spiritual poverty or purity of heart, he nill find 
tb^t, ;i(]f$tead of spiriitual poverty, his. mind is inr 
tpxi<^ated with an apprehension of his own worthi^.. 
ne^s and self*sii6icieilcy. And instead of purity of 
heart, he cannot avoid this consciousness, that his 
heart has entertained unclean thoughts and afiPec- 
tions; nor was he ever displeased with thdir en- 
trance or their continuance there. Thus the fur- 
ther he goes in his self-examination as to his right 
to claim the promises, the more apparently these 
promises speak a curse to him rather than a bless- 

> I. 
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ing^ because he is altjp^ther destitute of the pecu- 
liar chark(^ers to which the promises are ma^e. 

By this manner of self-ekamttiation we shall 
find that every promise in Scripture (whether of a 
more general or particular kiiid and naiture). has a 
manifest tendency to produce the satisfaction so 
much desired by the true Christian concerning hi» 
interest in Christ ; but that it has likewise a ten- 
dency to produce self-condemnation in the heart 
of a nominal Christian. It certainly is not God's 
design in the promises to distribute bloBsings pro- 
miscuously. Their bright side, like the cloud in the 
Mrildemess, is towards the Israelites, at the same 
time that they spread daftness before the Egyp- 
tians. Certainly, wheti the promises meet not 
with those who are entitled to them, they are turned 
into, dreadful curses. 

*^ Hun that'Cometh to me, says our Lord, I will 
^^ in no wise cast oat;'' and, on the contrary, him 
that Cometh not to me, I will most certainly cast 
out. And in this manner all the promisee may 
pr<^erly be applied.> 

I have been more particular oti this point, be- 
cause it has frequently given me •great concern to 
read narratives of sudden and improbable conver- 
sions of the sick, and likewise the accounts of some 
condemned male&ctors, who through the misap- 
plication of the proinises, the misrepresentations 
of the conversion of the thi^f on the cross, and of 
the parable of the labourers in th^ vineyard, hav- 
ing passed into eternity with: an enthusiastic joy, 
instead of that humiiity aiid contrition^' more 
suited to their awM situatibn. 

* See. Archbifhop nTUlotaon^s SanaoDm Qn.Ecdes. xii* 1'. and 
Hcb. ill. 13. 
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PROMISES MADE BY GOD. 

** God has given us exceeding great and precious 
*' PuoMiSES, that by these we might be partakers 
*^qfa divine nature,'' 2 Pet. i. 4'. 

Divine Teaching. 

« The eyes of the blind shall see out of obscu- 
*^ rity." Isai. xxix. 1», 

" They shall know me, from the least -^o the 
<^ greatest." Jer. xxxi. ^4. 

" The Holy Ghost shall teach you all things." 
John xiv. 26. 

I* The Lord shall guide you continually." Isai. 
Iviii. 11. 

Pardon. 

«* I am he, saith the Lord, who blotteth out thy 
« transgressions.^ 'Isai. xliii. 26. 

« Though your sins are as scarlet, they shall be 
<* asivhite as siiow.** Isai. i. 18. 
^ " Who his own self bare our sins in his own body 
" on the tree.'* 1 Pet. ii. 24. 

" The blood of Jesus Christ cleans^th us from 
** all sins." ] John i. 7. 

Justification. 

*< It IS God that jostifieth." Rom» viii. 38. 

^* We are freely justified by his grace/* Rom. 
iii. 21. . . 

** In the Lord I have righteousness." Isai.adv.24. 

** We are xnade the righteousness of God in 
"him." 2 Cor. v. 21. 

Sanctification. 

" I will put a new spirit within you." Ezek. xi. 1 9. 
" Christ gave himself for us, that he might re- 
" deem us from all iniquity." Titus ii. 14, 

L 2 
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'< I will put my laws into their minds, and write 
" them in their hearts." Heb.viii. 10. - 

" The God of peace sanctify your whole spirit, 
*' soul, and body/* 1 Thess. v. 23. 

Temporal Blessings. 

^< Godliness hath the promise of the life that 
« now is." 1 Tim. iv. 8. 

" Verily thou shalt be fed." Psalm xxxvii. 3. 

" Sfck first (and above every other considera- 
'^ tion) the kingdom of God, and his righteous- 
^^ness; and all these (necessary) things shall be 
"added.'' Matt. vi. 33. 

" Who ^velh us all things richly to enjoy.** 
1 Tim. vi. 17. 

Temptation. 

" God will not suffer you to be tempted above 
" that ye are able." 1 Cor. x. IS. 

*^ My grace is sufficient for thee." 2 Cor. xii. 9- 

'^ Sin shall not have dominion over thee." Romu 
vi. H. 

" I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not*" 
Luke xxii. 32. 

Affliction. 

" Happy is the man whom God correcteth." 
Job V. 17. 

" Though he cause grief, yet will he have com- 
" passion." Lam. iii. 32. 

" Call upon me in trouble, and I will deliver 
« thee." Psalm 1. 15. u 

*< As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten." Rev. 
ni. 19. 

. Death. 

" God giveih us the victory through Christ our 
" Lord." 1 Cor. xv. 57. 

** If our earthly house is dissolved, we have a 
" building of God." 2 Cor. v. 1 . 
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*' WhoaoBver believeth in me (the Lord Jesus 
Christ) shall have everlastfaig life." John iii. 1 6. 
'^ Though I pass through death^ I will fear no 
" evil/' Psalm xxiii. 4. 

These profnises cor\firmedby the oath of God. 

" 6od, willing more abundantly to shew unto 
** the heirs of promise the immutability of bis 
*^ counsel, Confirmed it by an oath." Heb. vi. 17. 

O for a strong and lasting faith. 
To credit what th* Almighty saitb ; 
T* embrace tKe message of his Son, 
. And call the joys of heav'n our own j 
Whence do our doubts and fears arise ? 
Why trickling sorrows drown our eyes ? 
Slowly, alas ! our mind receives 
The comforts which cur Maker glve^. 

Dr. Watts. 

But as the application of these promises may be 
rather prejudicial than beneficial, for want of an at- 
tentive examination into such passages of Scripture 
as may justify. the application of them to the case 
of any particular person, I cannot sufficiently re- 
commend an invaluable little book, suited to this 
purpose, entitled, A Collection of the Promises 
of God under their proper Heads^ by Dr. Samuel 
'Clark; the Introduction to which contains not 
only observations on the excellency and use of the 
promises, but some directions for the right appli- 
cation of them. 



Ejaculations to he used by one who is sick emd dyings *>'f 
they may he put up in his heh,alf hy any of the attend- 
ants, only by changing I into he or her> me into hioi or 
her. 

May I be a-foUower of then},'wlio through feith 
and patience Inherit the promises. Heb. vi. IS. 
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ictars from our eyes. His farewell address to his 
dear wife, his children, his grand-children, his col- 
league, and the servants of Lis family, all standing 
together by his bedside, was such a scene of gran- 
deur and awfiil solemnity, and attended with such 
a variety of circumstances so moving and pathetic, 
that I was never witness to the like. 

His dying instructions to me, (delivered with a 
pathos and an earnestness which pierced my very 
soul,) his anxiety for our flocjc, and his extreme 
concern for the poor of it, shall never drop from 
my remembrance. 

When he perceived his last end to be nearly ap- 
proaching, he composed himself a little to rest, in 
order to acquire as much strength as might enable 
bim to recommend to us the important concerns of 
religion ; and he performed this last duty with such 
dignity and com|K>sure, such noble elevation of 
soul, as brought to our remembrance the words of 
our great Lord, " Weep not for me, but weep for 
" yourselves and your children." Luke xxiii. 28. 

About twenty minutes before he expired we 
prayed by his bed-side, and afler the prayer was 
done, he returned me thanks in distinct and arti- 
culate words. 

Thus, Reverend Sir, I have given you a short 
account of the dying behaviour of my dear and 
much beloved colleague. I shall only just ac- 
quaint you, that on the Sabbath (the I7th of De- 
cember) he was seized with his last illness in the 
pulpit, near the conclusion of the service; cmd he 
had been confined to his house ever since. His 
complaints arose entirely from the stone and gra- 
vel. About the middle of January he seemed to 
be greatly recovered ; but it so pleased the supreme 
Disposer of all events, that he relapsed again ; and 
about ten days before he diedj was seized with a 
kind of pleuritic fever, which, in conjunction with 
the origmal disease, brought on his dissolution. He 
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died on the 7th of FebTuary, and it is remarkable 
that on the 7th of February he received his call to 
be minister of this church thirty-six years ago. 

As I- was no stranger to the friendship between 
my worthy colleague and you, Sir, I thought it 
would not be unacceptable to you if I returned 
so full an answer to your letter. I sincerely re- 
commend you and all your concerns to the blessing 
of God, not doubting of your wishes and prayers 
in behalf of an afflicted fellow-servant, a fatherless 
family, and a sorrowful congregation. I remain 
with much esteem. 

Rev. Sir, 
Your most obedient and very bumble servant, 

N. C. • 

Afiukrdami Feh 1?» 1776. 



SECTIOlSr VII. 

HELPS FOR CONVjERSING WITH SUCH OF THE SICK 
AS ARE FIT TO RECEIVE THE SACRAMENT, AND 
A CAUTION AGAINST GIVING IT IN TIME OF 
SICKNESS TO THOSB WHO ARE NOT IN A FIT 
STATE TO RECEIVE IT. ^^ 

A mutton against giving the Sacramtnt to improper 

persons. . .: ,, 

k OCf many who have led a ciEireless, and perhaps 
wicked life will, when they apprehend themselves 
in danger of dying, send for the minister to give 
them uie Sacrament: this they consider (strange 
infatuation !) as a passport on the road to heaven^ 
which they 'expect will answer their purpose at 
once : but, alas \ they will not find that the way of 
salvation, prescribed in the Gospel, is so easy as 
they absurdly imagine it to be. Ministers should be 
cautious therefore to whoni they administer the Sa- 
crament. Some make it a general rule not to ^ve 
it to such sick persons as would not receive it in 
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health, unless they can bring them to a due sense 
of their guilt ; to an hearty repentance of all that 
is past, with sincere resolutions of amendment^ 
should they recover; and to a deterniination to 
make every kind of restitution in their power, if 
there be any whom they have injured: for till 
strong proofs have be^i given that they are brought 
to such a dispositicHi, there is no warrant in Scrip- 
ture, nor by the Rubric, for administering the Sa« 
crament to them ; as the Rubric expressly enjoins 
the minister, ^< to examine whether the sidk person 
has truly repented of his sins ; is in dbarity with all 
roaukind ; forgives all whobtfve offended him ; and 
has iK^tually recompensed, or ixdemnly promised to 
'recompense, as soon and as far as in his power, the 
parties to whom he has done-any injury or Wrong;'' 
till, therefore, you are fully satisfied of this, it is 
your duty to reprove such persons, and to refuse 
them the Sacrament* Yet (as Bishop Burnet has 
observed in his Pastoral Care^ page 172) ** the 
worst of men may be reproved in so soft a manner] 
that, if they be not reclaimed, they shall not be ir- 
ritated, or made worse by it; which is but too often 
the effect of an indiscreet reproof. By mild and 
prudent reproofs a minister perhaps may save the 
sinner's 9oti\ ; he is at lea»t sure not to endangei 
his own by a culpable conduct towards his people,^' 
and' by a prostitution of so solemn and inif|>ortaiii 
an ordinance, as the holy Sacrament moi^t certainlj 
^** . . . 

Helps for conversing with a real Christian, who in his sick- 
ness is desirous of receiving the Sacrament. 

Your desire is both commendable and reason- 
able, because it is your highest privilege, a funda- 
mental duty of the Christian religion, and pecu- 
liarly proper for^you, who by the grace of God 
have been brought into that heavenly disposition, 
which. you have manifested, particularly during 
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your sickness ; because it is God's seal (or cforijfirm- 
ation) of pardon to you, and to all who receive 
it with repentance and faith ; because it will fortify 
you against the fears of death, by setting before 
you Christ crucified, who suffered on the cross for 
you, and thus disarmed death of its sting; because 
it assures you of your resurrection from the dead, 
by making you a member of Christ's body* 5 be- 
cause if it be received (as it undoubtedly will) with- 
true devotion, the comfortable assurances of God's 
love in Christ, with which you here meet, will 
never leave you till you see God face to face, " be- 
*' ing presented by oiir Lord Jesus Christ faultless, 
** before the presence of his glory**' Jude, ver* 94. 

Helps for conversing mithihe sick on the valuable purposes^ 
which may be answered by the frequent remembrance of 
Christ at the sacramental table. 

It .will confirm jour.&ith in himi> 

It will promote your humility and godly sorrow^ 

It will excite your gratitude to su<£ a: Savfour. 

It will increase your love to Christ, aad vha^^red 
of sin,, for th<& expiation of which he su£Gbred' cm-^ 
cifixion. 

It will promote your obedience to his'comipaiidsy 
and your imitatiim of his example. > 

It will support you in sickness, and anddBto all 
the difficulties and sufierings of life. 

It; will confirm your faith in.the divine promisesr 
of mercy to pairdon^ and grs^e to help > you. ■ ' ^ 

It will promote loveto all your feDow«ereatures^ 

It. will make you zealous for .his>. cause. and in- 
terest in the world. 

It will lead your thoughts upwards.to the world 
where be is gone* 

It will reconcile you to a dying bed. 

* See the promises of this, John \L 64-* * 
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It will confirm your expectation of a glorious 
resurrection and everlasting felicity. 

These are some of the happy consequences of a 
serious and devout attendance at the Sacrament, 
considered in the view of a remembrance of Christ. 

Here I shall suggest three different methods of 
self-examination before the reception of the Sa- 
crament, suited to the different situations of those 
who intend to communicate. 

I. The first of which is the consideration of it, 
as a comfortable and strengthening* ordinance 
suited for general use, but principally for those 
who have been accustomed to view it as a renewal 
of the baptismal covenant, asthe forgiveness of sins, 
and as the means of obtaining comfort, by pleading 
the merits and promises of our Lprd Jesus Christ. 

1« As for instance, you should consider the Sa- 
crament as a memorial of Christ's dying for you. 
How comfortable to remember your deliverance 
firom satan^ sin, and hell ! 

.2; ' You should consider it as an assuring sign, 
not only as the remembrance of your redemption 
from sin, and recohciliation to God, but as a seal 
and pledge of his pardon and favour. How re- 
freshing such an assurance I 

3. You should consider it likewise as a renewal 
of your covenant with God, and a solemn pleading 
before him the merits and promises of Christ. 
A^o, that is conscious of his many breaches of this 
covenant, and of his great need of the merits of 
Christ, can be indifferent about them ! 
-4. You should further consider it int its happy 
effects, as the use of this ordinance comforts and 
strengthens- the soul. It is the proper means of 

obtaining comfort and strength from God to sup- 

* » 

• See the late Bishop of London (Dr. Gibson) on the Sacnu 
ment, page 82, fifth edition. A very judidoos little tract, well 
deserving a perusaL 
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port and quicken jou in your spiritual welftre. 
How desirable, how delightttil to partake of it 1 

II. Another Aiethod of self-examinfltion before 
tbe SaevftiEiefit is expressed in the words of the 
Church Catechism, as to what is required of com* 
mmiicants to qualify them for an approach to the 
Lord's table. 

This second method is particularly suitable to 
all those who have neither leisure nor capacity to 
read sacramental books; «aid consequeBily they 
have formed no other notions of it than those they 
had learned in the Church Catechism, when tbey 
were at school as lioys and |^rls. Some perhaps 
have never been put to school, and cannot read ; 
to such as these this method ojf examinatiq^.will 
be short and plain, so that they may easily learn it 
by heart, if any well-disposed person, from a prin- 
ciple of compassion and benevolence, would fre- 
(juently repeat it to them, and so impress it strongly, 
on the memory. ' 

• 

1. Do you r^pmt tndy of ^(mt former ^ins^ and 
^tedfasthf p^rpcfse io lead a neoi life ? 

^* Cease to dp evil ; learn to do well.*' Isaiah i. 1 6* 

^^ JSxcepc ye repent, ye shall all peiisk" Luke 
xiij, 3. 

Wit^Hi sincere resolutions of leading a Jnew 
aod. holy • li% your repentance is imperfect, and 
will^n^lMFaS^ , 

You. must pray daily for the help t&. the Holy 
Spirit, to enable you to keep these resolutions* 

% Hcpve you a lively Jaith m God^s mercy 
through Christ ? 

" Wfthout faitl)," s^ys the apostle, " it is iumos- 
" sible lio please God; for he who cometli to him 
^ must believe that he is, and that he is a rewardor^ 
" of thism whp diligently seek him." Heb. slu &. 
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Nor Iota thy lift, not hate, but what thou liv^st* 
live wdl : bow long or abort permit to Heaven, 
And patiently attend thy dissolution. 

MUUmU Paradiie Loat^ book xi. 

Tlie Qmvenation of d late eminent Chriitian in London 
with iome of his relations, on their taking leave of him 
to go into the country, 

*^ Our he^th is no more at our command than 
length of days. Mine seems drawing fast towards a 
conclusion. But I am content with every allot- 
ment of Providence ; for they are all in wisdom; 
unerring wisdom. 

*< There is one thing needful^ which, as an arm 
underneath, bears up and supports me ; and, 
though the rolling tempestuous billows surround 
me, yet my head is kept above them, and my feet 
are firmly established. O seek it, press after it, 
lay fast hold of this one, this main thing. 

'^ Though painful my nights^ and wearisome my 
days, yet I am preserved in patience and resi^a- 
tion. Death has no terrors, nor will the' grave 
have any victory. My soul triumphs over death, 
hell, and the grave. 

*^ Husbands and wives, parents and children, 
health and riches, must all go. Disappointment is 
another name for them. 

*^ I should have been thankful, had I been able 
to have attended where I have so often been re- 
freshed with the conversation of pious men ; but it 
is otherwise allotted. The Lord knows best what is 
best for us : I am content, and resigned to hi^wilL 

" I feel a foretaste of the joy which is to come ; 
and who would wish to change such a state of 
mind? As I have lived so shall I die with the 
most unshaken assurance, that / ?ukve notfoUtnoed 
cunningly devised fables, but the pure, liTing, eter- 
nal substance. 
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I " Let the aged be strong, the middle-aged be ani- 
' mated, and the youth encouraged; for Sie Lord is 
f with SioD, the Lord will bless Sion. 
I " If I am now to be removed (as I apprehend I 
I soousball) out bf. Christ's church militant, where 
f I have endeavoured in some measure to fill up. my 
duty,rl have an evidence ^ihat I shall gain admit- 
tance into. his glorious church triumphant, far 
abov^ .the heavens. : 
' ^' My^dearlove. to all them who love our Lord 
JesUs.Christ in sincerity. Farewell/^ 

Helps Jot conversing with a sick person, in order to ani-^ 
mate him to honour God by his dying behaviour, 

I could wish, that, for the credit of Christianity^ 
your own comfort, and the edification of your sur- 

; vivinjg friends, you may die not only safely, but ho- 
nourably. . You have your senses frte in your pas- 
sage out of this world into the next; whereas the 
force .of your distemper might have deprived you 
ofdi^m: 1. shall therefore propose some plain dir 

I rections in regard to your dying behaviour.', ; , 

I 1 . I would advise you to divest your mind of fJl 

j earthly cares. . . \. .■ '■ 

% To renew your humiliation before God, and 

) application to the blood of Christ. 

I 3. To exercise patience under pain of body, anid 
sorrow of mind. . . 

A:. To bear an honourable testimony to religion 
on leaving the world. . .. v • 

5. To give a solemn charge to survivihg.friends; 
especially recommending holiness and^ faith in 

Christ. i ' . 

6. To keep' the promises of God iii view. 

7. And to commit the departing spirit to God 
in the genuine exercises of gratitude and repent- 
ance, faith and charity*. 

• See ah enlargement on each of theic 'particulars, witli *a .mifi. 
able meditation and prayer, in Ih, Doddridge's Rise and ftosress 
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Nor loT€ thy MSt, nor hate, but what tbou liv'st* 
live wdl : bow long or short permit to Heaven, 
And patiently attend thy dbsobition. 

MUUmU Paradite LoKt, book li. 

The Qnwenaiion of a late eminent Christian ia London 
with some of his relations, on their taking leate of him 
to go into the country, 

** Our health is no more at our command than 
length of days. Mine seems drawing Tast towards a 
conclusion. But I am content with every allot- 
ment of Providence ; for they are all in wisdom; 
unerring wisdom. 

" There is one thing needful, which, as an arm 
underneath, bears up and supports me ; and, 
though the rolling tempestuous billows surround 
me, yet my head is kept above them, and my feet 
are firmly established. O seek it, press after it, 
lay fast hold of this one, this main thing. 

<^ Though painful my nights, and wearisome my 
days, yet i am preserved in patience and resigna- 
tion. Death has no terrors, nor will the grave 
have any victory. My soid triumphs over death, 
hell, and the grave. 

*^ Husbands and wives, parents and children, 
health and riches, must all go. Disappointment is 
another name for them. 

*^ I should have been thankful, had I been able 
to have attended where I have so often been re- 
freshed with the conversation of pious men ; but it 
is otherwise allotted. The Lord knows best what is 
best for us : I am content, and resigned to hi^will 

^< I feel a foretaste of the joy which is to come; 
and who would wish to change such a state of 
mind ? As I have lived so shall I die with the 
most unshaken assurance, that / ?ukve notfoUffwei 
cunningly devised fables^ but the pure, living, eter- 
nal substance. 
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" Let the aged be strong, the middle-aged be ani- 
mated,' and the youth encottraged j for §ie Lord is 
with SioD, the Lord will bless Sibn. 

" If I am now to be removed (as I apprehend I 
soon shall) oat of c. Christ's church militant, where 
I have endeavoured in some measure to fill up.my 
duty^ I have an :evideiice^that I shall gain acUnit- 
tance into. his glorious church triumphant, far 
abov^tthfi lieavens. : 

"My .dear. love. to all them who love our Lord 
JesUs^Christ. in sincerity. Farewell.'^ 

Helps for conversing with a sick person, in order to ani' 
mate him to honour God by his dying behaviour, 

I could wish, that, for the credit of Christianity, 
your own comfort, and the edification of your sur- 
viving friends, you may die not only safely, .but ho- 
nourably, . You have your senses fi-ee in ypur jpasr 
sage put of this woild into the next; whereas the 
force of your djistemper might have deprived you 
of them: 1, shall therefore propose some plain di- 
rections in regard to your dying behaviour.. ;. 

1 . I vifould advise you to divest your mind of all 
earthly cares. . : • . ; 

2. To renew your humiliation before (xod, and 
applicatiop to the blood o^ Christ. 

3. To exercise patience under pain of body, and 
sorrow of mind. \ . :. ; \;;^ 

4'. To bear an honourable testimony to ireligioii 
on leaving the world. .....' ,. >- .[ 

.5. To give a solemn ohargetoiiirviving/rieTids; 
espasially recpmmending holine^ and faith Jn 

Christ. • ,.:.>!. 

6. To keep' the promises of God in view. 

7. And to commit the departing spirit to God 
in the genuine exercises of gratitude and repent- 
ance, faith and charity*. 

« See ah enlargement on each of these "i^Mi^CttUrfl, with 'a.suifi. 
ible meditation and prayer, in Dr. Dodaidge's Kise and Progress 
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i 

Mor lore thy life^ nor hate^ but what thou liv^st 
live wdl : bow long or short permit to HeaTen, 
And patiently attend thy dissolution. 

MUtonU Paradite Loat» iMk li 

The Omvenation of a late eminent Christian in London 
with tome of his relations, on their taking leave of hm 
to go into the country, 

** Our health is no more at our command than 
length of days. Mine seems drawing fast towards a 
conclusion. But I am content with every allot- 
ment of Providence ; for they are all in wisdom; 
unerring wisdom. 

** There is one thing needful^ which, as an arm 
underneath, bears up and supports me ; and, 
though the rolling tempestuous billows surround 
me, yet my head is kept above them, and my feet 
are nrmly established* O seek it, press after it, 
lay fastiiold of this one, this main thing. 

*^ Though painful my nights, and wearisome my 
days, yet I am preserved in patience and resigna- 
tion. Death has no terrors, nor will the grave 
have any victory. My soul triumphs over death, 
hell, and the grave. 

" Husbands and wives, parents and children, 
health and riches, must all go. Disappointment is 
another name for them. 

'^ I should have been thankful, had I been able 
to have attended where I have so often been re- 
freshed with the conversation of pious men ; but it 
is otherwise allotted. The Lord knows best what is 
best for us : I am content, and resigned to hi^will. 

" I feel a foretaste of the joy which is to come; 
end who would wish to change such a state of 
mind ? As I have lived so shall I die with the 
most unshaken assurance, that / ?ukve notfoUffooei 
cunningly devised fahlesy but the pure, living, eter- 
nal substance. 
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I " Let the aged be strong, the middle-aged be ani- 
' mated,' and the youth enconraged; for Sie Lord is 
f with SioD, the Lbrd will bless Sion. 
I " If I am now to be removed (as I apprehend I 
' sooQsbaU) oat of ! Christ's church militant, where 
! I have endeavQiired kt some measure to fill up.my 

duty^ I have -an evidence, that I shall gain adxnit- 

tance into . his glorious church triumphant, far 

abov^cthe heavens. : 
• "My .dear, love to all them who love our Lord 

JesUs.Christ in sincerity. .Farewell/-' 

Helps for conversing with a sick person, in order to ani- 
mate him to honour God by his dying behaviour, 

I could wish, that, for the credit of Christianity, 
your own comfort, and the edification of your sur- 

; vivinjg friends, you may die not only safely, but ho- 
nourably. . You have your senses free in ypur pas- 
sage put of thU world into the next; whereas the 
force .of your djistemper might have deprived you 
of them : 1 shall therefore propose some plain di- 

^ rections in regard to your dying behaviour,*, • 

I 1 . I MTOuId advise you to divest your mind of all 

I earthly cares. v : . • 

% To renew your humiliation before (jrod, and 

S applieatiop to the blood of Christ. 

! 3. , To exercise patience under pain jof body, and 
sorrow of mind. , . ; .',.:■ 

4. Td bear an honourable testimony to ireligibn 
on leaving the world. , . .:.',, y i 

5. To give a solemn charge to iiirvivihgJriqptds ; 
especially recommending holinesjsanj^^ faith in 

Christ. 1 . : . i ! 

6. To keep' the promises of God in view. 

7. And to commit the departing spirit to God 
in the genuine exercises of gratitude and repent- 
ance, faith and charity*. .; . 

• '■ ■ ^ " • > 

• Sec an enlargement on each of' these "^MiticidArs, wiHi 'a.sui^. 
able meditation and prayer, m Dr. Doddridge's Rise kndTtogteas 
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I oooifSsssed before God << that the remembmice 
*< of them was grievoua to me ?" Is this true ? Was 
the remembrance grievous to me ? Was the burden 
of them intolerable? Do I consider sin as an heavy 
burden, or were these only words of course, in re- 
peating of which after the minister I meapt no- 
thing, and I felt nothing. Do I how perceive it 
was only a matter of form, a solemn mockery o^ 
God ? If so^ may I be more attentive to this for 
the future I 

I said that ^^ I desired to serve God in newness oi 
<* life/' But had I really any such desire? Had I 

any design of altering my present course of life ? 

♦ 
PartM of the Communion Service turned into aprat^er. 

It may likewise be very profitable to you, if yoic 
would turn some parts of die Communion Service 
mto prayer. As for instance ; I have been ex- 
horted ^ always to remember the exeeeding^great 
^ love of our Master and only Saviour Jesus Christ, 
^^ thus dying for us." God grants that with a most 
grateful heart, I may continually remember this in- 
stitution of the blessed Sacrament^ and all the be- 
nefits obtained by'our Lord's death, to my great 
and endless comfort ? 

The minister declared in tlie Absolution, "that 
** God of his great mercy had promised forgiveness- 
" of sins to all them that with hearty repentance 
*' and true faith turn unto Imn/' I humbly beseech' 
thee,. O Lord, to give me true repentance, and thy^ 
Holy Spirit;. " Lord, increase my faith." May I 
look up to thee, O Lord, for this. promised mercy' 
to all true penitents. 

I am exhorted to draw near to the sacramental 
table with faith, and to receive the sacred elements 
to my comfort. ' May I be enabled to draw near 
with a true faidi, and find by my own experi^cc 
that comfort and peace which this ordinance Was* in- 
tended to give me. 
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I bare ddbnowiedged, ^ that I do not presttttte tb 
" come to tfcis tTiy table, O mercifiii Lord, trust'- 
*' ins in my own rigfateoasness, but in thy raoni* 
" foki and great tnerdefl-/* May I give thee, O 
Lord, the glory of thy manifold and great mefcier; 
net trusting to what I am myself, or can do to sive 
myself; but may I f ely on thitie undeserved mercy. 
May I never approacn thine awfiil presence with a 
look of confidence towards heaven, like tbe self-^ 
ri^teous Pharisee, who, bKnd to his own sinful 
state, and ptiBki up witb pride, <^ tbanlced God 
^* diat be was ntot as other men titt :" words whicb 
implied, tt celebration of his own praise more than 
8 prf^er tb Grod ; but may I, with a deepvhumilia- 
tion aa a poor sinner, like the penitent publican, 

ed the merita ahd righteousness of our Lord 
ji Christ. May I now and ever be fottdd re- 
penting*, believing, renoundng all self-confidence, 
and looking for the Doercy of oiir Lord Jesus Christ 
tmto eternal Kffe. (Jude, ver. !81.) 

In Ifke maottner the Whole Communion Sertifee 
(and iiird^ed tbe wh<^ Lfturgy) may from time to 
time" be occasioaaSy so appliea to ourseli^eift, either 
by way of examination^ or of prayer, as to be bigMy 
I)enefie!al to lis. 

In^tatices cf ^ personal application of sonfte pro^ 
miser itt Scriptiire by way of examination, and 
pra^r for the fulfilment of them. See p. 106. 

HeF6 are a few texts of Scripture selected for 
meditation, both before and after the Sacrament, 
which may be serviceable to communicants in ge- 
neral ; particularly to those in the lower ranks of 
life, as servants, day-labourers, manufacturers, Jcc. 
who h&ve little time to spare from the empfcryrtrent 
on whidt their sibsialience depends. These texts 
they will fiiid «t lenctb by tQniiog to tbeir Bibles 
be&iM, im, or after ^mrA. They will see likewise 
the connection in which these passages ate fe« 
cord^. Tlese textts moreover ifiAy eaiily be ^ 
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pressed on the minds of sach as cannot read, if 
they would solicit an occasional repetition of them 
from those i^ho can ; and thus they may, as it were, 
have them strong on their memory, and ever ready 
for immediate use. 

It is desirable that every communicant should 
brinff with him to church a pocket Bible, which 
will be the best companion to the altar, and very 
useful for better understandiog and retaining some 
parts of the Lessons for the day read by the mi- 
nister, as well as for turning to the ttxts hare re- 
commended for i^editation* The Ck>mmon Prayer- 
Book likewise may be employed to advantage 
while others are receiving, by making a, proper use 
of some particular Collepts, Epistles, and Gospels, 
or suitable Psalms. As, for instance^ the Collect 
tor Ash- Wednesday ; the Epistle for the Thursday 
before Easter, which gives an account of the insti- 
tution of the Lord's Supper; the Epistle and Gos- 
pel for Good-Friday; the twenty-second and the 
hundred and sixteenth Psalms; the former re- 
lates to our Lord's sufierings»; and in the latter 
<^ the cup of salvation" . (meaning the sacrificial 
cup of the drink-offering, described in Numbers 
the twenty-eighth) may very fitly be applied to 
the sacramental cup ; which is indeed a cup of 
blessing to all those who rightly partake of it« 

__ r 

Texts for meditation before and after Sacra- 
ment. 

r 

Before the Sacrament, 

When you intend to receive the Sacrament,. en- 
deavour tp keep Che thoughts of your duty, and 
the blessings you desire, alive on your heart before 
you receive, by meditating on the following, or the 
like texts. , 

See Psal^ li. 1 7, Jer. iii. I?, 13* Matt, vi, «1. 
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^xii. S7, 39. Gai. iii. 24. Titv ii. li. 4 Tim. li. 12. 
il John ii. 25. 

After the SacrOm^t, 

When you have received, you nmy meditale on 
ihe fdJ€>w4ag5 or the like teias* 

See Matt. xi. 29. xxvi. 41. Luke xi. 13. John 
y. 14. xJv.27. xvi. SS. Rom. viii. 32. 2 Con v. 15^ 
vi, 16. 'Heb. xii. 9. 

For further assistance on this important duty of 
meditation, see Mr. Orton's Sacramental Medita- 
tions, or "devout Reflections on various Passages of 
Scripture ; designed to assist Christians in their at- 
tendance on the Lord's Supper, and their improve- 
ment of it. Not only those who do attend, but 
those who have not yet attended the Sacram^it, 
mayfind some advantage from the perusal of these 
meditations ; and be induced to pay a more serious 
regard to their duty in this respect; and more- 
over those pious Christians, who are necessarily 
confined fcom it» may be assisted and refreshed by 
^them. 



SECTION. VIIL 

^ELPS FOR CONVERSATIONS WITH A DYI!NG iPRO^ 
^gLIGAT£, OR A CONI>lSMN^D MALEFACTOR. 

Remarks on the humanity and necessity of a minister's 
attendance on profligate sifiners, and on the condemned. 

CoMMlSERATIOi^ for malefactors under seur 
tence of death will naturally engage a serious 
minister, wliether he attends by appointnient, or by 
his own choice, to exhort and pray with them and 
for them : and any one so employed, who has a 
just sense of the worth of immortal souls, and is 
sincerely desirous of serving their important in- 
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tercsU in lo 4aiigeroi]9 «nd critical a «ea$oii» would 
be glad to receive any hints of what had been sug- 
ffested on the like oocasionsy which nught enforce 
his own exhortations. This therefore induced me 
to abridge the following narrative given of Mr. 
James Maclaioe. I moteavet a|^eheiided| that 
the conversations of the worthy mmister who at- 
lended him (4f what is peculiar to the condemned 
were excepted) miffht be useful to dying profli- 
gates, or others, whose vicious hardness of heart, 
or penitent ooncem for salvation, render such alarm- 
ing or comforting admonitions necessary. These 
eonversaticms likewise might be nsefui'to those 
(Aether in sickness or health) irfio have not suffi- 
ciently, if at all, considered their latter end, ani 
the repentance preparatoir to it. 

But perhaps some may oe ready to object, <^ that 
^* the talking of the mercies of God and the hope 
^* of salvation to such wretches as tliese, is the way 
•* to encourage others of the like depraved disposi- 
<< tions to follow them in the same vicious courses.'^ 
For they will argu^ '< if God be so gracious as to 
*' forgive such enormous guilt in the last extre* 
** mity, why may we not tread in their steps, and 
** take our fill of sin ? If we escape the justice d 
*^ the law, it is well : if we suffer its utmost, we can 
*' repent, even at the very gallows, and be happy 
** in another world." 

I answer. To infer that we may mn because 
grace abounds, is such an unnatural shocking per- 
version of all just reasoning, and so gross an abuse 
of the Divine goodness, that it can scarcely be sup- 
posed to take place in any heart but where all the 
power of diabolical darkness and corrnption are 
entirely predominant. And such transgressors 
ought to be told, that they have no just ideas of 
repentance: for they will find it much more diffi-| 
cult than they imagined it to be ; and that by so 
horrid a perversion of the design of God in the 
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proQUmation of hh m^rcy, they actually exclude . 
theiasely<e9H from aU rational JK>pe of that grace ; 
find ouffht to expect nothing less than to be given 
up to the hardness of their hearts, as a just judg- 
loent of God upon them. 

Besides^ what is the natural language of this ob» 
jection ? " Let these wretched guilty imn^rtals 
'^ alone to perish in their sins^ and be adseraole for 
" ever : let them go down quickly to the hell they 
** have so justly deserved." 

And can any one £nd in his heart to utter such 
language as this to a fellow-creature? Forbid it 
humanity ! Forbid it Christianity ! 

Some of these unhappy people perhaps fell at 
first thorough weakness and inadvertency ; -from the 
want of better knowledge j or from the power of 
some strong temptation ; and may perhaps be now 
lamenting their fall in the bitterness of their souls, 
and secretly exclaiming^ *^ What shall I do to be 
" saved ?" And shall we withhold the glad tidings 
of salvation from them? God forbids 

On the other hand, shall we neglect to enforce 
the awful declarations of divine justice on the more 
h/irdened and impenitent? Certainly not. For even 
the worst of them have some remains of natural 
conscience, which it may please God so to awaken 
by such a representation of his mercies and ter- 
rors, as to lead them to a true repentance. These 
considerations, I trust, will justify any one in at- 
tempting to bring condemned malefactors and 
dying profligates to a sense, of their guilt; [see 
page 1)4.3 and to point out some hope of salvation 
through Jesus Christ 
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€onvertatwns with Mt, James Maclame, who was eff0ciii«et 
at Tyburn on October S, 1750, for dweri robberies m 
the highway *, 

1 found him^ says Dr. Allen, under inexpressible 
agonies of mind and conscience. I told him, I 
came at his request as a Christian minister, to t6s* 
tii^ to him repentance towards God, and faith to- 
wards our £ord iJesus Christ, and that he must 
allow mc to deal plainly with him, and I hope^he 
would be open and ii\genuous in all he said to me; 
which he solemnly, and as a dying man, assured 
me he would be. 

I observed to him, that as by common report he 
had associated with licentious young people of 
figure and fortune, and it was too well known that 
sUch aflected to disbelieve and despise all the prin- 
ciples of natural and revealed religion, I desired 
to know of him whether he had not fallen into the 
fashionable way of thinking and talking on these 
subjects ; especially as he was conscious tnat his life 
was spent in such a manner, as to have the greatest 
occasion for these kind of stupifiers. He answered, 
that the truths of religion were deeply rooted in 
his mind, even when he was pursuing the most fla- 
gitious courses ; that since he had robbed on the 
highway he never had enjoyed a calm and easy 
minute : he acknowledged the crime for which he 
was condemned. 

As he acknowledcred the crime for which he suf- 
fered, the justice of his sentence^ and the great 
wickedness of his life, 1 tliought my first endea- 
vour was to bring him to a true penitential sense 
and confession of his sins. In order to do this, I 
observed to him^ that it was Vei-y common for per- 
sons under condemnation to shew a great degree 

* The account here giren of him is extracted from the third 
"edition of Dr. Allen's nairatiTe of his behayioiar after oondemna^ 
tion, and weU worth a.seripus perusaL 
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of sorrow, bi^t that not much stress was to be laid 
on this, as it had been often found when such per- 
sons escaped, that they returned to their former 
courses ; that it was necessary for him to examine 
his heart, and take care, that he did not deceive 
himself; that true repentance did not arise from a 
sense of legal punishment, but from a living sense 
of the malignity of his sins, as offensive to a pure 
and holy God ; as breaches of his sacred law ; as 
violation^ of his own conscience ; as injuries to his 
soul ; and as contrary to justice and benevolence ; 
in which ties society was held together^ and with- 
out which there would be no living with safety 
land comfort in the world. 

He replied, I feel the weight of my crimes lying 
on my conscience in the views in which you have 
represented them. Xt is not death I fear; but, on ! 
I dread to appear in the awful presence of God ! 
How can such a wretch as. I have been hope for 
mercy ! 

I told him his fears and apprehensions were just; 
that it was no wonder that reflections on a life 
fpent as his had been should be very tormenting 
and uneasy, and that in the views of eternity *5 his 
*> flesh should tremble for fear of Gqd, and that he 
*^ should be afraid of hisjudgments ;" ttutt in these 
humiliations, the religion of all sitmcrs, especially 
of such as himself^ must begin; and I entreated him 
to think of this well. If you can be sincerely pe- 
nitent, you may, through the merits and intercession 
of our Lord Jesus Christy be forgiven; but, for 
God's sajce, don't deceive yourself* It is impossi- 
ble for 5ie to know your heart ; and the circum- 
stances, in. which you now are make it difficult for 
you yourself to know it : search it therefore to th« 
bottom, and seriously enquire what sorrow you 
have for your sins, abstracted from the shameful 
untimely end to which they have brought yo^ * . 
consider that only is ^* godly sorrow, and worketj^ 

3« 2: 
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" repentance unto salvation," which would never be 
coutfteracted, supposing your Hfe was to be saved. 
He acknowledged that he felt the force of what 
I mentioned, and that he hiad often a jeJEileusj of 
himself arising from that consideration ; but he 
added, if the utmost f^bhorrence of myseK* for my 
past wicked life, if the deepest sense of my ingrati- 
tude to God, my most bountiful Benef&ctor, of my 
WiHal transgressions of his laws, of the violations 
of my conscience, (which in the height of my 
wickedness was not hardened,) if indignation lit 
myself for the injuries I have done my fellow- 
creatures, and the distress I have brought on my 
worthy relations, if these (abstracting from all I am 
to su^r in this world) are marks of true repentance,. 
I- hope I am a penitent sinner. I have, it is true^ 
but a little time to live, and cannot shew the smce- 
irity of my repentance by many instances of the 
fruit of it ; but if I know any thing of my own 
heart I can truly say; tliat it I have a desire of 
living, it does not arise from any consideration so 
much, as that it would give me an opportunity oC 
fulfilKng those holy resolutions I have formed; * 

In another conversation with him I took occa- 
sion to talk over the parable of the prodigal son, 
in which I thought there was something pectiHarly 
suitable to his circumstances ^ O Sir ! said I, '^yoti 
** have taken your journey into a far country,*^ far 
from the way in which yon were trained up by a 
pious father, far from the way in which I under- 
stand you have often been counselled by your wor- 
thy brother, and have " spent your substance 
«* 9mong harlots, in riotous living, in gaming, in 
*' public diversions,'* in expensive and sordid 
(tnougli too fashionable) pleasures; and, when 
your own substance did not supply' your extrava- 
gancies, you have made cruel inroads into the 
'substance and property of others^ 
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It is true, said be, it is true: this is an embleiQ 
ef what my life was for some years: such a prodi-^ 
gal have I been. 

I then said, O let me, Sir, carry your thoughts 
farther into the parable, and beg you to consider to 
what this course of hfe has brought you. Your 
circumstances are like a '^ mighty famine in the 
'' land, and you more than begin, to see yourself in 
** want." All the companions of your loose hours 
desert you : they now slink away, hide their faces 
from you, give you up to the justice of the law, 
(though they once flattered you with the hopes of 
getting yon a pardon,) and are ashamed to have it 
thought they ever knew you. Indeed, their visits 
jQow would but distract you, and give you a keener 
sense of the misery qf your condition. Could they 
even Siive your life, they could not restore your lost 
name and character, much less could they restore 
your innocence, peace of mind, and a good con- 
science. 

He replied. Your words. Sir, are true ; O they 
strike like daggers to my heart : and after a violent 
burst of tears he said. My love of pleasure and of a 
gay appearance have undone me. 

A^ soon, as I found his mind a little composed, I 
told him that I did' not make these representations 
merely to terrify him, but to give him as lively a 
sense as I could of thegi^eatness of his crimes, and 
how stupid and foolish .his way of life had been^ 
and to induce him to take the same course the pro- 
digal had done in the parable, a course on which 
all his safety and hope depended; and that was, 
" to arise and go to his Father,!' and (in the prodi- 
gal's language) to say unto him, " Father, I ha.ve 
" sinned against heaven, and before thee, and am 
** no more worthy to be called thy son." - 

The Father in the parable, I ohierved to him, is 
the- God of heaven, whom you have offended, and 
fi'om. whom you have departed ; and your desertion 

N 3 
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of him has brought you into these wretched cir- 
cumstances. You have no help but in him whom 
you have forsaken. Arise then^ and go to him is 
the prodigal's temper of mind, and prostrate your- 
self before him with his words ; and from this pas- 
sage of Scripture (which is indeed the whole Gos- 
pel represented in a parabolical way) you have a 
warrant to expect your reception will be like what 
the prodicjars was. I represented this in the strong 
terms of that passage of Scripture, which I plainly 
saw melted down his heart. 

I then opened to him (as amply as the time 
would give me leave) the design of our Saviour's 
coming into the world ; the greatness of hia love 
to sinners ; the nature of the covenant of grace 
founded in his blood ; and the necessity of believ- 
ing in him, as the foundation of his hc^ea towards 
God. But I had the less need to insist on these 
great topics with him, as he talked of them in sen-? 
timents and language surprising in one whose 
thoughts bad long been strangers to these import- 
ant subjects: and it must be owned, that he was 
really a man of good natural sense, and bad a very 
graceful elocution. 

When I represented to him in the very words of 
Scripture the height and depth, the length and 
breadth of the love of Christ, the promises and en- 
couragements given to repenting and returning sin* 
ncrs, the instance of St. Paul, who after persecu- 
tion and blasphemy obtained mercy, and obtained 
it that in him Jesus Christ might shew a pattern 
of long-suffisring, and many other things that of- 
fered to my mind in that conversation, I could see 
by his gestures and countenance that his heart 
(as it were) burned within him ; and after that 
time there was a more visible serenity and com- 
posure in his countenance. He would often sayy 
witli his eyes fixed upwards, ** OCrod, thou knowcst 
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*« the conttition of my heart : I hate and loath my 
** sins, and I will not despair of thy mercy. I cast 
** myself on thy mercy, O Ood, through themerits 
*• ftfid interc«Bwon of my blessed Redeemer, and in 
*^ thee I will trust." 

&e eaid, the going to a masquerade was the be- 
ginning of his sorrows ; that he went to three : was 
at fiPsi a Httle sueeessful in gaming, and hoped by 
his saccess to have gained enough to have bought 
him A commission in the army ; but that he soqn^ 
lost his all; and having pawned and sold all h^ 
had, he, by the persuasion of Plunket, took to the 
highway^ and with him committed many robberies r 
and that he was the only accom^^lice he ever-had^ 

When T attended him the day after the death- 
warrant came dowii, I found no additional dejec- 
tion or sadness in his mind or countenance, but 
rather a more visible composure. H^ said he wa& 
resigned to his lot ; and should even rejoice if his 
deaui might be an useful warning to others. 

He told me, he saw in me a tender concern for 
his soul, and would be guided by my advice iii 
every thing relating to it : and therefore asked me, 
whether I would aavise him to recdve the sacra- 
meiit the morning of his execution. 

I answered, that I had not the least objection to 
it ; that it was a rite of our Lord's own appoint- 
ment for a memorial of his body broken, and his 
blood shed for the remission of sins ; and that as it 
was to be done often, it might be done also accept- 
ably anduseftil then ; but I suggested, that his edu- 
cation had been such, that I had no need to warn 
him against considering it as a charm or passport, 
which I was afraid many poor ignorant creatures 
did. 

He told me, that he went, as he had an oppor- 
tunity, among the other prisoners who were or- 
dered for execution, to instruct and pray with 
them, and pr^are them fqr death. He related to 
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me several instances of the hardiness of some of 
iikemj which shocked me to hear ; and I verily be- 
lieve he was as much shocked at them as myself; 
and pitied their souls, which were going ii;ito eter* 
nity in such a hardened condition. 

1 improved all these things as grounds on whicb 
I thought he might build hopes of his sincerity; 
for that to love and rejoice in any goodne^^s he saw 
in others, was a sign of some goodness in his own 
heart ; and that to have a concern for the salva- 
tion of other men's souls might be considered, espe- 
cially under his circumstances, as an evidence tbst 
he had a re'al concern for his own. 

On my saying to him, the day before his execu? 
tjon, that God delighted in them who fear him, 
and in them who hope in his mercy ; and that hope 
in the mercy of God was as truly honouring that 
perfection of his nature, as fearing him was doing 
honour to his majesty, justice, and holiness; he 
said, I don't despair. I do hope in the mercy of 
God; and will do so to my last breath. 

I asked him whether he had any family- He 
said. Yes ! His wife was dead, with whom be had 
lived happily, but that hehad a girl of five ye(irs old; 
and added, in a very pathetic tone of. voice, lifting 
up his hands, ** O my dear innocent babe ! I have 
** brought infamy and shame upon thee." I then 
observed,, that he had reason to be very, humble be- 
fore God for his crimes in that view, as bringing 
distress on his. worthy relations, his brother, child, 
and mother-in-law : and I further observed to hinii 
tliat vice was like the plague, by which a man not 
only dies himself but scatters death all around 
him. 

He told me, what is very remarkable, that he 
was naturally a man of great courage ; but that, 
after he had began to rob on the highway, guil' 
had made an arrant coward of him; for he. was 
terrified at thp least alarm, and so intimidated by 
any appearance of danger, that he always put his 
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accompUoe (Pkiii^et) on any hazardouft attempt^ 
not daring to engage in it himself. 

I proposed to some of his friends, who were fxre- 
sent, that they should unite with me in offering up 
a solemn prayer to Ood for him ; in which they all 
most willingly joined, the pocur prisoner devbntly 
kiieeling, and all of us standing arouidhim. There, 
after expressing our thankfidness to God for that 
deep contriticm and good hope he had graciously 

gVen him, I commended his soul to the mercy of^ 
od, praying that Christ Jesus, who came to seek 
and save >k)i)t and undone sinners, would receive 
bis departing spirit. I hope our prayers were 
heard. l%ere was not a dry eye among us ; and 
truly he who could be unaffected at such a soene 
must be hard indeed. 

In the eveinng, for the last tnime, as he earnestly 
begged to tsee me, I went to him wdlh one of hn 
friends, land, after seme donrersntion smtable to 
his iiiJhappy situation, I once more in pratfer're- 
commeMed his soul to the meny of God, through, 
our hcfsd Jesus Christ 

The time was now come when we must take otd^^ 
last fitrewell of him. He said <•< this was the bit- 
" temess of death." He eagerlj embraced us both; 
dropped suddenly dowai^n his knees, and in ac^ 
cents, the sound of which will never be out of my 
ears, he praysed to God to bless u^ both for ever ; 
to prosper as and our families m kU our undertak- 
ings ; and eternally to reward us ftfr all the com«^ 
passion and love we had shewn to such a poor un- 
worthy creature as he said he was. 

I am informed he spent the whole night in. 
prayer and devotion. At getting into the cart he 
said, " O my God, I have forss^en thee; but yet 
" I will trust in thee.** All the accounts I received 
of his behaviour in his passage to the place of exe- 
cution, dnd at it, concur in testifying, that he went 
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through the whole awful scene widi a manly iinn- 
* ness^ joined with all the appearances of true devo- 
tion. I would charitably nope he has found tlii^ 
mercy with God, which he so earnestly sought 
through a Redeemer. But what to think concern- 
ing him is left to every one's own reflections. 

So far .Dr. Allen's narrative. It was reported 
by a gentleman who saw him executed, that just 
before the cart, in which he stood, was drawn from 
under him, as it was a veir fine day, and the sun 
shone bright, he looked all around him with great 
composure, and then said, ^ Must I never more 
** behold this beauteous sun ? Do thou then, O 
'< Sun of righteousness*, shine on. my departing 
*« soul." 

This unhappy man shewed great signs of pen]*v 
tence; but none can presume to form a judgment 
of his salvation; or whether his repentance was 
genuine, or not. That must be left to the ffreat 
•day, when the secrets of all men's hearts shaii be 
revealed. Archbishop TiUotson has observed f, 
that <* it is difficult for any man to be assured oiP 
"** the truth and reality of his repentance, when 
^^ there is no sufficient opportunity to make a trial 
** of the sincerity of it." ' 

There is, I tnink, no doubt of the sincerity of 
this condemned malefactor at the time Dr. Aliea 
attended: but the question is, What would his 
temper and conduct have been had his life been 
spared for a number of years ? He might have been 
a true penitent, and (through the merits of Christ) 
have been accepted as such : but, as he did not 
live to « bring forth fruits meet for repentance," 
(which the Gospel requires,) it is beyond the know- 
ledge of man to determine his future state. 

* He alluded to these words, « The Sun of righteousness shaU 
♦' arise with healing in his wings." MaL iv. 2. 
. t ^^ ^^^ ^^^ end of the. Archbishop's Sermon on Heb. iii, 1% 
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{j^ £very mimster who attifnds a condemned* 
mfde&ctor would do weil^ to exhort him to make 
not only a general confession of sins, but particu-* 
larly of that for which he has been condemned; 
and should endeavour to tonvince him, that ho 
worldly considerations ought to hinder him from* 
discovering any combinations in wickedness, or 
any evil practices designed against others, that by 
his inteliigenjce such mischievous attempts might' 
as much as possible be prevented. He should be 
instructed likewise what satisfaction (so fiir as in his 
power) he ought to make to those whom he may 
have offended or injured. 



SECTION IX. 

ilELTS rOK CONVERSATION WITH ONE LATELY AB- 
COVERED FROM SICKNESS. 

Helps- for tonv^sing iinth one on a recovery from skknesi, 
as owitig tOf the providence of God, 

You cannot but be sensible, that all the varrous 
events of this lower world are under the direction 

and control of God. 

There is nothing certain liere below ; and con- 
sequently you must live in a daily dependence on 
the providence of God, and be prepared for every 
event. 

By him your body was made and preserved ; 
the disorders of it likewise are to be ascribed to 
him : sometimes they are the immediate Operation 
of his hand, and for wise purposes. Sometimes 
(and more generally) we bring diseases oft ourselves 
by folly, sloth, intemperance, or other vices. These 
however are to be traced up to an overruling Pro- 
vidence> as they are the consequences of that ne- 
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tjMflary comectkin which God h«si est^bhed be- 
tween: Yice and onsery. Biitfrom whatever ii;aiised 
diseases pcoceed> when they are removed^ it is the 
l^vd's doing. 

. The hand of God itt to be aduMwdiedged in di*^ 
rectuig you to proper means % and faiewng these 
maaiw. 

To be the only in&Uible phy»caan is what God 
daima as bis prerogative^ who supenntends ali 
means; and works with or without ihem^ as Detm^ 
ediffood in his^ightf. 

xne wisest and best of men have ascribed such 
events to God. 

This shews the reasonableness of St. James's 
advice, " Is any afflicted^ let him pray." If we 
pray daily and earnestly to God, and carefully ob-^ 
serve the wise disposals of hia providence^ we shall 
find a great support under the afflictions of life; 
and shall rejoice with trembling in our greatest 
prosperity. 

Helps for convening «>ith one an a TtCoter%Jrom ^dtneu, 
as owing io ^be mercy of Qad, 

The recovery of good men here is a mercy to 
them; and the recovery of the wicked (as they 
would have no well'-grounded hope of happiness 
hereafter) is undoubtedly the same. 

This recovery gives good men an opportunity 
of making further improvements in lioliness ; and 
the remembrance of such a mercy received ought 
to excite them to it. 

It should dispose you to gratitude and praise^ 
and create in you (as it has a tendency to do) the 
love of prayer, so as fo abound in the exerdseis 
of it ; and to make you more diligent, constant^ 
and serious in your attendance on public ordi» 
nances. 

• See Ecckis. xoixviiL 4, f Deufc 3Qmi. 39* 
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You hare time to perforin further services for 
God; and it may reasonably be supposed, that you 
will be animated to it, shaking ^ your former 
sloth. You have fiirther opportunities of serving 
your generation, especially your &mily; and per- 
haps^ of providing comfortably for their present 
subsistence, and future establishment. You are 
spared, that you might do more to support reli* 

S'oD, and aavance the cause of Christ in your 
mily and neighbourhood. 

You are mad^ I hope, by this recovery more 
humble, tender, and compassionate to others. 

The remembrance of pain and sickness should 
induce von to pity the infirmities and relieve the 
necessities of the poor. 

Yoo should be quickened to every good word 
and work, by considering the uncertainties of life 
and health. 

From these uncertainties likewise you have me-^ 
mentos to be always prepared for the attack of 
that sickness and death, from which there will be 
no deliverance. Thus your growing fitness for 
heaven may be promoted. 

These are the ends which God has in afflicting 
and recovering his servants. You who are re- 
covered should be sensible of the divine goodness; 
acknowledge, adore, and rightly improve it; espe- 
cially you should let the mercy of God in recover- 
ing yon from, sickness be improved in the manner 
I have just mentioned, by greater 2eal and activity 
in .bis service, and by more resolute, cheerful, un- 
wearied attempts to do good to others. 

God has by this mercy strengthened hi? title to 
your renewea life, and rendered it on many ac- 
counts more then ever his own : , to him therefore 
lei it be devoted. 

Humble caution, watchfulness, and prayer are 
highly necessary to make a |)roper improvement of 
Godi's goodness in sparing' and preserving youj 
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aad if fliis be yoqrdiqpotition, the sickfMM, which, 
through divine meroyt has not been unito death, 
will be to the glorj of God. 

tielpsfir a shfurt oonvtrtatUm with one just rtcof^ectdfnm 

iickness. 

You «re now reooveved (nm your late dbuiiiiiig 
sickness ; 9cmi6 smous omyenH^im widi jroii wiay 
tlierefore be necessary. Th^ heal ad^ioe I can give 
Tou is to remind yourself of %h» tfendieiy of y<Nir 
heart ; how {urone men are to ibr^ their promises 
and resolutions made in tim^ of ^dknes% and the 
near views of death* Bemipd y^Hwelf faitbev how 
9obn you may be u^ the same cir<;|UBi«taiioes agein ; 
how certain death is, and how awM the jconae^ 
«ae&|jces of it I Urge on yourself constaot watch- 
^Iness and prayer, and the faithful di^huge of 
those duties which you may have neglected^ «ape*- 

dally an attendance on the Liord's supper. . 

I would rooreoveif recommend tp you an atten* 
tive consideration of what Dr.. Gibson (late Kshop 
of Loi^dop) has said in his Serious Jkbrice to per- 
sons who have been sick : which iittl^ tract is given 
^y ^^ gpyernors of fnost of the infirmarieft to the 
patients ox^ their recovery. 

Helps far a fuller conversation with th^ fame 

You are ipipw r^ver^di through the m^rey of 
Gods &om; a 4ang^i^6u3 dii^mper. Yon had ^< re- 
<( ceiyed within yourself the sentence of death," but 
God has raised yp^ 33 from, the dead, and eaiiied 
the light of life again to shine upon yon, and 
l^rought ypoji as it werc^' afitew, in()o: the land of the 
Uving^. What'^K^ bec^et^ you to do on snch'tm 
o^casionf Yo^ shouM inOsi tbmikfiiUyr-acluiow- 
ledge this at the throne of ff race, and endeavour %o 
i^t yoi^ va^A with a, clear andf livetjf^-aense of 
die concern ^hip^. Qpd ha9: in the affilin of jm^ 
si(^^ or hfifimy^ yow li^ ai daaih, and fluit 
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disteropfBts come upon you or leate Vou only by 
his peraiission and conunand: be checks theix* * 
power, and srays, f/iMer/o-^and no further. You 
see, therefore, nothing comeB by chance, but by 
the all«-wi«e permistion and power of God alone* 

Now an alVwise and good God would never have 
sent this affliction on you, had it not been for some 
gracioiis and kind design^ intending your goo^. 
<< He perer afflicts willingly,'' but when it is needful. 
And when the blessed Father of our spirits lays ^ny 
correoiion on us^ it ia not ^< for his own pleasure, 
^* but mdyfor our profit, that we may be made par- 
^< taken of his holinciss.'' Ask yourself what migbc 
profaridy be the wise and kind design dP God*s 
providenee in your late visitation Inr sickness. 

1.' Waa it for the trial of your virtues^ to prove 
your £Bdlii in Oed, your hope in Christ ybur pa- 
tience, and Christian fortitude, your deadnessto 
the present world, i^d your, victory ov^r death ? 
Was it to give you %n opportunkv of exercisiuft 
and shewing ferth these worthy dispositions, and 
this r%ht temper of soal, l^ whi<^ Ooi is glorified, 
and your Cfanstian profession ho^ioured f If this 
were the desi^ of heaven, how M it answered iii 
you? How did yon behave? adedc and resigned, . 
orfretfcd and impatiettt? Did you cling to th« 
present world, or aid this sickness find you in some 
measure dead to the things of this mortal state? 
and were you willing to quit this present worlds 
that, being <' absent Irom the$e things, you migh|t 
** be present with the Lord ?' 

0. ,This sickness perhaps was sent to awaken 
you from some dangerous and sinful security ititb 
which you had fsllcn; to rouse you to a dne 
concern about the state of your soul s to make you 
turn your eyes inward, and seriously to enquire on 
%i^at terms you stand with regard to God^ to 
Cairist, and the future world } 

3. Was it sent as a chastisement for some sin ? 

o 2 
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or to admonish and correct you for some particu«' 
lor miscoBctact with which you stand chargeable 
before heaven ? 

Another thinff which is necessary for you to do 
is carefully to call to mind^ and always endeavour 
to persevere in the same serious and right sense of 
things which you had on your aick bed. 

In what light did you then see the grandeur and 
riches of this world, which are wc^t so deeply to 
engross men's attention and zeal, and which per- 
haps in time past too much dazzled your weak eyes, 
and captivated your foolish heart ? What vain and 
emptv things did they all then appear ! You then 
clearly saw the wisdom of religion, die inestimable 
value of piety and virtue ; of a life spent in the fear 
of God ; of a conscience bearing witness to yi>nr 
sincerity, and purged by faith in the blood of 
Christ firom all guilt. 

' Having been thus gradously redeemed from the 
power of the grave, (perhaps from the horrors of 
eternal darkness and death,) it now also behoves 
you, with the deepest and most grateful resigna- 
tion, to ask yourself, ** What shall 1 render to my 
** almighty Deliverer ?' This great favour on 
God's part surely demands some ansyrerable return 
oo. yours. What tribute ian you render en this 
occasion, which he will be pleased tb accept ? You 
should make your rQost thankful acknowledgments 
for his mercy; and principally, 
, 1. By rendering your most hearty praises and 
thanksgivings to God ; acknowledging thi^ great 
blessing to have come to you from his hand ; and 
by adoring Christ Jesus, the kind Intercessor, who 
looked upon you from heaven with a pitying eye; 
who pleaded your cause before the eternal ibrone; 
and procured for yOu a reprieve from the sentence 
of death. ^' Your soul therefore should magnify 
" the Lordy and ypur spirit rejoice In God 3'our 
'' Saviour." 
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S. l^giTuig on tihifl occasion (accordnig to your 
ability) flosf6 extraordinary alms to the poor. Your 
alms, like those of Cornelius, should come up to* 
^ther with your praises before God. You cannot 
e3qiec( that any sacrifice of your lips^ 'any praises 
or acknowledgments which you make with your 
tonffue, will be regarded by Ood^ if not aceom- 
panfKcl with a sincere compassion to your brethren 
in distress. Your goodness, or benevolence, caD-^ 
not extend to him ; but it may to his children and 
servants on earth ; many of whom you see linder 
ipreat. sufferings, and in want. Now these he liaa 
appointed to be his deputies, (or representatives,) to 
receive your thank-offering and benevolence in his 
slead; and Christ has expressly assured us, that 
wbatever kindness we shew to tbem, he will accept 
as if done to himself. 

3. By a surrender of yourself to God. Yon ^ill 
now I nope make an humUe and unfeigned sur- 
render of your body and soul intafais hands; and 
lay youraeif under the most inviolable and sacred 
cMigaticms.to be henoeforwardt the Lord's. To 
his mercy you owe it, that you are not now num*» 
bered among the dead. The life therefore which 
be has so graciously redeemed from destruction, 
you win inflie most solemn manner possible (espe- 
cially at the sacramental table) consecrate and-de^- 
vote to his sierVice and fear. You are under infi- 
nitoobligations to live unto God : you cannot but 
aduiowledge, that you are not your own : you are 
most truly and justly Christ's, bought with his 
blood, and redeemed by his intercession 'from the 
deserved iientence of death. 

lilKiaugh of yourself you cannot maintain these 
religious resolutions, but would soon fall before 
tewi^tiiHis, if left to your own strength; yet, 
dirough Christ straligthening yon, you can do ail 
tluiigs. it is of infinite concern to you then that 
jFOU offer up your constant and^amest prayers to 

o3 
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heaven* If you coDtmue iosUni in thid daty, and 
ask help from God, he has assured you that you 
shali receive it : but if you fall into a neglect, or 
disuse of daily prayer, you shall certainly soon fitll 
by renewed temptations, turn back into a worldly 
and sensual course of life, and forget the solemn 
yows and purposes you have lately made* 
, Remejmber, that, though you are now raised frpm 
a sick bed, you must very socm lie do\\rn upon it 
f^gain ; lie down to rise no more till the resurrec* 
tion of the dead. 

"Helps for conversing with the relations of one who has 
been lately recovered from sickness. 

. 1 . As it has pleased God to recover your sick 
and dying relation, [be it husband or wife^ brother 
or sister,] it is a great mercy to you ; 4nd by this 
hp has honoured your earn^t intercession for him, 
[or her.] . 

9. It is a mercy to you, as by thjs you may reap 
further pleasure aQd benefit by your d^irable in- 
tercourses witli him, and by his friendly offices for 
you- . , 

.- ^3. When such an one is restored to us, we. are 
"tp receive him. with all gladness in the IxMrd." 
(Phil. iL 9!).) that is, temper our joy with devotion, 
and receive him as the gift of God*. 
. 4. Should you find that he is intj[>roved by this 
yishation of sickness in his Christian course it 
would sweeten the mercy, and increase your grati- 
tudcf 

5. Youshould frequently recollect svch.an inter- 
position of Providence with thankfulness. 

6. Such a r|MK>llection of his goodness may pro- 
niote your own spiritual heal^ and welfare. 

7. You may frequently and usefi^lly reflect, that 
if it be such a niercy to be recovered. from sickness 
and death, what a mercy it is to be recovered from 
sin and everlasting condemnation; to have ou| 
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transgr^ons pardoned, and the vices of the inutd 
healed by the influential and sanctifying grace pf 
God ; to be interested in Christ Jesus ; restored to 
a new and a divine life ; and disposed to the faitbr 
ful service of God. How thankful should they be, 
who are recovered from ignorance and vice; 
^^ whose souls proq>er and are in health ;" who are 
healed by Christ's stripes, and restored to the joy 
of his salvation. How thankful should they be, 
whose dearest relations, in the^nds of nature, and 
friendship, are recovered fvom the paths of sin, 
have had t|ieir backslidinffs healed, and are '^ walk? 
'* ing in the truth." This, as the greatest blessing 
of all, we should desire for ourselves and for others, 
(eqiecially those for whom we are sincerelv con- 
cerned^) that above aU our soals may be healthy and 
fiourishhig ; that wc may die to sio, and live to 
righteousness : and if this be the situation of. our 
minds, we may well say^ '^ The. Lord hath done 
^< great things for us, whereof we lU'e glad." (Fs. 
cxxvt. 3.) Is it not pur dtttpr then, to shew our grati- 
tude for our near escapes from temporal, and more 
especially from eternal death, by serving the Lord 
^^ without fear in holiness and righteousness before 
" him all the days of our lives ?" (Luke i. 75.) Then 
we shall be preparing for that happy^ state, and at 
lentfth received into it, where Qod (Rev. xA, 4.) 
'' sbaU wipe away all tears from our eyes ; and 
'< where there shall be no more death, neither sor- 
<< row, nor eryins, neither shall there be any more 
<< pain ; for the mrmer things are passed awayw'' 

A Thanksgimng after recopfiry - from sickness , keing a. 
Paraphrase of the hundred and sixteenth Ptalm.' 

1. I pmwd earnestly in n^kUe. dangerous $kk^ 
nessy and I am well pleased that the Lord.hatli 
heard the voice of my prayer. 

2. J cQidd scarcely specie I was s6 faints hut dm 
very tkani(fid that he hath inclined his ear unto 
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met kmxrd m ktward wnd ^eerei groam^ nnd ddi^ 
wred me mi Aaktd^ tfaer«rdr» iml I learn hf Um 
atfaf kii gvodnm to call upon Inm a* long as I 

toe. 

3. / Me tiat is the we^ to get reNg^ Jhr the 
•aares of deaith, like a net, oon^passed me rcAuid 
about) eo tXat there seemed no |My open to esee^pcj 
and Ae paint, the most terribk agonies^ like ^om 
of litU, vid»atg gat htM upon me« 

4. And when 1 <:^ound this omtward trouble ^ 
iMb and inward bea^neas ^ mind seize on me, 
and i called upon the name of the Lord, Iprasfedy 
mnfing, O Lord, 1 beaeech thee^Jree me from fi^ 
bodi^pam, if than seestjH^ and^ hmeoer thai mag 
be, ddiyer'iny tonl $ nai onty spare mg life, bne de^ 
Uoer meffdm sm, and from eterrni pains, mkaianer 
i endure here. 

5. And he was pleased to hear me, an wmarthy 
sinner, therefore I here openly declare, gracious is 
tke Lord, and wmsiUingto aMct w, ^ our sins do 
m^ provoke him to ii, and ri^fteons, yea, our God 
is mercifiil, eaeeedinify mere^uL He was^hteous 
in lagingMs puwammeniuponmej and men^ in 
supporting me under it, and at kf^fihin removing it 

fhmme. 

6. Imgselfam a witness andan instance that the 
Lord preserveth the simple, the meanest ^hss'^^er- 
oemts : far, I was in misery, who hadno worth in me 
to deserve kisfwour, ssA yet he helped me. 

7. Where/bre despair no more : turn again then 
out of the pM cf despair imto thy f»smer rest and 
satisfaction, in God^s merty through Christ, O .my 
soul, for the Lord hatli reivarded thee well for 
trusting in him, having done thee good, and deiivered 
thee, ndu>^wiibr didst de9errk,nm eio^ requite ihis 
faunir. : i /T^. 

8. And whj should I wver iMstrustJhee agamic 
Thouli^delffered my. void fimn eternal dnd nu/ 
body Jhom tingmtddesA; mnd;fy re m a a A % mg 
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fears and nhf pains, hast freed mine eyet from tears, 
those which my anguish and fear eaiorted from m#, 
and kept my feet from falling into the pit ofdespair. 
Of* the snares of the devil, restoring to me both my 
life and my hope. 

9. And since he has given me a new life^ I will 
spend it holily, and always walk, as it iverej before 
the^ Lord, wio sees all my "eoays^ and knows aU my 
actions, and in this course mil I persist while I am 
in the land of the living, among whoni by his mercy 
I now? amy who was lately more likely to be numbered 
among the dead. 

10. 1 believe alwaysy that he was able to help me, 
and therefore will I speak of his praise, declare his 
paaoer, and own myseff Ms servant; but I was sore 
troubled in my extremity, Jbr Jear he should not be 
willing to deliver me : and when all about me gave 
me hopes, I spoke rashly, and I said in my hast^ 
heif^ impatient qf longer s^erings, that all men, 
even those that assured me God fwould help me, are 
liars^ and do but deceive me, as 1 /eared they had 
done : so low was then my/iUh, 

11. But nam he has exceeded my hope^ and fidfy 
confuted my unheUrf, what reward shall I give dnto 
the Lord f&r my ease,MSe, health, and for all .the 
benefits that he hath dcme unto me, and the com-^ 
forts, to which he hath restored me/ 

IS. J cannot requite him, but I would do what I 
can, Js the Jews had their cup qf thanksgiving 
tfpon all great deliverances, so I will on the first op- 
portunity go to the sacramental table, and receive the 
cup of salvation, a salvation purchased by the blood 
of Christ* And not only at the Sacrament, but on 
all other occasions^ will I call on the name of the 
Lord Jbr help, having found such benefits by my 
prayers in this my late, extremity, and I xxdll, beseech 
him Jbr Christ's sake to continue his mercies to me$ 
and grant me his further assistance. 

1 3. Moreover, ^ince I auoe my life to his mercy ^ 
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and resolved^ if he Spared if, to devoid UU^kk9ervi^ 
t will {ty mfproieee^ prtfjferMj md rnideavawn after 
holineu) fojf n^ vows made in ntff danger and dis- 
tress now, and am came hHker in the prcnaenoe of aU 
his people, in the courts of the Loras house, even 
in tne midst of thee, O Jerusalem^ to bless Us nam^ 
and to cause others to Join with me. JVherrfore IH 
usf OletusaU^ praise the Lord. 
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SECTION X. 

HSLM FOR niSCHABOINO THE IMPORTAVT DUIt 

OF PRATSK PROFSRLT. 

Hsi^ in regard to ike mannar ^praying vMh thenck» 

I. PLAYERS with the nek should not be too 
loDo; Wfaelisnrer yon pmy with one who is aa 
ewuMDt Christia, you tnav occadonally add i 
podtlpn for the revivai of rdogion in this degeoe^ 
rate age; as you maY be assured he ^ritt heartily 
jofai with jpoo in it ; tot good men hare always a 
ieal for t^i^ increase of reiigton. . 

£• When the sick per»on aeems to be hfi an uii^ 
Foiewed st^te, earnestly pttif that Ood would have 
mercy on him; and gire him a little more tfaD«> 
that be may repent; and that th$ dreadftil sentence 
of eondemnalion may not be ptronoutoibed against 
h^n. Such petitions hare a tendency to. awaken 
asbre than an express exhortation. These likewise 
may impress otherii who are present A contrary 
method of praying will tend to harden any by- 
stander, who, iiKe him, may be unrenewed. Take 
Gfure how you call such as these the servants or 
God« Oar brother (or sister) is much more propet 
to be used in praying with such sort of people. 

S. When you pray with a dying real Christian) 
you ahouid use spme petitions expressive of his 
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fidik, mnd of bis disposition towards God tor his 
benefits* As 9^9 instance, you should praise God 
fiooqtfie renewing grace vouchsafed to him ; for his 
oommilnion with God in ordinances; and thi^t 
God has enabM him to persevere to the end, and 
to adorn religion. Praise God likewise fer the 
ooqifofts he has received during his confin^nent 
by tieknesi^: for the serenity ana peace with which 
he is looking into the eternal world ; for the hope, 
that, though he dies to us, he lives to God; and 
tfaa* ^e msll meet again in heaven. These are 
aqitable petitions aiid thanksgiving!:, which the sick 
peivon may present for himself, as well as, any 
other, who prays at his bedside ip his behalf. 

4. It ofay not be improper to add a petition for 
thoae of the fiimily, who join with you in prayer, 
that they may be prepared for the will of God, if 
be should make a breach in the family by the 
deaA of the sick person ; that this visitation may 
be sanctified; and that those around him may be 
awakened by it to consider and prepjare for uieir 
own latter end. 

Bat the use of all prayers for the sick rpust be 
discretionary, and left to the judgment of the mi- 
nmter^ or some Christian friend, in the application 
of thetia. Different forms will in this, as well as in 
all odier oases, more or less suit the mind and cir- 
emstances of different persons ; and when once 
experience has taught any one which sort seems 
most to affect the sufferers whom he attends, and 
whom he desires to assist and improve^ he will 
then need no other or better direction what prayers 
to use. 

Hdi^$ t&'puvimf the using' ihe toands (f prayer without any 

tnfluence on the heart. 

The lAOtWet of prayer should *^be well consi- 
dered ; it. is highly derogatory td the honoiir of 
God, and injurious to yourself, whenever you pray 
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to him in a formal manner with your lips only, 
using wordi wiUiont any meaning. You alnmld 
pray from an heart-felt conviction, that you are a 
miserable sinner; that the time ia short; thai 
death draws near ; that judgment is at hand ; thai 
eternity is before you ; that there is no salvation 
but in God's mercy through Christ. If yoi: 
thus pray, you will hereafter be a partaker ol 
that faith, which overcometh the world. ( 1 John 

*^ The generality are too ready to take np witl 
the mere performance of prayer. When they praj 
for spiritual mercies, they do not consider adfter- 
wards whether God has granted them or not 
They have asked at the time for an increase oi 
faith, wisdom, holiness, and other graces; and then 
have soon forgotten for what they asked, or neg- 
lected to observe how fur these petitions have been 
answered. When they have requested temporal 
blessings, how littie have they considered the hand 
of Ood in granting, or the wisdom of God in re- 
fusing them ! Hence all the lowness of th^r at- 
tainments in divine things 1 Hence their subjection 
to earthly thin^ • !" 

Great indeed are the patience and love of God ; 
yet it cannot be supposed that such petitioners 
will be regarded. Never let us so far delude our 
own souls, as to believe, that those prayers will be 
effectual with God which are not useful to ourts 
selves. 

Helps for self-examination on some of the petitions in ovf 

daily or occasional prayers. 

It may be very useful to many, if some of thlj 
petitions in their prayers were turned into qae»| 

• See Serle^i G|iifBtS«n Rememhnuic^, •r afaoii Rellectioiit 4 
die Fa^h, LUb, sad Conauct of a ital ChzMftn, page 133, of tM 
second edition. 
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tions ; as they would then see how far they had 
desired to have their petitions fulfilled* As £br 
instance ; I have prayed for the promised assistance 
of God's Holy Spirit: am I convinced of my want 
of it^ and do I sincerely desire it? I have pre- 
sented this prayer thtough the mediation of our 
Lord Jesus Qhrist: am I duly sensible, that I am 
not worthy so mucR as to ask pardon for my sins, 
or to present any petition to God, but through the 
mediation of his Son Jesus Christ? By such and 
the like self-examination in all oar prayers, and 
from the answers &ithfully returned by oilr own 
hearts to such (|uestions as these^ we shall be able 
to form a right judgment of the state of our souls. 

A method of self 'examination, toilh the due order of asking 
each question here stated, so as to prevent either confU' 
avm, omissvm, or irregularity in the discharge of this 
very important duty. 

This manner of self-examination may be used 
at any time, either daily or weekly, morning and 
evening, or whenever it shall be Judged necessary, 
as it frequendy will in the day of sickne&9 or oth^r 
affliction. 

1. The first question I wish to be asked is, Do 
you confess your sins of omission^ as well as of 
commission ? 

9. Do you repent of them ? 

3.. Do you pray for mercy and forgiveness ? 

4^ Do you plead the promises and atonement of 
Christ? 

5. Do you. resolve to reverence, love, and obey 
God? 

6. Do you implore the aid of the Holy Spirit to 
sti'engthen your resolutions ? 

7. Do you examine how far these things ^re 
done o.r left undone ? 

8. .Are you deeply humbled on any deficiencies? 
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9. Do yon watdi and pray, that you enter not 
into temptation? 

10. Are you k follower of them, who through 
faith and patience inherit the promises ? Heb. tI. 
19. Do you acquaint yourself with God, and.are 
you ^t peace? Job xxii. 91./ 

Helps to iusisi the sicrf (or others) in pragvig to God 

a^eptdh^. 

1. Yon should be very careftilnot to trifle in the 
presence' of the eternal God ; for what does not 
proceed from the heart is no prayer, but rather a 
sin. See Psahn cix. 7. 

9. If you pray without some fixedness of thought 
and sincerity of heart;, it is, in effect, taking God's 
name in vain. You should ccMsskler well each p^ 
tition, as you ofier it np ; and, if you have not 
been sufficiently attentive to it, repeat it aji^ain and 
again till your heart accompanies the words. . 

3. Make some pauses. Think what you are 
about. Ask yourself, Is this prayer ? Is this a ra- 
tional spiritual service? Will God be pleased with 
this kind of worship? The formal and customary 
kneeling, the lifting up the hands and eyes to 
heaven without the heart, the cold and careless 
uttering of words, are in reality no more than the 
dead carcase of prayer, and not a living sacrifice. 

4. Fix your dependence on the Spirit of God to 
help your infirmities, which God has promised to 
give to those who ask it (Luke xi. IS.) And you 
should in every act of devo^on earnestly entreat 
God's presence and assistance, or by a snort eja- 
culation previous to it. . 

5. It is of the utmost importance, that in all your 
prayers you should maintain a believing regard to 
ou^ Lord and Advocate Jesus Christ, and never 
lose sight of him. All blessings in tmre and eter- 
nity are the purchase of his blood, and to be ob- 
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tained by bis intercession. No prayers can be ac- 
ceptable without faitb in his promises; and they 
must be presented to God through him, as your 
Mediator; and through him you are to expect 
mercy. It is essentially necessary, that at the con- 
clusion of every prayer (as you may see it is in 
our Liturgy) the name of Christ should be ex- 
pressly mentioned, and the dependence of the soul 
should certainly be fixed on his merits and inter- 
cession. 

6. When your prayer is ended^ you should re- 
collect how it was performed, that you may be 
humbled, or satisfied, and thankful, as the case 
shall require. God may sometimes, for a farther 
trial of your faith, and other wise reasons, delay to 
return an answer to your prayer, though presented 
in sincerityi faith, and hope: David waited pa- 
tiently, aBd at l^igth the Lord heard him. See 
Psalm xl. 1. Sometimes you may not pray ear- 
nestly enough ; or be sufficiently sensible of the 
Truest you make» so as to be very desirous of ob- 
taining it. At other times you may pray for out- 
ward and temporal mercies too importunately and 
unwarrantably. Sometimes the mercy you pray 
for may not be good for you ; or probably may 
not be yet good for you * : you are not therefore 
to judge of God's hearing prayer by your not 
having any immediate answer. 

7. You should live suitably to your prayers; and 
let every one see that you are the better for them. 
** If I regard iniquity in ray heart, (says the 
« Psajmist,) the Lord will not hear me.'* (Psabn 
Ixvi. 18.) " He that turneth away his ear from 

* God is alike both good imd wise, 
In what he grants and what denies. 
Perhaps what goodness gives to-day. 
To-morrow goodness takes away* 
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^ hearing the law, says Solomon, even his prayer 
** shall be an abomination." (Ptoy. xxviii. 9.) 

8. You will deceive yourselfif you imagine that 
any thing but an increase of holiness will effectu- 
ally prove, that you have been with God in daily 
prayer. 

9. You should consider, that one great use of 
prayer is to produce in you a disposition to 
receive God's grace; to exercise your depend- 
ence on God through a Redeemer; to increase 
your desires after the things for which you ask ; 
and to make yon sensible of your wants, that you 
may never cease praying for relief till you have ob- 
tained it. Alas ! for them, who have no hope in 
God ; no access to a throne of grace ; no sure pro- 
mise, on which to rest in time of trouble* 

10. Remember, that, when once the means of 
religion are discarded, the principles of it will be 
of no longer continuance; and thatj when once 
you cease to attend the worship of God^ yon will 
soon also cease to fear and obey him. 

The helps I have here suggested will, I hope, 
contribute to the pleasure of your devotion, and 
make it the instrument of your growth iu grace, 
and fitness for heaven. 

Bishop tVilkms*s seniimenU en prayer. 

The great and good Bishop Wilkins has ob- 
served in his treatis^ entitled The Gift ofPrayer^ 
that " prayer by book floats for the most part too 
* much in generalities, and is not particular enough 
•* for each several occasion." Many however have ' 
not acquired the habit of praying without a form j 
of prayer: they therefore may occasionally add, in i 
any of the forms they may use, a few sentences pe- , 
culiarly suitable to their own circumstances, or 
those of the sick person whom they may visit. I I 
well know plausible objections have been made to { 



161 



forms of prayer : but this I will veotttre to assert, 
(though I admit the justness of the Bishop's re- 
mark,) that it is better to pray by a form than not 
to pray at all ; and that, if it were not for forms of 
prayer, many persons would not pray at all. They 
pray indeed in the words of others, yet they make 
them their own, by thoroughly understanding and 
conaeientioosly using them, as expressing their own 
wants ; and when such forms do not express their 
wants so particularly and fully as they could wish, 
it is much easier tor them to add a tew sentences, 
expressive of these wants, than to frame whole 
prayers : though even this may be done in time, 
after they have been accustomed to add some oc- 
casional sentences. 

1 4(hall conclude the whole of this tenth secticm 
with some important resolutions : but I would pre* 
viously observe, that if a principle of faith in 
Christ, productive of love to God and delight in 
all his will, be wantuig in any man, such a mrtn's 
prayers and religion, till this be added, ai^e vain. 
Were we to look on a corpse which was not torn 
in pieces, nor any ways disfigured^ and to say. 
Here i^the entire body of a man : here are hands, 
feet, eyes, ears, and lips I what can be wanting ? 
It may be answered, The soul is wanting, which 
should give life to all ; and for want of which even 
these members, complete as they may seem, will 
soon moulder into dust. Depend on it, religion i* 
nei^er sincere till it be<?omes a pleasure. To en- 
deavour to compound for as little of it as possibi*, 
is a Sute proof of iin insincere heart. He who 
thinks himself a Christian, and yet is afraid of going 
too fat* in religion, i& a stranget to the first priJici- 
pted of it. There may indded, and there ought %9 
he a cMtion against the oxtt^c^nes of entbuidasm 
ttHd-df superstition^ btitthedeAr^n<^treligloift5 ^^ 
I nmu. repeat it again, tbaXf^t aliy one to guard 
against the most eminent hc%bt* aJid attainments 

p3 



\ 



164 

iltnd hope. May my worship be acceptable to thee^ 
my God, comfortaole to myself render me patient 
under every trial, exemplary to all about me, and 
fitter for thy kiogdora of glory, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A concluding prayer, which may be used occasionally after 

tmy other. 

Vouchsafe, O Lord, to answer the petitions I 
hare new presented, in the time and manner as 
may' best promote thy glory and my own final 
good. Pardon the imperfection of my devotions, 
and help mine infirmities. Keep me through the 
remiunder of my uncertain life in thy faith, fear, 
and love; and in every day may the first and last 
of my thoughts be of thee my God. I commit 
myself this day [or night] to thy protection and 
blessing. M^ay I ever retain a grateful sense of the 
privilege of making my requests known unto thee 
(unworthy as I am) through the mediation of Jesus 
Christ, thy Son and our Lord. Amen. 

J prayer for the blessing of God on the endeavours of a 
minister or others to assist the sick, which may be used 
just before such an intended visit. 

.Make me, O Lord, ever ready Co do to others 
whatsoever, in like circumstances, I should wish 
them to do to me ; particularly to visit me in my 
sickness, and assist me under it by their spiritual 
advice. May X now be enabled so to qpreak to him, 
with whom I am going to converse, as to excite in 
him " repentance towards God, and faith towards 
^^ our Lord Jesus Christ.'* Give me a considerate 
mind to w^h what is fit to be said, and make me 
wise and serious, pious and charitable in what I 
speak, that it may be edifying, and give no just 
ciause of o^ttce. How shall I so sipply myielf, as 
to be useful to him ? Lord, direct me ! Assist, and 
bless me in the noeans and endeavours I shall use 
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to attain this desirable erfd. Open thou, O Lord, 
hig eyes, soften his heart, stren^hen his weakness, 
restore him to health, i^d give him growth in 
grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

-i prayer for God's acceptance of the prayers which may 
be offered up for the sick by a minister, or others. 

From Dr. DodwelL 

vf LORD, we address thee, in pursuance of thine 
own gracious permission and command^ in behalf 
of this our afflicted brother. We are truly sen- 
sible of our unwortbiness to ask any thing for our- 
selves, and- presume to no, merit in recommending 
a sinner, like ourselves, to thy mercy. , But thy 
direction is, that ** we should pray for th^ side 
" members of thy church," (James v. 14.) xmd 
*^ mourn with them that mourn." (Roip. xii. 15.) 
In dischargethereforeof our dutvto thee, in a just 
compassion to bis stifferiogs, and under a sense of 
our own perilous and imcertain state of life, we 
implore thy mercy and. relief for this .suffering par- 
taker of our nature, and our, religion. We dedre 
to pray for him, and for ourselves ; for whether in 
sickness or in health, we all stand in need of thy 
protection and grace. Continue us in a sound 
state of mind and body, or restore us to it ; and 
may it be our constant and sincere desire to serve 
thee with all our faculties. Confirm us in the 
Christian faith, and Christian practice. Pardon 
our sins, that we may become acceptable petitioners 
to thee. Hear and accept the petitions, which we 
now offer in his favour, for the sake, and through 
the merits, of our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

A morning prayer, which may be used by the sick, or others. 

Car\fession qfsiriy andl \J LORD, my God and 

petition for pardon, y Father^t I come before thy 

presence this morning to adore thy majesty ; to 
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confess with the deepest humUitv my sins of omis- 
sion and commissioD, which hare been innuiaerabie ; 
and to implore the pardon of them in the name of 
thy Son Jesus Christ. 

T^anksgtvins.'] I thank thee for every blessing 
which through liim I enjoy ; particularly for bring- 
ing me in safety to the beginning of this day. I 
thank thee that I am disposed (as I humbly hope 
I am) to employ the same in thy service ; and to 
have a sinffle eye to thy glory in all my thoughts, 
words, and actions. 

Far assistance,'] For this end vouchsafe me the 
aid of thy Holy Sphrit, that by his saving light 
the dacrkness of my tnind may be disperse^ «^ my 
*• inner man renewed day by day," my enl pas- 
sions subdued, and that in all things I may live 
iMM; unto myself*) but ttnto thee. Increase my 
faith ; cotifirm my hope; excite my love ; and im- 

Siess on my mind a zeal to promote thy cause in 
e world. 

Far Oodti Messing and ptaiecHan.'] Blessr me in 
All my lawful undertakings ; and grant, that amidst 
all my concerns in this present life, I mav never 
lose »ght of that which is to come. Be daao the 
Protector of my body, and the OnMe of my soul 
Strengthen me against all temptations of the world, 
and <^ the wiles of the Devil,"^ and defend me from 
eveiy kind of danger. " Put on toe thy whole 
^ armour, and maKe me more than conqueror, 
^ through him who hath loved me, and given him- 
^* self for m^/' 

Intercession.'] Have compassion on all who are 
In trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other ad- 
versity ; and succoar them according to their va- 
rious wants. Shed the graces of thy Spirit on me, 
my relations, friends, and all my fellow-creatures; 
particnUrly on thefiitberless, the widows, and those 
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who have remembered me in their prayers, or have 
desired to be remembered in mine. Enable me and 
Ihem to be " faithful unto death/' and dien bestow 
on us that crown of life, which is promised to all 
true believers by our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ* 

In whose endearing name and comprehensive 
words I further pray to thee in behalf of myself 
ind «H my fellow-creatnres. 

THE LORD'S PRAYER^ 

Which may be used occamnally, either with or without the 
petitions between the crotchets. 

Our Father, nvhich art in heaven^ 

[I bow down before thine awful presence, O ^ 
Lord God Almighty; with the profoundest vene- 
ration, yet I am encouraged to approach thee with 
it filial confidence, as my heavenly Father ; and I 
humbly hope, that I am (as it is my earnest desire 
that I may be) reconciled to thee by thy Son Jesu^ 
Christ; and that thou wilt not impute my tres- 
passes .unto me. 2 Cor. v. 19.] 

Hallowed be thy name. 

[Sanctified, reverenced, adored, and glorified by 
me and all mankind, in thought, word, and deedi] 

Thy kingdom come; 
[and spread wider and wider till it be extended 
over the whole earth. May thy kingdom of grace 
be established in mine heart here, and liiy kingdom 
of glory be my portion hereafter.] 

Thy mil be dane, in earthy as it is in heaven; 
[particularly in me passively, and by me actively. 
May I know thy will, obey and submit to it]* 

■ * 

• The three first pctitioiis in the Lead's Frayv v^ate to Cod 3 
and the substance of them is, that he may be glorified. The three 
last petitions relate to oumelivcB ; «nd the -suhfteiiee ut them is, 
that our wants, both temporal and spiritual, wuqr he MippJied. 
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Give us Ai$ day our daify bread. 
[Make me truly thankful for it, and mindful of the 
wants and sufierings of others.] 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive them 
that trespass against us. 
[Enable me, O Lord, to forgive others, as thoi 
hast made this the condition of thy forgiveness oi 
me. O forgive the sins of my childhood, of mj 
youth, of my riper years, the sin against*——) 
and the '' sins which most easily beset me ;" es^ 
cially those of which my conscience is most afraid, 
and on which I shall for ever reflect with deep hu- 
miliation, and penitential sorrow.] 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

foom evil. 
[Preserve me, O Lord, from temptation, that I may 
not be exposed to it; or preserve me in it, that I 
mav not be overcome by it : and deliver me from 
evil of every kind ; especially the evil of sin and 
pain.] 

For thine is the kingdom, 
[f«The Lord God omnipotent reigneth/' (Rey. 
xix. 6.) May I be a most grateful subject of his 
kingdom here, be daily preparing for a residence 
in it hereafter ; and depart in a good hope through 
grace. (2 Thess. ii. 16.)] 

And the power, 
[May I trust in this power to supply all my wants, 
(spiritual and temporal) so far as may finally be 
best for me ; and may I be supported by it in lift 
and in death.] 

And the glory, for ever and ever, 
[The glory of creation, providence, redemptioi)^ 
and.ofall thine attributes. May it be my constanl 
endeavour to magnify thee in all these respectSi 
and to cause others to do likewise; and do thouj 
O Lord, bless all such endeavours !] 

* As, for instance, against my parents, my children, husbaiuli a 
vf^ife, &c. which may here be named. 
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Amen. 

[So may it be ! I most sincerely and earnestly de- 
sire, that thou, O my God, mayest be glorified; 
and that my petitions for the welfare of myself and 
my fellow-creatures may be heard and accepted, 
through the mediation of, Jei^us Christ. May I 
thereior^ rise from my knees comforted, ajjd re- 
joicing in hope.] 

N. B. It will he very proper and beneficial to finish our 
devotions with these important words of the Apostle, 
(^ Cor. xiii. 14.) as they contain a summary of all the 
inestimable blessings which we have been imploring, and 
of all which constitutes the happiness of a Christian, 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit, be with me (and with all whom it is my 
duty to remember in my prayers) this day [or 
night] and for evermore. Amen, 

(X^* How revivhig the consideration, that sinpers 
may approach the throne of grace in the naipe pf 
Christ, hoping for mercy ! How animating the 
thought, that " Christ is the same yesterday, tp- 
" day, and for ever ;" (Heb. xiii. 8,) »nd that his 
power and grace are the same to me, as they were 
to uiy forefathers, and will be the same to my chil- 
dren : for, as it was in the beginningy is m/w, arid 
ever shall be, world without end. 

An evening prayer, which may be used by the sick, or others. 

Thanksgiving. M LORDj our heavenly Father, I, 
a polluted miserable sinner, bow down before thy 
sovereign Majesty to bless thy holy name, and U 
thank thee for all thy mercies; particularly for 
having preserved me this day from those dangers^ 
to which the weakness of human nature is liable ; 
and for not h^ing dealt with me according to pny 
deserts. 
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Confession andpeti^nfor pardonJ] Most merci- 
fal God^ pardon, I beseech thee, for thy Son Jesus 
Christ's sake, all the sins which I h^ve committed 
this day, or at any other time before ; and enable 
me to believe in him to the salvation of my souL 

For assistance,'] Grant me the aid of thy Holj 
Spirit, that for the time to come I may not offend 
thee as I have done, but may walk before thee id 
holiness and righteousness all the days of my life. 

Far rest and protection.'] Protect me during this 
night; give me such moderate rest, as may refresh 
my frail and wearied body. When I lie down may 
I have a comfortable sense of thy peace in my con- 
science : enable me to commit myself, and all that 
I am and have, into the hands of thy gracious pro- 
vidence ; and may I ^* cast all my care upon thee, 
*^ believing that thou carest for me." ( I Pet. v. 7.) 

For an easi^ and happt/ death,"] Above all do thou 
fit and prepare mc for my last great change ; and 
remove from me the slavish fear of it. Whenever 
death shall come, may I be found watching ; and 
may I know and rejoice that his sting is taken out 
by Jesus Christ ; that so I may meet him not as a 
king of teri'ors, but as a messenger of peace. 

For ajhvourable kearivg.] Hear, O Lord, hear 
me, and answer these my humble petitions, for thy 
mercv*s sake, in and through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord; 

In whose prevailing name and expressive words 
I further call upon thee : Our Father, &c. See 
p. 167^ 

' May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, &c. 
Seep. 169. 

A Ptaifer to he used by one who is sick, morning and 
. . . ^ening. 

Adoration.] O LORD God Almighty, I am fear- 
fully and wonderfully made, and afi my powers of 
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body and mind were produced and are supported 
by thee. *' Thou wbundest^ and makest whole." 

Confession and petition for pardon.'] I humbly 
own and reverence thy hand in my present afflic- 
tion. I acknowledge thsi. thou art righteous in all 
that befals me ; for I have sinned, and thou chast* 
enest me less than mine iniquities deserve. In 
punishment thou shewest mercy, continuest to me 
many comforts^ and givest me hope of that pardon^ 
which I so much want, and at this time earnestly 
implore. 

JPetidon for improvemerU of sickness.] I desire 
to search and try my ways^ and turn unto the 
Lord with deep humility, sincere repentance, and 
a lively faith in the great Redeemer ; and may the 
fruit of this and ev^ry affliction be, to take away 
sin^ and make my heart better. 

For the restoration of health.'] I beseech thee, 
O Lord, to direct me to means for the removal of 
my disorder, and for the establishment of my 
health, and render those means beneficial to me; 
that I may be yet capable of glorifying thee in my 
station, and relations, and, by further services for 
thee on earth, be fitter for immortality. 

For a right temper of mind,] Support me, gra- 
cious God, that " my soul may not be cs>st dowp^ 
^* and disquieted withinme." Assist me to cherish 
penitent, believing, serious thoughts and aife^ 
tions. Grant me such resign^ticjn |o thy wM, slich 
patience and meekness towards men, as my divine 
Master requireth, and as he himself manifested, 
whilst he was a sufferer on earth. May I learn 
from what I now feel to pity all who are sick, te 
pain, or otherwise afflicted, and do all in my poWer 
to assist and relieve theita. 

\ For preparationjbr death.] If by this affliction 
thou intendest to bring me down to the grave, pre- 
pare me by thy grace for my removal hence, and 
an entrance on the unseen, eternal state; and may 
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ftll the sufferings of tbe present life be the means 
appointed to procure me a crown of glorv ^ which 
is weighty, inconceivably valuable, and eternal. 
See 2 Cor. iv. \1. y 



For the morning* 
[I bless thee, O Lord, 
that thou art giving me 
another day. Grant me 
such measures of ease 
and comfort, that I may 
improve it diligently by 
conversing witli thee, 
and my own heart, in 
meditation and prayer, 
and be capable of enjoy- 
ing the blessings, which 
thou art pleased still to 
gKant me.] 



For the evening. 
[I thank thee, O Lord, 
for any degree of ease 
and comfort which I 
have this day enjoyed. 
Grant me this ni^t 
such refreshing rest» that 
I may be better able to 
discharge the duties and 
bear the burdens of an- 
other day, if thou shalt 
be pleased to add another 
day to my life* If my 
eyes should be kept wak- 
ing, may my meditations . 
on thee (Be comfortable 
and useful to mS K^ ^*t'^ 

Most gracious God, a<nd heavenly Father, have 
compassion on what I now endure, my great weak- 
ness and frequent pain, and hear my imperfect pe- 
titions, through our Lord Jesus Christ, who was 
once '* a man of sorrow," and is still " touched 
" with the feeling of our infirniities ;" to whom, as 
pur merciful High Priest; be glory for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

% 

9 * 

^ . The Lord's Prayer scripturally illustrated. 

Our Father, (Isai. Ixiii. 16.) 
[By right of creation. Mai. ii. 10. 
By bountiful provision. Ps. cxl v. 1 6. 
By gracious adoption. Ephes. i. 5.] 

Which art in heaveuy (1 Kings viii. 4S.) 
[The thrcpe of thy glory. Isai. Ixvi, 1 . 



The portion of tliy children. 1 Peter L 4. 
The temple of thy angeU. Isai. vi- 1 .] , 

Halhmed be thy name. (Ps. cxv. U) 
[By the thoughts of my heart. Ps. Ixxxvi. 1 1. 
By the w(n*ds of my Hps. Ps. li. 15. 
By the work of my hands. 1 Cor. x. 31.] 

Thy kingdom come ; (Ps. ex. 2.) 
[Of providence to defend me. Ps. xvii. 8. 
Of grace to refine me. 1 Thess. v. 93. 
Of glory to crown me. C6I. iii. 4.] 

Thy nioill he done^ in earthy as'it is in heaven, 

(Acts xxi. I*.) 
[Towards me without resistance. I Sam. iii. 18. 
By nie without compulsion. Ps. cxix. 36. 
Universally without exception* Luke i. 6. 
Eternally without declension. Ps. cxix. 93.] 

Give us this day our daily breads (Matt. vi. 11.)" 
\Tbe things necessary for my bo4y. Prov. xxx. 8. 
The things necessary for the eternal life.pf ;ay 
. soul. John vi. 34.] . 

And forgive us our trespasses^ (Ps. xxv. .11.)' 
[Against the commands of thy Law. i John iii.' 4. 
Against the grace of th^ Gospel. 1 Tim. i.. 130 

As we forgive them that tresspass against us, 

(Matt. vi. 15.) 
[By de£aming our characters. Matt. v. li. 
By ei4bezzling our property. Philem. verse 16. 
^ ^busing our persons. Act^ vii. 60.] 

Jnd leadm not into tcmptaiioni but deliver us from 

€viL (Matt. xxvi. 41.) 
[Of overwhelming affliction. Ps, cxxx. 1. 
Of worldly enticements. 1 John ii, 15. 
Of Satan's devices. 1 Tim. iii. 7. ^ 
Of seduction of errors. I Tim. vi, 10. 
Of sinful affections. Roni. if 26.] 
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For thine is the kingdom^ and the pawerj and the 

dory^for ever. (Jude, verse 25.) 
[Thy kmgdoin governs all. Ps. ciii. li^. 
Thy power subdues all. Phil. iii. 21. 
Thy glory is above all. Ps. cxlviii. 13.] 

Amen* (Ephes. i. 11.) 
[As it is in thy purposes. Isai. xiv. 97* 
So it is in thy promises. 2 Cor. i. 20. 
So be it in our prayers. Rev. xxii. 20. 
So it shall be to thy praise. Rev. xix. 4.] 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, &c. 
See page ] 69. 

Various Thanksgivings, Confessions, and Petitions, imk' 
pendent on each other, which may be used separately, h^ 
the addition of Amen to each; or they may be used 
unitedly as one prayer, &therfor morning or evening, 
or both. 

Tkanksgiving.] I THANK ihee, O Lord, for thy 
protection of me the past day (or the past night); 
for thy preservation of me from fire, tempest, rob- 
bery, pain, sickness, or any other calamity. I thank 
thee, for being the hearer of prayer, and for the 
grace thou hast given me now to pray to thee. 

I thank thee, O Lord, for my beef, for refresh- 
ing sleep, [or support under a wearisome night,] 
for the addition or another day, and for thy many, 
great, and undeserved mercies, temporal and spi- 
ritual ; particularly for ray recovery from leveral 
dangerous illnesses, [instances of which may be 
here mentioned,] and for many wonderful interpo- 
sitions of Providence in my favour. 

I thank thee, O Lord, for food, i:aime;nt, friends, 
[servants, a sufficient income, and a commodioas 
habitation, if this should be the case,] for light, air, 
fire, and water, and for any opportunity or capa- 
city of doing ot receiving good. 
' But above all, O Lord, I thank thee for the re^ 
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demption of the world by our Lord Jesus Cbristi 
for the means of grace, and the hope of glory. 

Qmfession.2 I penitentlyflonfess and deeply la- 
ment the sins I have comniitted, and the duties I 
have omitted. I confess, that I am guilty of many 
heinous aggravated provocations, and have made 
very ungrateful returns to thee, my Creator, Pre- 
server, and Benefactor, for the daily.benefits Ihave 
received at thy hands. God be merciful to me a 
poor sinner, who now earnestly implores thy for- 
giveness. 

Repentance.*] Give me, O Lord, that true rc-r 
pentance, which thou hast promised to accept 
through the merits and mediation of thy Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord. This is the only remedy against 
the things past, which I cannot recall, and of which 
I am now ashamed. O that the power of sin 
was subdued in me, and the guilt of sin removed 
from ihei 

Pleading,'] I would now, and in every time of 
need, be looking up to thee, my God, and plead 
the intercession of Christ, that I may obtain mercy 
as a miserable sinner, and grace to help me as a 
needy creature. I would plead, like David, my 
misery and my wants, which are great r [See Ps. 
XXV. 1 1 .3 and I would moreover plead thy pro- 
mises of pardon to all who truly repent, and un- 
feignedly belifeve the Gospel. 

Self-exammatim.] May no day pass without 
examining in the evening how I have ffdverned my- 
thoughts, as well as my words and actions ! Whe- 
ther I have' been looking forvirards to death iaind 
eternity! Whether I have done to others (a 
most important question) as I would they should 
in like cn*cumstances do to me ! Am I continually 
endeavouring to inculcate on the minds of my 
fellow-creatures this golden rule ! How far have 
I done or left undone any of the principal duties 
I owe to God, my neighbour, and. myself! And 
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miticQliirly hp^ Y^P ^7 «j^r^ ^^votions per 
rovmed lliis tnoming I 

Md of ihe Spirit^ Enlighten me, O Lord, b; 
4iy word, quicken and sanptify mc by thy SDirit 
and (ussist me to be and to do what thou wouldes 
hiive nie to be and to do«i ; 

O thou God of hope, fill me with all joy anc 
p?ace in believing, that I may abound in nope 
through the power of the Holy Ghost. (Rom. xv 

May I grow in grace, and in the knowledge 
[and love] of our Lord and Saviour Jeaus Christ 
(SPet. iii. 18.) 

*^ May I be a blessing;" (Gen. xii. %) he blessed 
)>y diee^ O God; and so be /i blessii^ to others, 
f^ecially in spiritual things. 
- May 1 be enabled to keep every good resolution 
\ make, by the powerful and promised aid of the 
Holy Spirit, which is eoually as necessary for the 
daily support of my soul, as bread is for the daily 
support of my body. (Luke xi. IS.) 

Importa^ petitions.'] 1. A|ay I set thee^ 
JLord, always before me; (Ps. xvL 8.) and endea- 
vour to think, speak, and act as in thy sight; for 
*} thou, God, seest me." (Gen. xvi. 13.) 

9. Strengthen my faith in thy promises,^ O Lord, 
that I may oe comforted in the thought, that thou 
art my God, my Father, and my Friend, ever pre- 
sent; able, and willing to help me ; to hear my pe- 
.titicms, and to answer them in the time and manner 
thqu knowest to be really best for my final good. 

3. Intercede for me, O Lord Christ, as thou 

didst for Peter, that my faith fail not ; qppeciallyj 

in the hour of death; (Luke xxii. 39.) I 

. *• May I be supported in life, and in death, hyj 

a coinforta)}le sense of pardon; by an increaBit^il 

• ' , ( . , " 

• I have destroyed ittyself, may cvely sinner well uj, bu^ ^ 
aim On CEhrisi) » ny td^ . • Uocna zm. i9. 
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faith in Christ, and Jbv a weltfounded hope of 
glory ! (Col. i. 27.) 

5. Mv wiints are daily retupiing, I would there- \ 
fore daily apply to thee, my God, for relief; happy ^ 
and grateful that I am permitted to do it, and 
assured that I shall not seek thy face in vain. 

6. I want, O Lord, thy power lo continue me 
in life, and preserve my faculties; I want thy 
wisdom to direct my paths; (Prov. xi. 5.) Iwant 
thy goodness to supply my necessities, temporal 
and spiritual ; I want thy mercy to pardon my in- 
numerable sins; and I want thy grace to assist me 
in the discharge of every duty. 

7. O remember not against me my former 
transgressions.- Enter not into judgment with md 
according to the desert of my sins, but according 
toothy mercy remember thou me, for thy goodness, 
sake,X> Lord. (Ps. xxv. 7.) 

8. Blot out all my transgressions as a cloudy 
which is dispersed by the sun and wind, (Isaiah 
xliii. 55.) and justify me freely by thjr grac^ 
through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus. 
(Rom. iii. 24.) 

9. May I for the futtire keep my heart with 
ntore diligence : and so live and walk by faith, that 
njy whole temper and conduct may be suited to 
njy high and heavenly hopes, and to the great and 
glorious things I have in view. May these things 
he my delight; and do thou, O God, work in me 
by thy grace, with me by thy blessing, and by me 
as an instrument 

10. Give me, O Lord, more grace, more faith, 
Jnore love, more zeal for thy glory, and the good 
of my fellow-creatures. May I be daily more and 
taore acquainted with thee, my God, and be at 
peaces that thereby good may come unto me, (Job 
xxii. 21.) and that so I may obtain that solid 
peace, which the world can neither give, nor take 
away. 
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11. May I consider my daily devotion as the 
most delightful as well as the most needful part oi 
my daily business, and the privilege of prayer as 
my greatest comfort. 

19. Enable me, O Lord, to ^^ continue in prayer, 
*^ and watch in the same with thanksgiving ;^ (Col 
iv. i.) watch especially against a formal mannei 
of prayer, or an unjustifiaDle omission of it. 

13. May I watdi and pray, as my Lord anc 
Master ha& enjoined me, that 1 enter not into tempt 
ation of any kind; and particularly that I ma^ 
never be tempted to leave oif prayer ; but that J 
may so pray, as to pray Christianity into my heart 

14. May I delight in the law ot the Lord, and 
meditate in it day and ni^ht (Ps. i. 2.) 

15. *^ Let the words or my mouthy and the me- 
'< ditation of my heart, be acceptable in thy sighti 
** O Lord, my strength^ and my redeemcy." (Ps< 
xix. 14.) 

16. May I carry the thought of death with mc 
(especially as I may possibly oie this year) where* 
ever I go. May I carry it into my doseii, into mj 
family, into my business, and into the iiouse ol 
God ; and endeavour to hear, pray, and receivi 
the Lord's supper, as a dyinff creature/ May 1 
encouraffe this thought when 1 lie down at night 
i^id aw^Le in the morning. May I liver in the 
constant practice of thi3, lest that day come upon 
me unawares ; (Luke xxi. 34.) and may Gpd b^ 
mj helper ! . 

17. Enable me, O Lord, to discern the true 
stf^te of my soul. Prepare me to meet thee, m; 
God. (Amos iv. 12.) ijlemove from me the slavish 
^*ear of death ; and so strengthen me and dispose 
my heart, that I may die glorifying thee, and be- 
nefiting those who may then be about me. 

18. May my soul be nourished by those truths, 
which I have comnfiitted to memory, or to writing* 

19. i beseech thee to hear me, good Lord, to 
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forgive the iniquities (or imperfections) of my holy 
things^ (Exod. xxviii. 38.) and finally to receive 
me into thine heavenly kingdom, through the me- 
rits and mediation of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

A short prayer to he used bif one who is sick, for a blessing 
on the medicines he is taking*, 

O LORD, as my help und trust are in thee, and 
as without thee all man's endeavours are vairi^ gfve ^ 
thy blefesirtff to this medicine, dnd all the other 
means which I am now using for ray ^ase and re- 
covery ; and (if it be thy blessed will) make wfrstt- ' 
ever I take or do so essential for that end, tliat I 
may live, be am instrument of thy glory, and better 
prepared,. than I now am^ for the coming of iny 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

A night prayer to be committed to^nemory, and n$ed^by the 
sick (or others) who are apt to continue long awake. 

Great God, "the darkness hideth not frooi 
" thee, but the night shineth as |he day/' "Thou 
" art about my piith, and my bed, ^nd arjt ac- 
*^ quainted with all my ways and thoughts." Ps» 
cxxxix. 2, 3. 

When thou keepest mine ^yes waking, I desire 
to lift t)iem up to thee, t,he Father gf li^t; to rer 
member thee cfn my bed, and to meditate on thee 
in the night-watches. I beseech thei^ to inake thy 
face shine on thy servant, to gild the present dark 

... ' • » » 

* It; is said of A^a^ kingaf Judah, « thatinhisdiseasQliejBKNl^ 
*' not the Lordj but the physicians only ^" 2 Chiron, xvi. 1^« He is 
not censured for having^ riecoorse to the skill of pliysiciaits; Init for 
pladng his sole dependence on them, whom he should 'have codai. 
dered as instruments in God's hands, who alone can give aioceas 
to any means employed for a recovery of the sick. This prayer 
therefore is of great importance, and any minister, or others, who 
attend a sick person, should exhort him to a oonsdentious obeenr- 
ance of it : especiaUy in these degenerate times, when, alas f it is 
so much neglected. 
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scene, to compose my mind, and to banish every 
fear from it : and may ** my thoughts and reflec- 
'^ tions on myself instruct me in the night season,"| 
when others are asleep. 

I desire to recollect and acknowledge thy con- 
stant care and goodness to me by day and night. 
I would commune with my own heart on my bed, 
and renew my sincere repentanc^for all my sins; 
for which I might justly have been banished to 
eternal darkness and misery. 

I desire to look unto Jesus, the Sun of righte^ 
ousness, who endured the cross for my sake, and 
trust in him, who is able to save to the uttermost. 
I solemnly give up myself to thy service and dis- 
posal, and desire humbly to acquiesce in every 
painful and disagreeable circumstance. I lift up 
my heart in grateful acknowledgment for all thy 
patience with me, and goodness to nie. 

Support me, gracious Father, under every bur- 
den and infirmity : when I walk in darkness, be 
thou a light about me : animate and comfort me 
with the views of that better world, where there la 
no light or darkness, but ^^ the Lord shall be an 
" everlasting light to his faithful servants, and the 
" days of their mourning shall be ended." Isaiah 
\jL. 20. 

And O that I may learn from my own feel" 
ings how to pity the sick and afflicted ; those who 
have painful days and sleepless nights ; those whos< 
age and infirmities cause their days and nights tc 
pass heavily on ; and those who are under any kind 
of distress or trial : and may all the sufferings o{ 
the present life work out for them, and for me\ 
the most solid, substantial, and lasting happinessj 
through Jesus Christ our Jliord and only Savioun 
Amen, 
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I^ht meditations for those who ntay then continue lorig 

awake, 

tcy As wearisome nights are appointed to 
many, (Job vii. 4.) especially in sickness, they 
may profitably and comfortably beguile the tedious 
hours, like David, who, during the darkness and 
silence of the night, was frequently employed in 
devoot meditation, and in communing witn God 
and his own heart. [See Ps. iv. 4. xvi. 7- Ixiii. 6. 
cxix. 55.] The proper subject^ of nocturnal me* 
ditation, which present to those who have been 
accustomed to it, are innumerable. But as many 
are incapable of suggesting to themselves suitable 
materials for so important a purpose, the following 
meditations may be acceptable and useful, if they 
wish to employ their night thoughts religiously, 
when they cannot compose themsdves to Bleep. 

1^ iMeditcttion when laid datsm in bed. Creating 
darictiess, and forming light, are the efiects of 
God's power and goodness. The sable x;urtains 
of the night are now drawn ; and nature seems 
hushed in silence, whilst many retire from labour 
to sleep. Often have I experienced this blessing. 
I have laid down in safety, slept, awaked, and be- 
held the li^ht of die morning, for God has pre* 
seized me. But, because I havfe frequently been 
indulged with this blessing, shall I conclude this 
succession of the morning to the night will always 
continue ? This night may possibly {though not 
very probably) be my last : I may never o^old 
another morning : I may open my eyes in a world 
of endless day, or of perpetual night. What is 
my true stated Am I a Christian indeed ? Grant, 
O Lord, that, if I awake no more in this world, I 
may awak^ in thy likeness, an^ be for ever with 
thee! 

^. Medttatioh on wdktng &ui of sleep. Sleep is 
undoubtedfy a blessing. The senses seem over- 
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wlidmed, and the powers of reason suapendeiL -l 
am like one raised from a state of death, f * Each 
** night we die, each morn are bom anew." Death 
therefore is justly compared to sleep. Blessed 
ure they who ^leep in Jesus. (1 Thess, iv, 14.) I 
saw behold the morning lig^^t. What are the 
duties which 1 should (if able) attend this day? 
The business of the world calls for my attendance. 
TAwi is formed for action. Oii,r first parents in 
Paradise were placed there not to live in idleness, 
but to cultivate that beautiful garden, in which 
tb^y resided. May I then attend with cheerfulness 
ana diligence to the business of the advancinf^ day. 
May God amidst all the dangers of it defend me; 
may integrity and uprightness preserve me ; and 
may I) whilst I am diligent in business, be fervtot 
in ^>irit, serving the Lord, 

r '3* Meditation on waking in pain or sickness^ 
Hpw uncertain is tins world, and all the enjoy- 
ments of it 1 I laid rnyself down to rest free from 
pain or sickness. But how different is it with me 
DOW I awake ! I am now exercised with g^eat 
paid. Think, O my soul, of that dreadful state, 
in which ail they will be, who from the sleep of 
death shall awake in pain intolerable and endless ! 
What are the pahis (or sickness) I now feel, com- 
pfired with my deserts i Let me think on the rea^ 
^on I have for patience and submission to the will 
of God. ^' Shall a living man complain, a man 
'* for the punishment of his sins ?" (Lam. iii. 39.) 
What are these pains, compared with what 1 might 
^1 1 What are these pains, compared with what 
will be felt by all who live find die under the 
power and guilt of sin 1 Grant, O Lord, that the 
pain which I now feel may be removed; btjt if it 
be thy pleasure that it should continiie, may I 
bear it with patience, and may it be the means of 
pr^piuring me for that world of happineBs^ vfhere 
th^;e i% no sjck^ssj i^or pain, np sin, nor sorrow, 
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but peffect holiness and iminterrapt^ bAppf- 
ness. 

4. Meditation in the darkness of the nigki. 
What darkness now suirounds me ! No object k 
visible. How gloomy ! how dismal the scene t 
This seems a resemblance of the state of the world 
as siimers against God. Affliction and distress are 
the cofisequenceS of sin. Without the light of the 
GoB^l men live in darkness, and see not the way 
which leads to happiness. They seek for it in thie 
things of the world, but seek for it in vain. Un- 
happy the state of those, who are tbns improperly 
seeing rest, but find none : there is no rest for 
tlie sotrl but in Odd, whose favour is the chief 
gbofd, for in hh favour there is life. IMhapp^ 
l^hel^o^e must be the state bf those who are e»^ 
ployed in wofks of darkness! " They live with- 

M- o^t God in €he world :" they have no pleasing. 

\r€»{i!ects beyond this world: darkness, eterim 
dafiite^ is before them. The Irfj^ht of the actuAi 
mm, which dispels the dttrk^ess of the nighty atfid 
brings the light of day, is a blessing to &e world: 
but O how grelit the blessing of the light of the 
G^oi^peY, which discovers to ns the nfattire of tolva^ 
tion^ and the ^Sf ifi whfch it may be obtsdned^ 
Qfcatitj O Lord, that whilst I enjoy this light, l' 
may imptove it to thy glory, to my own advstn^ 
tage, and .be at length received into the world of 
endless light and joy, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

5. MeditatiM' in A stormy night. The win^d 
blows, the rain descends, or lightnings flash, and 
peals of thunder roll. How greatly am I favoured 
by Providence, that 1 have an habitation, in which 
I find a shelter from this storm, whilst many of my 
fellow-creatures (some of them much better thflfR 
myself } are exposed to the incfemency of rt. It ift 
said of Christ hi prophecy, ti^t << He shdll \» m 
^« Mdinfg-pbee £N>m the ivind> and a eovert fram tlie 
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** tempest" (Isai. xsadi. 2.) How important is 
real religion ! The time draws near, when God 
will come with darknef^s, blackness, and an horrible 
tiempest, and when fire and brimstone shall be 
rained dowq on all who disobey God, and make 
light of the Gospel. How terrible that day ! May 
•I now be found walking in the ways prescribed by 
Christ I May I be really united to him, as a liiring 
branch in the vine ! and may I be found in him 
at death. In him only there is any shelter from 
the storms of divine vengeance, which will fall on 
a guilty workl. 

6. Meditation on the shortness ^Itfe. Life, how 
short I It is but a span ; and like the flower of the 
field, which soon fades away;, or like a fleeting 
shadow. Yet what folly is there in the heart of 
man ! How they presume on long life, and are 
pleased with anticipating the pleasures of it, or ai|^ 
distressed with the anticipation of the troubles dr 
it. But how amazinff is it^ that, though life is so 
short, men should take so much pains to make it 
shorter ! Great numbers shake the glass of life, c^ 
if its sands were not falling fast enough. Ls not 
this the case with every one who is intemperate, 
and with those who follow the lusts of the flesh? 
' Unhappy are all such«. They are to appearance 
built for fourscore or an hundred years, yet is 
their constitution soon sapped, and they sink by 
their own guilt before the npon of life. 

?. Meditation on the certainty of death. ^^ There 
'^ is a time to be born, and a time to die." (Eqcles. 
iii. 2.) Though I may now be in health, yet I 
know not how soon I may be arrested by sickness, 
and be seized with the panes of death. That awful 
time will surely come. Though death ofiay in my 
own apprehension have been nearer to me than at 
present ; yet in reality I never was so near to death 
as at the present moment. Every beating pulse 
makes the nmnber less. May I re^tli^e this scene^ 
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aiid b^ prqnired for it by djing daily to sin, and 
by living daily to righteousness. Our Lord has 
ivarned us to ^^ take need to ourselves, lest at any 
^^ time our hearts shoukl be overcharged with the 
*< cates of this life, and sd the day come upon ua 
*' unawares." (Luke xxi. 34.) Help me, O Lord, 
to read thy word with diligence and understand- 
ing, so that, when death shall be commissioned tm 
deprive me of life, I may neither be surprised nor 
akurmed, like those who have put this time far 
from them, and paid no attention to a preparation 
for it. 

§• Meditation on the consequence of death. Death 
separates the soul from the body. The body re- 
mains an inactive, lifeless lump of clay ; and, how- 
ever beautiful it once was, it becomes offensive 
even to those to whom it was most dear. They, 
are compelled to say, (as Abraham said of the once 
beautiful Sarah,) *^ Bury the dead out of ray sight.'' 
(Gren. xxiii. 4.) This body of mine, now warm in 
bed, must soon be cold as clay ; laid in the dark 
gxave ; become food for worms ; and moulder into 
its original dust But the sou], the immortal part 
of man, is not destroyed by death. It lives. Who 
can say what scenes will open upon the soul when 
separated from the body ? It lives ; and is suscep- 
tible of joy, or sorrow. Grand aud glorious must 
that day be, when the last trumpet shall sound, 
and the bodies, which have been laid in the grave, 
shall arise, and be re-united to the souls which re- 
sided in them while on earth. 

9. Meditation on the future judgment. The dead 
shall be raised : the whole world shall appear be- 
fore God. What an assembly will this be ! Every 
individual must appear before the jud;;ment-seat 
of Christ. The books shall be opened. Every 
character will then be examined, that ** every man 
" may receive according to that which he hath 
'^ done in' the body, whether it be good or bad.'' 

k3 
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14. Prepare me tor thy whole will coBcernkig 
me. May thy grace be sufficient for me undcir 
erery trial, (« Cor. xii. 9.) 

15. May I always be prepared to die; and may 
my fears of death Ihj daily lessening, and my faith 

• in Christ increasing ! 

IS. Whether I live, may I live unto the Lord; 
or whetlier 1 die, may I die unto the Lord; whe- 
ther therefore I live^ or die, may I be the Lord's. 
(Rom: xiv. 8.) 

ff^ By ejaculatory (or sudden) prayer we offer up short 
petitions on every occasion in the midst of our 
worldly employments, or on our beds ; and this is 
equally as acceptabU in the sight of God, as the 
more enlarged and £lemn manner of prayer^ if of- 
fered up ac(*ording to his will^ and with a believing 
regard to Christ. 

J! prayer to be nsed with one who is sick, at the beginning 
of any $ickne$s, and which may be used also during iU 
continuance. 

From Mr. Kettiewell. 

Almighty and most righteous Lord God, in 
whose hands are the appointments of life and 
death, we humbly beseech thee to give this our 
sick brother grace to consider, that his sickness is 
of thy sending, and to acknowledge the justice as 
'^^•* well as the mercy of thy visitation, and his suffer- 
ings. May he look up to thee for strength to bear, 
and grace to profit by it. It comes, O Lord, as 
punishment for his sins, which is to make him see, 
feel, and avoid them ; as thy medicine to cure his 
spiritual diseases; and as his fiery trial, which is to 

fjrove him, and purge away his dross. Let it not 
ail, O Lord, in answering these gmcious purposes. 
Bring to his mind all such consolations, as may 
revive, succour, and raise him above all discou- 
ragements and fear. Let his thoughts under this 
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visitation be only those of love and thankfulness^ 
of resignation and obedience, of humility and hope 
in thy mercy. Give him, we beseech tRee, a full 
trust in thy most gracious promises, nor let him 
shew my unbecommg behaviour under his afflic- 
tions^^ich would add to his guilt, if he dies, or 
to his remorse and <lisgrace, if he livesO 

Father of mercies, pity this our sick brother, 
and, out of compassion to his weakness, lessen his 
sorrows, and support him under them by thy com- 
forts. Keep him always submissive and devout 
towards thee, and neither impatient or ungrateful 
to those around him. May thy blessing accompany 
all their endeavours for his good, and all the me- 
dicines directed for him. Put an end in due time 
to his disease, [or to bis pain J and eMier restore 
him to his strength, health, ami e^se^jmnting^him 
the mercies of a longer life,'^ else prepare hlnu 
"more immediately) for an happy and comfortable 
^eath : all this we humbly ask in the name and for 
the sake of our Lord Jedus Christ; who died for- 
our sins, and rose again for our justification^ 
Amen. 



A jrrayeT with one who is $ick,for the restoration of hmt 

health, 

O THOU Father of mercies, and God of con<- 
fort, thou art the hope of all who put their trust 
in thee. We are now kneeling before thee to of- 
fer up our humble petitions in behalf of this our 
sick brother. Look down upon him with an eye 
of compassion; be gracious to him according to 
the necessity of his case, and according to the mul- 
titude c^ tliy tender mercies in Christ Jesus. 

We beseech thee^ O Lord, to abate his distem- 
per; to give him ease instead of pain, and relief 
under every cpmptaint. Give skill to the physic 
^\w, »iic<?es8 tQ meani, wd an happy restoration 
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to bis former ease, health, strength, and nse&ihiess 
in life. We woald with thy permission eameady 
pray, that his life and health may be precious in 
thy sight; and that he may vet contintu^ many 

J ears to be a comfort to himself, and to an about 
im ; as also a blessing to mankind. 
O be thoa unto him whatever he wants ! And 
though thou mayest be pleased to take Seom him 
any of his temporal enjoyments, (stfch as health or 
friends,) thou knowest how to torn them to Ms best 
advantage, and so supply the loss of whatever thou 
takest away. Whatever thou deniest, O deny him 
not «n interest in thy favour and love ! Jilt tho± 
his portion Mid inheritance, his Father, bi^ ^Cemal 
Mild uvichangeable Friend, the support of his life^ 
the relief of his soul under all his afflicti<m» and 
troubles with whieh he may meet in this world, 
and his everlasting rest and haippiness in that 
irhkh is to come. 

From alt the viestations of thy providfenee msf 
' we learn the instability of every Worldly erijoytaent 
Mid eonffbn. May we remember, that th€|r wiH 
one day fail us ; that either they must be taken 
away from us, or we must leave them behind us ; 
but that there is notwithstanding a firm foundation 
for hope and comfort to every sincere follower of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Thou hast promised, that 
thou wilt never leave nor forsake those, who in the 
way of duty put their trust and confidence in UH/Be^ 
and thankfully accept jthe gracious terms of thy 
Gospel. We will therefore hope in thy mercy, 
that ** we shall yet pra»e thee in the land of the 
" living 5 for thou art the health of our coante- 
" nance, and our Grod." 

Help us, O Lord, to sit loose to thb world, and 
to the enjoyments of it, and to delight oui^ves 
more in God, and in heavenly things. Let ui^ not 
think oil^selves unhappy whifet We can enjoy thee; 
nor mcttWur or repi&<i at 0tt^hi3^ or uiidar an^ 
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duease^ as long af yre ar6 the objects of thy love^ 
and the care of thy good providence. 

And do thou aive us grace so to live, that we 
tnay comfortably look up to thee at all times, espe- •/ 
cially in a time of sickness^ as our constant Friend, 
and most tender Father, as qur life and health, our 
rest and joy, through Jesus Christy our Lord and 
Saviour. Amen> 



Sprayer mih ^fte who is very UL 

We bo?v down before thee, O Lord of heaven 
and earth, acknowledging that we are but dust, 
and unworthy to speak to thee, either fqr ourselves 
or others. 

Wlien we consider thine infinite wisdom, power, 
and goodness, our own folly, weakness, and un- 
worthiness, and our vast distance from thee, we 
deisire with great humility to confess^ that we are 
as nothing and vanity. But thy condescending 
goodness encourages our approaches to the throne 
of mercy with hope and confidence, to solicit thy 
favour both for ourselves, and our fellow-crea-^ 
tores. 

We would therefore in a particular manner at 
the same time implore. thy tender cpmpassion upon 
this cmr sick brother, yrhio def^iri?s our prayers. 
GraciouB Go^, look down upoi| him with pity, and 
support hini under thine f^ict^ng band. Work 
in him true repentance for all the sins he has com- 
mitted against thee in thougiit, word» and deed. 
Give him a lively and stedfiist fa^ith in Christ Jesus; 
fill him with a lively hope of that immortal life, 
which Christ has purchased and promised to all 
true believers ; fill him with a powerful sense of 
thy fatherly love and tender care, over him in the 
most afliicted condition. Bestow on him thy hea- 
venly supports and comforts jfirom above, and give 
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him patience and submission to thy holy Will dar^ 
ioff tnis visitation of sickness. 

^^c know, great God, that with thee there is 
nothing impossible. If thou wilt, thou canst raise 
him up, and grant him a longer continuance in this 
world. May it be thy gracious pleasure to restore 
him to us ! May it please thee to save and deliver 
him for thy goodness' sake, O Lord. Direct and 
bless the means which may be used for his reco- 
very, and make them efiTectual. Command the 
disease to relinquish him by thine almighty word, 
that he may again be restored to health and.tnseiiil- 
nesfl. And in the mean time help him meekly to 
resign himself to thy disposal, and quietly to wait 
for ease and comfort here, or for everlasting rest 
and happiness in a future state, through Jesus 
Christ, who is the resurrection and the life. 
Amen. 

A prayer with one who is skk, ion the same day {or on the 
day before*) he r^lteives the Sacrament, 

Soe page 125b 

O THOU Ood of ordinances, we thank tliee for 
the covenant of thy grace, and the appointed seals 
of it We now humbly petition thee in behalf of 
this thy sick servant, who desires to devote himself 
to thee, and to Approach thy holy table with hu- 
mility and giratitudfe. We trust, O Lord, that 
thou hast filled him with reverence for this conn 

* before ttotMng tb# Saerunmt, especially in the piceeding 
week» it shoiiM be frequently oonaidered. that if we have not 8 
due sense of the evil of tin ; ^ we have not sincerely repented of 
sin ; if we are stratagers to a life of faith in Christ ; if we afe not 
renewed by divine grace, and have no ]bv« of hidiness^ nor a&y 
pleasure in the practioe ef it; then we are not real Christians; 
then we can receive no l^nefit from- this ordinance ; nor indeed 
have we any right to purtake of it while we continue in such t 
state. Surely we cannot think, that any litoal service in ihe 
Christian church is dengned to confer btesongs on us .whilst we 
obey not the precepts of Christ, our Lord and Master. 
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mand of his dying Saviour, with this desire of com- 
munion with thee, and with this willingness to be 
wholly thine. Examine him, O Lord, and prove 
him ; try him, and know his thoughts. Is he in* 
dulging any secret sin ? Is he allowing himself in 
the neglect of any holy precept? Let thy word, 
providence, and spirit concur to make his way 
plain before him. Let him not wrong his soul by 
a sinful absence from thy table. Scatter his doubts. 
Give him stronger faith and love. May the views 
of a crucified Saviour deeply impress his mind, and 
a sense of his dying love constrain him to give up 
himself to Christ more solemnly than he had ever 
yet done ! 

Lord, shew him thy covenant, and help him to 
grow in grace, and in the knowledge of his Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

He believes : Lord, help thou his unbelief, and 
increase his faith. Kindle bis repentance, and so 
strike his heart, that it may bleed at the remem- 
brance of past follies ; and confirm his resolutions, 
that he may have nothing more to do with idols* 
He abhors himself that he loves his God and Sa- 
viour no better, and desires to be deeply penitent 
for all his offences in thought, word, and deed^ 
against thy divine Mpjesty, and pleads thie pro- 
mises for the forgiveness of all these sins, through 
Jesus Chript our Lord. Amen. 

[Here this prxxyer may be divided, if the sick person 
finds his attention deficient; and after proper intervals^ 
the minister, or any other, may proceed to the remaining 
part, as follows.'] 

We renew our prayers, O Lord, for this oiir 
suffering fellow-creature. Instead of the bread 
and wine, and the cup of salvation, thou might- 
est give him the bread of affliction, ajid doom hini 
to a place of punishmeAt, where he should beg 
(but beg* in vidn) for a drop of water to cool his 

tongue. 

s 
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But, since thou art plteased to call even suiiiers 
who have undone themselves to come unto thee for 
help, and hast appointed this Sacrament as a 
means of procurixig for them that pardon and 
sanctifying grace ofwhich they so greatly stand in 
need, he approaches thy throne of mercy, though 
polluted ana unfit to appear belfore thee ; and he 
dares not but come, as knowing th^t he sliall be 
undone if he keeps away from thee. He com^ not, 
O Lord, because he thinks himself worthy; but he 
comes because thou art rich in mercy. He comes 
as the poor starved wretch to the fire. He comes 
as the hungry to be fed, and as the sick to be re- 
covered, and the wounded to be healed, that he 
may be washed in the fountaih of thy Soil's blood, 
opened for all uncleanness, that he may be cleans- 
ed; and that he may receive of thine infinite \ful- 
ness all that is wanting in hts wretched self, that 
he may (as it were) *< so touch Christ^s garment, 
*^* as to yeceive virtue fVom him.^ (Mark v. 30.) to 
heal his sinfYiI sores, ahd to enable him to serve 
thee faithfully, l^essed Saviour, weigh not his 
but thine own merits ; for he has no claim to re- 
demption by thee, but merely as it is an act of thy 
mercy. And, as thou sealest and cbnfirm^st the 
covenant of grace, may he be ever mindfiil of the 
terms of it, and come to thee at thy tkbVi^ in so 
devout and acceptable a manner, that he may re- 
turn from it with his conscieilce Kjtriet^, hts bbr- 
ruptions subdued, his grace incfea^^d, and his 
soul encouraged to run with an enlarged heart the 
way of thy commands. 

Let any spfttk of tepetititnte which thou mayest 
kindle become a flame; Ic^t that flame be stro!ng 
and steady, ahd ihe pro'difs of it appeit ita his holy 
obedience. O '«hed abroad thy love in his heart 
by the Holy SpTirit gWen unto him 1 Draw him, 
arid he will nm after Ihee. H6 h&d rather love 
thee, than have all the treasures on earth. . 
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<>tt5^ ^nd copstant ; and never let sinful pa&sions 
any more ruffle and discompose us. 

B)^ss4?d be thy name for that relish thou hast 

fiyen us of spiritual delights ; for that desire we 
ave of possessing the eternal ii>beritance. May 
the enjoyment |of , sensual objects, after the repre- 
sentatiou we have seen of a crucifiied Saviour, and 
the &yoars we have received from him, appear 
meap and c<)ntemptible ; ^d may the pleasures of 
the world never more prevail on us. to transgress 
those holy laws, to the faithful observance of which 
we lie under such great and solemn obligations, 

Grapt, O Lordf we earnestly entreat thee, that 
we may walk worthy of these thy distinguished 
mercies, and live as becomes the redeemed of the 
Lord. Without thee, thou adorable Saviour of 
lost .mankind, we can do nothing: without thee, 
who art the Sun of righteousness, we shall walk 
in darkness : without thee, who art the Physician 
of souls, we shall languish and die : without thee,- 
who art the joy of all devout minds, we shall con- 
sume away our days in sadness* Remain there- 
fore, O Lord, and abide with us for ever. We 
shall then be enabled 4o do thy will in this life, 
and thus be qualified to partake of thy fflories in 
the next, through all the boundless ages of eternity. 
Amen. 

ji prayer with a careless and inconsiderate sinner in his 

sickness. Sec p. 26. 

From Mr. Merivale. 

O THOU Creator, Preserver, and Redeemer of 
the world by thy Son Jesus Christ, what returns 
of duty and gratitude m^yest thou not most justly 
expect from all thy reasonable creatures ! With 
what reverence, admiration, and love, should our 
hearts be filled towards thee! Under what a 
lively sense of thy presence should we walk before 

s 3 
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thee ! And bow fit is it, that a care to please 
thee should swallow up every other care. 

But how hast thou, our greatly injured benefac- 
tor, been neglected, forgotten, and offended by this 
our sick brother ! He has lived ^* as without thee 
«< in the world," though be knew that the world, 
and all that it contains, are supported and upheld 
by thee ; and that he is nothing, has nothing, and 
can hope for nothing but of thee, and from thee. 
Yet, alas ! instead of seeking after thee, and con- 
templating on thee, as he ought, how little hast 
thou been in all his thoughts 1 How seldom has 
he, with a becoming awe, reflected on thy presence 
with him, and inspection over him ! How un- 
mindful has he been of thy mercies, how unthank- 
ful for them, and how unfruitful under them ! 
That homage, which is thy most unquestionable 
due, he has unnaturally withheld from thee : and 
has taken no care to gain thy favour and approba- 
tion, by attending to the great business of rdligion, 
irhich is the end and glory of our nature. 

Blessed God 1 when we think but for a moment 
of thy transcendent greatness and goodness, we 
are astonished, that this our now afflicted brother 
should ever have lived so regardless of thee, and 
been guilty of such numberless offences against 
thee. He cannot but be confounded when he lifls 
up his face to thee. He cannot but see, on the 
most transient view of his conduct, that he has 
^rred exceed inrfy, and strayed from thy ways like 
a lost sheep. \Vhat more than brutal stupidity, 
what more than brutal ingratitude, has he disco- 
vered ! " For the ox knoweth his owner, and the 
<^ ass his master's crib; but he has not known 
** thee,'* the great Proprietor and Lord, as he 
bought ; nor has he duly considered the vast and 
mighty obligations, which thou hast laid on him. 

Make him more and more sensible, O Lord, 
that he cannot slight thy mercies without idcurrjiig 
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thy judgments ; that he cannot live in the neglect 
of his duty, and trifle with God and his conscience^ 
with impunity. His danger is as great as his 
folly, ingratitude, and guilt. Thou art a righteous, 
as well as a merciful God. Thou wilt call him to 
an awful and severe account for his carelessness, 
his neglects, his wilful and presumptuous sins, 
whether of omission or commission. Destruction 
and misery are in the ways of those who wander 
from their God. O let him not vainly expect 
either present peace, or future safety, while he 
continues a stranger to thee, and in a state of dis- 
affection towards thee ; nor suffer him to indulge 
an indolence of temper, or heedlessly to pursue 
any such evil courses, as will without faith and re- 
pentance involve him in everlasting ruin. Gra- 
ciously look upon his afflictions, and finally receive 
him to thyself, through the merits and mediation 
of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

[i/* the sick person be too weak to attend to the whole of 
this prayer, it may be divided here, and after proper inter* 
vals, the minister (or any other) may proceed as follows,^ 

Great and merciful Lord God, convince this our 
sick brother, that if he were to remain far from 
thee, he must perish everlastingly. . Thy favour is 
the only real ground of security and hope; and 
this he can never attain without earnestly seeking it 
in the way of his duty. Pluck him, we beseech 
thee, " as a brand out of the fire." Bring him, 
before it be too late, to an effectual sense of his sin 
and folly ; and set the danger of a careless state 
before him in the strongest light, and point out to 
him the only way to escape it, even thy Son Jesus 
Christ, " who is the way, the truth, and the life.'' 
Teach' him so to think on his carelessness and in- 
consideration, as to turn his feet unto thy testimo- 
nies. May he make haste, and no longer delay to 
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keep thy cMimttidmeBts. Help hm ^ to seek 
^^' tbee whilst thou mayest be iband, and call upa& 
^ thee wMliit thoa art near.*' And may he at 
' length be pmuaded *^ to attend to the things that 
*^ belong to his peace and welfare^ before they are 
^* fer ever hid from his eyes/' Break, gracious 
God^ that fiital enchantment^ whidi has bound his 
soul to earthly and sensual objects. Let not his 
^ heart be any longer hardened through the de- 
f^ ceitfiiltiessorsin," but melt and subdue it by thy 
heavenly grace. Teach him that important lesson 
which he has been slow to learn : teach him to 
know, love, and practise bis duty. Give him a 
taste for the pleasures of religion and devoti(»i. 
Let his thou^ts be employed in meditating on 
the best things^ refine and ^irititaJize his affec- 
tions, elevate and ennoble his pimuits ; quicken 
his desires afker thee, and help hrni ** with purpose 
*< of heart to cleave unto the Lord." 

Pardon and forgive, we humbly beseech thee, 
die numberless sins and transgresaions of his past 
careless life; raise him from the bed of sickness, 
and enable him to act a wiser and better part in all 
respects for the time to come, and graciously ac- 
cept him, and all his atteitipts to serve thee, for 
(hy mercy's sake, in and through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

A prayer with an awakened and convinced sinner. 

See p. 91. 

O GOD, how awfiil art thou in thy holiness and 
justice ! Yet thou art gracious, and ready to receive 
every penitent and believing sinner. We now 
kneel down before thee in behalf of this our sick 
brother, who has grievously offended thee, and 
entreat thv pardoning and saving oiercy. He has 
heard of Jesus Christ, and of his merits, mediation, 
and intercession. He has been taught the neces- 
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«ity of repentance, and of being convetted 5 and 
that " without holiness none shall see thy face/' 
He is convinced, Lord, of thy right to him, and to 
all the love and obedience of his heart and life, 
because thou art his Creator and Benefactor. He is 
convineed that thy laws are holy, just, and good. He 
is convinced of the sinfulness of sin, the vilenessof 
his heart, the abominations of his life, the vanity 
of this world, and that thou only art able to be the 
portion and happiness of his soul. He sees there 
is DO hope for him, but in a sincere return to thee 
by repentance and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
But he fears lest the hardness of his heart, and 
the power of his unbelief and of worldly lusts, 
should prevail against all his convictions. O that 
he may have a heart to love thee above all the 
world, and to delight in thy holy ways, more than 
in all the pleasures of sin ! May he have a heart 
to believe in Christ, and to live by faith and not 
by sight ! He has corrupted his heart, but he can* 
not renew it. He has defiled it, but cannot cleanse 
it. He ha^ kindled in it a fire of rebellion, but he 
camiot quench it. He has undone himself, rejected 
his Saviour, and resisted the Holy Spirit; and is 
there yet mercy for him? There is. Let him then 
immeaiately apply to Christ in the language of the 
humble publican, ** God be merciful to me a,8in«- 
*' ner;" and be comforted in that gracious promise, 
** Him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out;" 
a promise made to every penitent sinner^ by our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

[Here this prayer may be divided ; and after a proper 
interval, the minister (or any other) may proceed . as fol- 
lows,'] 

Have compassion, O Lord, on this our sick bro- 
ther, according to the multitude of thy tender mer- 
cies. He has sinned like a frail and foolish man, 
but do thou have mercy on him, as a gracious 
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God. HU ain heA abounded, let thy gr^e much 
more ahouDd. Christ; with infinity e;B:peuoe hath 
xedeemed souls; aivl that revives his h<^. Create 
in him a clean heart, O God ; ^d renew a riglu 
spirit within him. Tum his heart oS stpn« into a 
new aad tender h^art of flesh. Fill his presump- 
tuous heart with a Be(5esisafy car^ for his own sal- 
vation. He sees his: duty* aod yet has not reso- 
lution to do it; he aeeR hU danger^ and mm into 
it. He foresees death and jttdgmc«^t, without 
coining to Christ,, and nedwroing hfc impcwtaat 
meanentsa Hia work ia undone hk sQul is un- 
jToady^ a^d if be die dkfe nigjbt, where sb^H he 
awake ? Thy metey baiJbi lixag kept him oat of 
Mi. n© thou^ 0> jnigbty Gfid» who haet raised 
J^us Chdst from the dead>. revive aiid rai^ him 
firom the death oC.ain,ti» t^ life of i^^^jxtmssj 
m tho« hasA cbh^ &r innunierat>le «tilor fituiHrs. 

Lordi htei l^ esril heatt of miWlfef^ whitsh hath 
^yighted C^ps^ abd; i^j^t^kom ths liying God. 
Thou hast Wk him. a ps<mlf ^.^rf e»|ea(ig * wto hea- 
^^lAy rfiHMv hub feinre: him nojk tt^ Ml ^ort of it by 
.iHib«)ief. T^iiichi.hfa heart ^itb :a. dsep. fifna^ of 
lhy;.Uv^. i^Df^leilii&thiabea^^y^re* Let the 

S'kit.of.hiN:^ &k, hit atMil .cm Ifco w^pudepf^l loye of 
tis^ i)a PiriaticirnciSAd^ on:a4 aae^kdi^ glori- 
SsiiJBM iiit^reediiiit Saviour, tiU.he(is.,alL lone to 
]l^ who died £|r hiiUi . Denjf him not die grace, 
>0rhidb'Jlfaouhaal. ooinmainded .him to aiih> nor the 
holiness^ whieh; ia thy delight, wd without which 
he will continue tbini^ jenemy ta bi^ d^&tiruotion. 
Thou hast sworn, that thou hast no pleasure in 
the death of the widced, but that h^ should turn 
BSii live. Let thy mercy spare him : let thy jgrace 
be sufficient for his spiritual and eternal life. Let 

him Kve the life of graae here, that bo may live the 
U^ of glory for eve^, and look fro^a hi^ guilt and 
misery t^ Uie meritsi mediation^ and intjercessioa 
^ his living Iflod^emer : hoping and trusting io 



203 

that compassionate Redeemer, mity he smite his^ 
breast, and say, with the penitent |)ublican, « God 
" be merciftil to me a sinner !'* Amen. 

A prayer wUh onem skknei^, esppoUtH^ for patience ' 

under U, 

O THOtJ infinitely great and glorious God, thou 
kiilest, and makest alive) thou woundest, and thy 
hands nifl&e whole; thoU brh^gest down to the 
grave, and britigest bade again,* thou dost accord- 
ing to tfa^ will in the armies of heaven, and among 
tlie inii^Ditants of the earth ; and none can stay 
thine hand, or saj; unto thee, What dost thou P 

Yet rigtitebus art th<Ju in all thy Ways, and holy 
in all .thy Works. Ev^ti when thon affi'erest and 

cause^t tt'Otkble ahd faeavinesd to fall npon us^ it h 
that We may learn ri^teousttess fttom thy jnd^^ 
ments, and receive profit from thy correction. 
Wherefore, though thou hast now visited this our 
brothe!r with sicknei^, and ttt (^WHaghkh to hu- 
miliatibn for his sins, maty he "Stilt spi?ak good of 
thy name, love, and btess thee. 

We pray, that at this season he may remember 
all the past mercies, with which thou hast been 
pleased to b^^Ss him. God !f6ri[)id thkt his present 
illness shotild make him unmindful ofihB constat 
benefits ^6 has enjoy^. HnW long has he laid 
down tod risen itp, come in and gone onL iii 
health, strength, ana peace ? For t^-^s6 mnUiplfed 
favours; O Lord, blessed be Uiy good and holy 
name.; since the smiEiUe^t of llbly beneiSts is more 
than ^tnv of us de&^rve,.and th^ 'sharpei^t affiiction 
less. FOV to ns, on ateo^snt of otrr transgresi^ions, 
is most jusftly due indignation and Wrath, tribula- 
tion and ahgniish. 

Wherefore then should living men bomplain, 
men and tratis^es^ors too, % me pnnisliment of 
tlieitr sins f &hm we iriet^dv^ so mudi good at the 
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hand of the Lord, and shall we not receive evil 
also ? patiently receive it ? This temper, O Lord, 
is our bounden duty ; O form it in us ! 

And as, in great compassion to us, thou hast 
opened a way of relief for us mider eyery trouble, 
(by directing, commanding, anci encouraging us in 
all our afflictions to pour out our complaints unto 
thee, and to tell thee of all we fear and feel,) we 
make our supplication at this time to thee the Fa- 
ther of mercies. Be not thou, O Lord, far from 
us, when trouble is so near. In an entire submis- 
sion to thy most wise and holy will, we now ear- 
nestly psay for this our sick brother: O look upon 
'i<y j^t '"i -^A ^ini "1 h*s low estate ^suffer not, we beseech thee, 

\ his disorder to proceed, and let not his sickness be 
J J ^ unto death, but for the manifestation of thy grace 

^ towards us iill, and may he be supported by the 
promises of the Gospel, as declared by our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

\lf the sUk person be too weak to attend to the whole of 
ihii prayer, it may be divided here ; and after proper in- 
tervals, the minister {or any other) may proceed, as foU 
lows."] 

Great God, thou knowest, and thou only canst 
know, the frame of this our sick brother. Lay on 
him no more than thou wilt enable him to bear 
with patience. And, O thou great Physician, 
(without whom all others are of no value,) do thou 
direct to the most proper medicines, and bless the 
art of healing to the relief of his present disease; 
and in the time thou seest most fit, restore him to 
health and strength ..again,' that he may halve a 
longer day of grace and salvation^ prove more 
useiul than he nas hitherto been, and do good in 
his generation. 

In the mean while, however thou shall dispose 
of him, sanctify to him this affliction ; work in him 
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deep liamili&ti^n Sat his ^sibg; bkss'him lwk\i re- 
pentance unto life; enaWe iiim by faith to b^old 
the Liinb- of "Otody and to trust in the foiwrtain 
o^taaeim hifiWood for the f>emisgion pf sins, that, 
being jvstified by faith, be may Iba^e peace with 
God, through Jesiis Christ our Lord. MsLe all 
his bed in his sickness, and " let patience have its 
«|ierf€«t m>tk in him." (James i. 4.) It is, *«if 
" need be, that he is in heaviness ;■' (1 Pet. i. 6.) 
and surely God knows what that need is, and how 
peculiar this afi}ictiop is to answer the present n^, 
and to do him that peculiar good, which thou his 
heavenly Father aft graciously intendingjj^im by it. 
Haise *him up to praise thy ngme, to pay m thy 
hoiise' those vows he makes in trouble, and to w^^Jk 
• in newness of life. 

Birt if thou dost' not see fit to spate this our af- 
flicted brother, whom we are now remembering 
before thee, O prepare him and all his relations 
for the awful stroke. With respect to himself, if 
the tinfje of Jiis departure draw nigh, let his heart 
be comforted by thy promises in Christ, and taste 
that thou art gracious unto him. May his soul be 
safe ^nd happy at the hour of death ; and in the 
great day of tTie Lord Jesus Christ may he be 
found among those who died in him. 

And help us, who are now in health, to improve 
this Ibtt^ ^nd solemn call to prepare for our sidi- 
ness and decease. Let us not abuse our bodily 
strengtJi to encourage ourselves in sinful security 
and impenitence. Give us grace always tobe readjr, 
by perfprming the will of our Lord, thHt whenso- 
ever hp shall come, we .may be found of him Jn 
l^atee, and entet into hife'joy : that wheneve!* t)Tir 
heafkh |s turned mtQ sickness, nnd our strength 
into wealihess, and pur'i&ase into shai'p piiain, we 
m^Y'be pajietit under it, arid hot cast down at^he 
seizure/ or pftrpltxied, but feel in our' sonls those 



206 

lapports and conflolationiy which the world cumo 
give, nor death itself take awav. 

Hear U!s O Lord our God,liear us in these our 
humble requ^esU ; ibi^ ve us our bins ; and accept 
our persons and our vervicesy through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. « 

J proffer with a baeiuUder, one dJ» fauleft ^prmifer, 
.pub^e woTihipp'and other r^imu dutiti* 

O LORt)» we -humbly implore the restoration di 
this our sick brother to thy favour, who acknow- 
ledges, that to him beloi^eth confusion of face^ 
because he has sinned ^giunst ihee, the great and 
dreadiul God, and has been guilty of the ungrate- 
ful abominable sin of backsliding^ He confesses 
the justice and goodness of thy laws, ^d has 
chosen thy service, as the most perfect freedom ; he 
knows, that *^ without holiness none shall ever see 
*^ thee; and that tribulation and anguish, indigna- 
** Hon and wrath, is the portion of all who do 
*^ eviW[ And yet, -O Lord, foolish and miserable 
linner that he i:*, be has yielded again to tempta- 
tion, departed from thy ways and from holiness^ 
for the sake of a present satisfaction, and a small 
and momentary pleasure or sain. And by this 
departure from thee and religious duties, he has 
justly incurred thy 'displeasure, abused thy grace 
and goodness to him, and hazarded the loss of thy 
eternal favour, ^' which is better than life itself/' 

But, O Lord God, to whom belongeth mercy 
and -forgivenessi, we most earnestly beseech thee to 
have mercy on lijm. Hear us, Q Lord, hear usy 
and forgive his offences. H is conscience reproaches 
him, asd'liis heart is troubled within him. He 
Jewels himself deprived by this backsliding of that 
.hope and cdnfidenoe in thee through Jesus Christy 
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which he had attained on the Gospel terms of 
faith, repentance, and renewed obedience^ and he 
now finds himself liable to thy wratfa^ and exposed 
to thy judgments, both tempm*al and eternal. 

Thou art now correcting him by this sickness ; 
but let it be with mercy, lest thou bring him to 
nothing. We know, that the *' wases of sin is 
" death ;'* but we humbly beseech thee, merciful 
God, (who art slow to anger, and of great pity, 
and wouldest have none to perish, but all to come 
to repentance,) to spare him, and grant him further 
time for repentance^ that he may finish the work 
thou hast given him to do, and which he now pur- 
poses and resolves by the aid of thy grace to make 
the great business of his fiiture ,life. 

Be pleased, O Lord, for the sake of thy well- 
beloved Son, and of thine own goodness, to pardon 
this heinous ofience of backsliding, and give him 
grace to bring forth the fruits of repentance in 
newness of life; and so to govern himself in the 
whole of his conduct for the future by that golden 
rule, which our Lord has taught us, *^ to do unto 
'< others as we would that they should do unto us/^ 
Matt. vii. 19. 

Blessed be thy goodness, that there are hopes 
and assurances for returning sinners in and through ^ 
Christ, who was pleased to shed his blood, as a 
meritorious sacrifice, expiation, and atonement for 
the sins of the world. 

O let the blood of Christ (who ^* through the 
'* eternal Spirit ofiered himselfwithoutspottoGod) 
** purge his conscience from dead works, to serve 
** thee, the living God/' and purify his soul firom 
aU sin and uncleanness, that he may find the power 
of Christ's death in his dying to sin, and rising 
to righteousness, in having the oki man cru- 
cified with him, (Rom. vi. 6.) that the body of 
sin may be destroyed, that henceforth he may not 
i^mft mn, but that he may live as becomes theGoi- 

t8 
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pfl; as becomes one Vrho professes godlinesK, afid 
wbo ha3 by solein» vows uBdertakea to live accord- 
ii)K (o God » holy word and commaiidmenUy deny- 
ing air tu)floillines8 and worldly lasts. Make Iiini 
truly senJble and always to ke^p.in mind that he 
ca9 bdife ho hope of that pardon and bappinessy 
wbioh Cbriat baa pvurdiased, bnt on the perform- 
ance of the duties of a Chrislian) which is the con- 
dition prescribed in the Gospel^ and which we are 
enabled toperforra by the promised aid of the Holy 
Spirit, accompanying the aaeaofi of grace, aa d^ 
c£ared and promised to all hk faithfid servants^ by 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Chriist. Amen. 

[7/* the sick person be too weak to attend to the whole of 
this prayer, H may be dimded here ; and after proper in- 
tervals, the minister' (or any other} may proceed as fol- 
lows.^ 

Gvacioiis God^ may thia our sick brother seri^ 
oiialy confer, that the Christian life is a conlinnail 
warnire, that he ia beset with naany and ffreat dan* 
gers^ and that the devil '^ goetfa abo«l, Ufccf a roar- 
*' ing lion, seeking whom be may devotiry" that so 
he may give the more heed to make his .calliagand 
elecficHi to the privUeges of the Gospel sure. 
Gvant, that he may watch and pray^ lest he cuter 
iftta temptations, or they set the advantage over 
him ; and may he avoid aU occasions of bffing for 
the future, (especially by such shameful detdon^oiis 
in religion,) and keep at the greatest dist^noe fram 
tbaae soares of Satan. 

May he well consider likewise, that if, after he 
has escaped the pollutions of the world, and bis 
reh^se into sin be forgiT^en^ he shall again be en- 
tyungted therein, and overccHne^ that the latteir end 
will be worse than the begintiiog, and that it would 
have been better for him not to have hnowatbe: 
Way, tk«i after ^he had f^. known ittd turn miitt 
*^ from the holy dommandment.'^ 
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O €fod, who didst send thy Son into the world 
to iree^us from sin, and to redeem us from all ihi- 
quityv grant, that on his prayers for thy grace, and 
nis sincere endeavours, he may be kept from all 
presumptuous sins, lest they get the dominion over 
him; and that he may conquer and finally subdue 
all his corrupt affections and sinful dispositions, 
and may attain all those graces, which are neces- 
sary for his salvation ; that in the exercise of them, 
Bmd of ail other Christian duties for the time to 
cx>nie, he may grow strong in the Lord^ and never 
more backslide, or let go his holy profession, but 
Biay proceed from strength to strength, that so *^ an 
^ entrance may be ministered to him abundantly 
'^ into thine everlasting kingdom,'' through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

jt general prayer, which may he used with one who u sick, 

in any stage of the disease^ 

From Bp. Patrick. 

O LORD, the Father of our spirits, who givest us 
life and breath, and all things, and hast not thought 
<< a crown of life too much to promise to all them 
*< who are faithful unto death *," we firmly believe, 
that thou wilt not deny us what is needful and fit 
for us, both for our souls and our bodies, in ouj 
passage through this world' to that of honour, 
glory, and immortality. 

In this confidence we more particularly recom- 
mend this our sick brother to thiiie infinite mercy, 
and boundless compassion. Settle in him a stedfast 
faith, that " thou dost not. willingfy grieve the 
" children of men/' but intendest good to him bv 
this thy fatherly correctign. And now, since all 
other pleasures and enjoyments fail him, represent 
thyself more effectually to him, as the only sup- 

• luv. a 10. • 
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Whereinsoever he has neglected thee, or com* 
mUted any o£Pence against thee, make him deeply 
sensible of it, and heartily sorry for all hui -triiQs« 
gressipns: and as he earnestly desires for^iyeneas, 
so work in him a serious resolution to hve noore 
circumspectly and righteously for the future. 
. Assist him graciously, O iiord, that he may giv« 
a proof of his sincere intentions hereafter to sub- 
mit himself in all things to thy will by his patient> 
submisiuon to thy fatherlv correction now. O. 
that he may so quietly, meekly, humbly, and cheer* 
fully resign his will to thine, to suffer what thou- 
inflictest, that he may be the more disposed (o do 
readily whatsoever thou commandest: and may 
Christ be the great object of his desire, prayer, ana 
endeavours to obtain that salvation, whicn is pro- 
mised to all his faithful followers by thy Son Jesus 
Christ, our Advocate, and the great propitiation 
for sin. Amen. 

[ jy the sick person be much indisposed, and not able io 
attend properly to the whole of this prayer, it may be di-* 
vided here } and after proper intervals, the remaining part 
as follows may be added,"] 

Make this our sick brother, O Lord, tlioroughly 
apprehensive of thy sovereign powjBr and Authority 
over all thy creatures. Possess him with a great 
reverence of thy wisdom and justice, with an entire 
confidence in thy goodness and love, and with a 
thankful remembrance of all thy past mercies to 
him; that so he may better endure what thou 
layest upon him at present ; may ever choose to 
follow thy directions; submit to thy orders; de- 
light to do or suffer thy will, Q God ; and govern 
himself in the whole of his conduct by that excel- 
lent rule, which our Lord hath taught us, " to do 
•^ unto others as ife would they should do unto us," 
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for reetQring him to his former health, that be may 
live'to discbarge his duty with greater care. Oi*, 
if tboia bast otherwise^^powted, accept graciously 
bis purposes of amendment, and dispose him to 
returii ^his spirit willingly to thee, who gavesi it ; 
and with great humiUlyy and a deep sense of his 
own undeservijigs, to expect thy ii^ercy declared in 
Christ Jesus Qur Lord* Fix his mind stedfa^tly 
on the great Redeemer, who has led the way through 
the grave to heaven, that be may Dot be terrified 
at the approaicb of death; but^ looking beyond i| 
to that high and holy place, where the Lord Jesus 
is, he may rejoice in hope of eternal glory. 

And grant, that every one of us in our best state 
of health may daily consider how frail and weak 
we are, that so we may not abuse ourselves by an 
intemperate use of any worldly pleasures, nor oycx-* 
load our minds with the care^ of this life, nor spend 
our days in a vain pursuit after the richer oc ' 
honours of this world ; but may ^e pas$ all our 
time of^ sojourning here in thy fear, and live ^ 
righteously and soberly in this present world, al 
those who must give an account to thee, O God, 
who wilt judge all men by thy Son Jesus Christ 
according to their works. Hear us, O Lord, wq 
most humbly beseech thee, hear us in behalf oi 
ourselves, and especially of this our distressed bro- 
ther, through Jesus Christ our merciful and com- 
passionate. High Priest, who sits at thy right hand^ 
and ever livetb to make intercession for us. Ameni 

Short Prayers, whicK map he used either in one prayer, 
or separately, when the sick person is in a state of great 
weakness. 

1. From Bp. Taylor. 

Almighty God, Father of a\t mercies, the 
God of peace and comfort^ of rest and pardon, we 



tUne unwortby creatures, in duty to tbee and eom- 
pattion to this our sick brother, humbly beg ibat 
thy mercy may descend on his soul and body. V^e 
oooae to thee m the name of thy Son Jesus Christ, 
beseeching thee to pardon his sins, and through 
the blood of the cross * to bury them in the grave 
of him who died for us, that thej; may neyer rise 
up in judgment against him, nor bring him in the 
day of trial to- shame and confusion of fiice. 
Amen. 

2. Give, O Lord, this our brother in distress 
patience in his sorrows, comfort in bis sickness, 
and, if it seem good to thee, restoration to heskb. 
Bui, however thou shalt determine concerning 
him in this sickness, yet make his repentance per- 
ftct, his faith strong, his hcipe stedfast, and lis 
passage safe; that, when thou shalt ca/i his soul 
from the prison of the body, it may enter into the 
rest of the children of God, and tie for ever with 
the Lord. Amen. 

S. O Lorti, thou knowest all the necessities and 
all the infirmities of this our afflicted brother. 
Fortify his soul with spiritual joys, and a cheerful 
resignation : take from him all inordinate aflPections 
to this world, and enlarge his heart with desires 
of being with thee, of frcraom from sin, and of the 
enjoyment of God. Amen. 

4. Let not any pain, or other calamities, 
Lord, discompose the order of the thoughts, or the 
duty of this pitiable sufferer. Lay no more on 
him than thou wilt enable him to bc^r ; and, toge- 
^ther with the temptation, do thou provide a waj 
to escape, either by the mercies of a longer and 
more holy life, or by the mercies of a blessed 
death : even as it pleaseth thee, O Lord, so let it 
be. Amen. 

5« Let the tender conscience of our afflicted bro- 

•CcLUtO. 
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ther, aKid tky Holy Spirit, O Lord, call to mind 
his sins, that he may truly repent of them, and 
hunibJy confess them ; and let thy powerful grace 
remove every root of bitterness, and in the love of 
tbe^ his God, in the miion of Christ, and in the 
communion of saints, let his soul be presented to 
the^ blaqfieless, ^irely pardoned, and thoroughly 
washed, throughJesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

6. Most gracious Lord, our only Saviour, in. 
whose hands the souls of all faithful people are 
lodged till the day of judgment, have mercy on 
the body and soul of this our suffering fellow^crea- 
ture; refresh him with the aid of the ^Spirit of grace 
and comfort, and supply all his necessities, whidi 
can be known only to thee. Let him dwell in 
peace, assured of thy pardon, supported by thy 
goodness, absolved by thy sentence, and saved by 
thy mercy ; that, whenever his soul shall depart 
from the body, it may be received by ministering 
angek, preserved from evil spirits, and committed, 
to jthy custody ; and that, in the day of thy coming 
to jpdg? the world, his body may be raised up with 
power^ to behold for ever the face of God himself 
m the glories of thee, his Son Jesus Christ,., oux 
Lord. Amen. 

* 

Sh(n'i Prayers ta be used by a sick perstm, either in oner 

prayer, or separately. 

Submission and\ Almighty God, the Father 
cot^fession^ j of ouy Lord Jtsus, Christ, I 
adore thee a$ the wise and gracious Governor oT 
all tiby creatures^ and the sovereign Dii^poser of ^U 
events. I acknowledge thy hand in the afflictions. 
under whichs I now labour jj and confess, th^t they 
^e far :les6 than mine iniquities have deserved. 
May I have wisdom and grace to improve the af- 
flictuig stroke of thy rod, and discern him who 
has appointed it; and though this calamity is not 
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joyous, but grievous*, may it hereafter bring fbctli 
in me the peaceable fruit of righteousness. Amen, 

Thanksgiving.^ I thank thee, O Lord, for aH 
the accommodations, refreshment, comfort, and 
help I enjoy. May thy blessing attend all my 
friends for their good offices to me in my present 
afflictive circumstances, and ma]f|||tet thou direct 
and prosper all their endeavours for my good. 
Amen. 

Prayer for impraoemefU of 9icknessl\ Grant, O 
Lord, that I may search and try my ways,^ and 
again turn unto thee. May I improve the leisure 
<n such a state, to examine my own heart ; and may 
I be led to form a right judgment of myself. If I 
am not yet a true penitent, discover to me, I be- 
seech thee, my danger and my misery ; and give 
me by thy renewing Spirit an unfeigned repentance 
towards God, and a true faith in CRrist, that I 
may turn from every sin, and devote myself for 
ever to thy service. If I am already in a state of 
acceptance with thee, strengthen, I beseech thee> 
all mv graces more and more, and subdue all the 
jrmamders of sin in my heart; and particidarly, 
teach me righteousness, by those things which I 
now suffer. Amen. 

Prayer for mprovemeni of present advantages.'] 
Graciously assist roe, O God, that I may religiously 
improve all the advantages I enjoy: may I care- 
fully read thy word, thankfully receive the admo- 
nitions of the minister who visits me, heartily 
join in his petitions, and devoutly remember my 
Saviour's death, especially at the sacramental ta* 
ble; and may all 1 now suffer lead me to reflect 
tun the evil of sin, and on the love of Christ, mani- 
fested in those sufferings, which he endured for my 
mke. He went about doing good : may I, when 
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I have sach an opportanity, embrace the occasfbn 
Vith readiness ahd thanksgiving. Amen. 

Prayer for iuccess and swjppcrt^ Lord, if it be 
thy heavenly will, (for without thy concurrence 
vain is tlie skill of the most judicious physician,) 
give sfUccesa^to the means employed for my reco- 
very, and restore me to liealtn, comfort, and use- 
fulness again ; neveriheless, if thou seest fit, in 
thine unerring wisdom, to deny my request, *< thy 
" will be done." Support me under the most 
inciirable evils ; and grant, that I may not think tt 
long to wait thy leisure, who has condlescended so 
long to -wait for the return of a sinner. Let me 
see love in thyTod, as well as justice in all \hy deal- 
ings ; and, while n^ outward man "^ decays, may 
the inner man l)e renewed day by day. Amen. 

For an 'easy and happy death.'] O Lord, if thou 
be pleased that this visitation shall be a sickness 
unto death, and l!hat now I must die, prepare me 
for the important hour ; five me an easy and com- 
fortable passage out of this life, and take me into 
thy heavenly presence, where sin and sorrow shall 
be no more. This, and whatever else thou seest 
necessary or expedient for me, I beseech tbee to 
grant, for the sake of Jesus Christ my Lord; into 
whose hands I desire daily to commit n\y spirit, 
and to whom, with thyself and the tioly Ghost, 
I would ascribe everlastii^ praises. Amen. 

N. B. The petitions in this prayer are all inde- 

{>endent one of another; so that (were it to be 
eamt by heart] the sick person might repeat anj 
one of them separately, and by adding to it his 
hearty Amen, make it a short and distinct prayer^ 
without weaTyiQg himself, or distressing exhausted 
«iatare by attoiding to the whole at once. 

« t Cor. Iv. M. 
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A prayer, ib&tdk may he lued hy ene who is $'uA, and very 
penUent'Jbr kU sin. See p. 87. 

Bf OST glorious and holy Lot d, my God, with 
reverence and holy fear I would Come into thy 
presence to pay my homage to thee my Creator. 
'O that my worship may never be the mere form of 
worship. Help me to engage in religious exercises 
with understanding, inward devotion, and genuine 
piety of heart; knowing that religious worship can 
only be acceptable to God, and beneficial to myself, 
as it is the exercise and contributes to the imjw'oye- 
ment of good dispositions in my mind. Establish 
my heart in thy fear; and may this restrain me 
from every criminal piu'suit, as well as engage me 
to the sincere and habitual practice of universal 
righteousness. 

Remember not, O Lord, against#me past of' 

Tences, which have been enormous, aggravated, and 

"highly provoking, for the punishment of which, so 

jusUy merited,* my conscience is sorely afraid: yet 

suffer not the horrible suggestions of the Devil to 

sink my spirits into a despair of thy mercy. I a^ 

'Indeed under great fears ; O let my hope in the 

' "Redeemer's merits and intercession be still greater. 

'The more I have offended thee, the more am I 

* grieved^ but the more will thy glorious attributes 

be displayed, if thou wilt be reconciled to pne. 

Overrule the influence of my former pernicious 
example. Prevent the ill effects of all my present 
transgressions and imprudences; and whatever m- 
' juries I have done either to the bodies, souls, or 
' reputation of any of my fellbw-crealiires, do thou, 
O Lorci, repair; and avert from me the eyilsVboth 
temporal and eternal, which I have justly deserved. 
" I have destroyed myself; but in thee is my help. 
(Hosea xiii. y.) "-"Lbrd, iF thou wilt, thou canst 
" make me clean." O raise me up when I isAl 
Strengthen me that I may stand ; and finally beat 



217 

down Satieui under my feet. May the thoughts of 
thy jaBtice and knowledge preserve me from spi- 
ritual pride^ May the thoughts of thy mercy and 
power preserve me from spiritual dejection. May 
I ever retain, assert, and adorn religion both in my 
life, and in my death. Raise me up, I earnestly en- 
treat thee, from this bed of sickness. Use me^ O 
Lord, (nbtwithstatiding my unworthiness,) as an' 
instrument of good to my fellow-creatures ; ma^ 
aifying thy power in my weakness, and preserving 
me from vanity and self-dependence. ^' Thou art 
" the God of hope ; O fill me with all joy dnirl peac^ 
*^ in believing on thee." (Rom. xv. 13.) Increase 
Biy faith, and enable me to grow in grace, and in 
the knowledge of my Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, Amen. . 

if prayer with one ivTio is\n a bad state. 

See page 6. 

Almighty God, source of all beings, and cen- 
tre of all good, look down for Christ's sake on this 
OUT sick brother, who acknowledges that he is a 
miserable sinner. Whither shall he fiy? Even 
darkness detects him, and fii^t brings him nigh. 
Let him not deceive himself: may his repentance 
be sincere, that so he may be thine. Send down 
thy Spirit to sanctify his corrupt soul. 

Most merciful Jesus, what refuge can he have 
but in thee ! What a sinner has he been ! a son 
of Satan i He has looked upon the multitude of 
)iinnj&rs around him as an apology for his sinning; 
and the sinful fashion of ihe world as a repeal of 
thy holy laws. Thy blessings he has turned into 
poison, and made arrows of them to fight against 
thee. The time that thou gavest him for repent- 
ance he has turned into folly, " quenched thy 
" spirit," stifled the voice of conscience, and the 
Voice of thy word. How long hast thou forborne 

. u 
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him, when thine arrows went abroady and skwiaafly 
of his lesf^ vicious companions I He continued on- 
admonished by thine ailmonitions. He has been uo* 
affected by thy mercies and hib sins at length ha?e 
found him out to hi^ shame and coiifiision. Deli- 
ver his soul from the pangs of that eternal punish- 
ment which he deserves. Look in lus behalf« O 
God, on the face of thine Anointed. He has often 
imprecated damnation on himself and others; for<* 
give him these hellish crimes, and let him find 
mercy. Mercy, mercy, we ask for him, and we 
adc it for the sake of our blessed Lord thjr Son 
Jesus Christ* 

Alasy bow hard is his heart! Strike thou, the 
rqpk, and the waters of penitent sorrow shall flow. 
He has (as it were) struggled for bis destructioOy 
and strove to pluck down ruin on his guilty head; 
yet let not thine anger burn against him tor ever. 
O cast a look of compassion on him^. Receive his 
spirit whenever he dies, and he will be one of the 
greatest monuments of thy grace. It is an omni*^ 
potent action to save the most undone ! Spare, par- 
don, bless, even him, who confesses, that he is one 
of the vilest of the sons of men : raise him from a 
sick bed, restore his health, and may he live to 

E raise thee, and finally be received into thine ever- 
tsting kingdom, through Jesus Christ. Amen. 

A prayer with one who is in a doubtful state. 

See page 9. 

Almighty God, the creator of all things^ 
adored be thy power and wisdom, in all the works of 
thine hands. When we consider the human frame, 
fcMrmed for an exi«(tence not only in the present, 
but in a future state of happiness or misery, may 
we be suitably impressed with a sense of the value 
of our immortal souls. Grant, O Lord, that this 
our sick brother^ who is ntjw aflSicted with this 
disease, which reminds him of the certainty of 
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death, >may have such a sense of bis situation as a 
sinner, that he may be truly concerned about the 
salvation of his soul. Teach him to consider the 
cause of his present affliction, and the ends to be 
answered by this dispensation of Providence. Nor 
let him be thoughtless of what may be the event of 
it, but remember, that he may^ and will be, sum- 
' moned to appear before thee as the Judge of the 
world. 

May he look on his former conduct, and exa- 
mine it by thy holy law. So teach him by thy 
Spirit, that be may see the evil of sin, and truly 
repent of it. May he examine his heart, and not 
be deceived with the false hope of salvation, if des- 
titute of " repentance unto life," and saving fitdi 
in our Lord Jesus Christ. Grant, we earnestly 
beseech thee, O Lord, that this sickness may be 
the means of purifying his heart, and leading him 
to Christ, the only Redeemer of sinners. 'Let 
him not depart oiit of this world till his peace 
with thee be secured, and he be prepared by thy 
grace for a state of endless joy, through the ope- 
ration of faith in Jesus Christy thy Son^ and our 
Lord. Amen. 

A prayer with one in a good state. 
See page 11. 

O GOD of all grace and mercy, look with an eye 
of compassion on this thy sick servant, and have 
mercy on him, through the mediation of thy well- 
beloved Son. He has sinned against thee, yet he 
has hope, when he looks to thine infinite mercy 
through Christ, the Redeemer, and to the cove- 
nant of grace. We plead for him the sacrifice 
and merits of thy Son, and the promises of for- 
giveneBS through him. He condemns himself, but 
do not thou, Cf Lord, coitdemn hion. . <^ Cast him 
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<' not away from thy presence," nor sentence him 
P9 depart from thee with the workers of iniquity. 
Are tnere not multitudes in heaven who were once 
like him and us sinners on earth ? Let thy mercy 
also be glorified in his forgiveness and salvation. 
He asks not for liberty to sin again, but for deli- 
verance from evevy sinful inclination. Give him 
the renewal of thy Holy Spirit, even a new and 
divine nature, that he may be ^^ holiness to the 
M Lord.'' Enlighten him with the saving know- 
ledge of thyself, and thy Son Jesus Christ. Fill 
him with thy love, that his heart may wholly de- 
light in thee. .Let thy kingdom and glory, thy 
word and thy ways, be his and our frequent medi- 
tilion. Let our treasure be iti heaven; and there 
let us daily converse. 

Put thy fear into our hearts, that we may never 
depart from thee. Let this world be crucified to 
us,' and we to the world, by the cross of Christ. 
Enable us to walk not aAer the flesh, but after the 
spirit. Keep us from ever *^ walking in th^ coun- 
^^ sel of the ungodly, or standing in the way of ain- 
' '^ ners, or sitting in the seat.of the scornful." Biess 
us with all the means for our sanctification an4 
salvation. May we never forget the covenant of 
our God. Help us by thy Spirit to quench the 
first motive of sin ; and so fortify us against all 
temptations, that we *^ may be more than con- 
•^' querors through him who hath loved us.'^ Pre- 
pare us for sufierings and death, that we may yield 
our departing souls into the faithful bands of our 
Redeemer. 

We beseech thee by thy word and Spirit to con- 
vince and convert unconverted sinners, and to 
turn them ^* from darkness to light, and from. the 
*^ power of Satan to God," that they also with us 
m|ty receive the forgiveness (^ sins, and an inherit- 
ance among them who are sanctified <^'by faith, 
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^^ which is in Christ Jesus." In him may we be 
found and accepted, both living and »dying ; and'^' 
to him be everlasting praise. Amen. 

A prayer with one under grievous pain. 

See p. 45* 

vf GOD, our refuge and strength^ who art a pre- 
sent help in the time of trouble, we most earnestly 
besj^ch thee graciously to look down upon this 
our Slick brother, and to send him ease and com- 
fort, if it be thy blessed will, in this time of his 
very great distress. 

"We acknowledge, O Lord, the justice of thy 
dealings with him, and that he has deserved much 
greater pains than he now feels. May he never 
therefore murmur or repine under any affliction 
thou seest fit to lay upon him. Give him a meek 
and quiet submission to thy will, that he may wait 
. with patience till thou shalt think fit to deliver 
him. 

Suffer not the extremity of his pain to transport 
him' into any rash or unbecoming expressions, or 
cause him to entertain an hard thought of thy 
providence ; but whatever evil, pain, or sorrow he 
may feel, let him still love thee, still believe thee 
to be a kind and merciful Father, even whilst thou 
art smiting and correcting him. 

And, O blessed Lord, that he may be enabled 
to do this, strengthen and support him in thy 
great mercy with the consolations of thy Holy 
Spirit, and lay no more on him than thou wilt 
enable him to bear. We know thai thou canst 
deliver him : in thee therefore do we trust. Sanc- 
tity this grievous affliction to him, this violent 
pain ; and suffer not the torment of it to shake the 
constancy of his soul, nor the length of it to weary 
out the strength of his patienet*/ May it produce 
in him the fruits of a sincere repentance 5 and may 
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opportunities of instruction, with which thou hast 
blessed all in this nation, however poor or illite- 
rate. Awaken him lo a desire of improving the 
remainder of life thou mayci^t allot him, to a fiir- 
ther acquaintance with what thou hast done for 
him. Make him sensible of his many transgres- 
sions against thee his* Maker, that he may seethe 
necessity of repentance, and of the atonement made 
by our Lord for his offences. Open his eyes, and 
Hoften his heart, that he may discern and receive 
him, whom thou hast set forth to be a projii^tion) 
even Jesus Christ ; that he may know hiorlfid the 
power of his resurrection ; ana may learn, that hiSj 
sufferings were designed to make room for our ac- 
ceptance, on our sincere repentance ; not to jusliry 
or excuse us in the vohmtary ignorance, or conti- 
nued violation, or neglect of our duty. 

Teach him to acknowledge the sacrifice of his 
Redeemer, as the meritorious cause of all his hopes, 
and to testify this acknowledgment not in words 
only, but in a sincere conversion of heart, and 
amendment of life, as the only condition of these 
hopes; and do thou, O Lord, in mercy, we hum- 
bly beseech thee, accept of his imperfect knowledge 
of thee, and late return to thee, for the sake of thy 
Son our Saviour Jesus Christ. Annen. 

A prayer for one in old age, especially in his sickness; 
which may be used by the sick himself, or any other jo^ 
him. See p. 62, 

" Cast me not off, O Lord, in the time of old 
" age : forsake me not when my strength failetb 
** me." (Ps. Ixxi. 9.) Assist me by thy grace to 
repent of all my transgressions, and to reform 
every thing in my past conduct, which has been 
displeasing to thee, my God, and inconsistent with 
my Christian profession, privileges, and hopes. 
Support me, O Lord, under the decline of na- 
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tare, and while my outward man decays; may the 
inner man be renewed day by day. Help me to 
be an amiable example of piety; to glorify thee, O 
my God, and thy Son Jesus Christ, my Lord; to 
be a credit to religion ; and by frequent declara- 
tions of what thou hast done for me, encourage my 
successors, and the rising generation, (so tar as 
my influence may extend,) " to follow those who 
" through faith and patience inherit the promises" 
(Heb. vi. 12,) 

Make me ever mindful of my own frailty, of the 
shortness and uncertain^ of -this life, and of the 
certainty and eternity of the next. May neither 
sickness nor death ever surprise me unawares, and 
find me unprepared. O thou God of hope^ fill 
me with all joy and peace in believing, and make 
me to abound in hope, through the power of the 
Holy Ghost (Rom. xv. 13.) 

My remaining^ days I am sensible are but very 
few in the course of nature ; and probably fewer, 
as I have now so many and increasing bodily in^ 
firmities. May these last days be my besttiays ; and 
though I may wholly be laid aside from active ser- 
vices, may I still in a small degree be glorifying 
thee, and benefiting some of my fellow-creatures, 
by my passive duties and suffering piety. ** Lord, 
" increase my faith ;" and may that faith be evl*- 
denced by a* cheerful resignation, humUe patience^ 
amiable contentment, daily thanksgiving, and ear* 
nest supplications for mercy* 

Mercy, goocl Lord, mercy I ask. 

This is the total sum ; 
For mercy. Lord, is all my suit ; « 

O let that mercy come. 

May I shew in my whole behaviour the peculiar 
power and consolations of Christianity, even in the 
most trying and awful seasons. May I renounce 
all self-confidence; and " whe^ my heart wd ftedi 
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<< shall bil, be thou, O God, the strength of my 
*^ heart, and my portion for ever/* (Ps. Ixxiii. 26.) 
When this world, and all that inhabit it, shall be 
dissolved, may I then be found to have been a true 
belie^ter in Christ, and may a residence be allotted 
me (free from pain, diseases, old age, and death) 
in those mansions of ))li8S promised to all his faith- 
ful followers by our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 

A prayer with one in iickness, who has lioed religiouslyt 
and is prepared for death. See p. 39. 

O THOU great Lord of life and death, of earth 
and heaven, me Giver of all spiritual grace, we 
kneel down before thee^ hmnbly to petition tbee 
for the. support of this thy faithful servant now on 
the confines of death. Thy mercy bronght him 
into the world, kept him from a thousand Gangers, 
and gave him innumerable blessings of life and 
"godliness. Thy mercy convinced and converted 
nimj renewed and sanctified his heart) and formed 
Christ in him. O amazing mercy, that be is not 
dyin^ in an impenitent and unconverted state ! 

He thanks thee for the means of grace, and the 
hope of glory. He thanks thee for the fruits of 
Canaan through the wilderness, and now on the 
brink of Jordan. He thanks thee (ot the cordials 
of thy great and precious promises, and that they 
are now as precious as ever. 

He covenanted with thee for eternal life, as the 
gift of thy free grace, through Jesus Christ his 
Lord, In his naihe he clain)s it. To thine hand 
he commfts his departing spirit. He is thine, save 
him : he has fled to thy Son's cross : he has re- 
nounced all dependence on any worthiness of his 
own ! he comes to thee as a sinner, believing ia 
Christ for pardon and salvation. Let him have 
his lot among the followers of Christ. He knows 
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in the hands of the good Shepherd : he thanks 
thee, that, aftel* this long absence, thou art calling 
him to his glorious eternal* home: but forsake 
not, O Lord, the world he is leaving: defend thy 
church universal, from which he is removing. 
Having purchased it at an ipestimable price, still 
guard it, purify it, and unite it more and more, 
till all flesh shall see thy salvation. 

Let hrsfew remaining moments on earth be spent 
For thy glory; Whatever his body may su£Per, let 
bis soul be rising ^<' to thd .'general assembly and 
'^ church of the first-born, to the innumerable 

* company of angels, and to the spirits of just 

* men made perfect." Let faith be strong in the 
ASt hour. Let him ascend in the chariot of love 
nd praise, and for ever '** sing the song of Moses 
^ and the Lamb." Even so, come Lord Jesus, 
ome surely, and come quickly. Amen. 

i prayer with one in sickness, who has lived irreligiously, 
and is unprepared for death. See p. 40. 

W OST merciful God, who permittest us to ap^ 
troach thy throne of grace, to express our wants, 
nd to implore thine assistance, hear our prayers^ 
re humbly beseech . thee, for this our distressed 
3llow-creature. O reject him not while in pain 
ad sorrow, and when with anguish oS mind fot 
;n and guilt he . flies to thy grace in Christ* 
i^hough he has trifled away the day of his salva- 
axij say not, it is now too late. Thy promises 
re large and free. Pity his misery and forgive 

* See a ver^ useful little treatise by Dr. Watts, entitled, " Deaths 
Heaven, and the Happiness of separate Spirits ;" in which he has 
lened such a view of the heavenly employments, as has a ten- 
ncy to reconcile us to death, and to create ia us a willingness 
depart out of this world into the next ; consequently it weU de» 
rves the notice of ev'eiy sincere; Christian. 
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lus idiquttiety through the only Redeeooiev ^ lo9^ 
^uls. 

If the sufierinffs of his body seem «o grievous, 
how shall his soulbear thy wrath for ever ! O g&vi 
him repentance unto life ! Lei thy Spirit reneiR 
his heart, and sanctify his affliction^ to take away fail 
amS) and to make him partaker of thy holiness 
Lord, spare him a little, to make better prepara* 
tion for his great change, before he goes hence 
and be no more seen. He dreads to appear befon 
thy bar in an unpardoned and uiiholy state ; renev 
his days on earth ; atid renew his mind, that h< 
may live to God and Christ, to holiness and hea- 
ven. He has abused thy patience and forbear 
ance, lost his precious time, and forfeited life and 
hope. He foresaw this da}', but he took no warn- 
ing. He is in dread of his sins, and of thy Justice 
and holmess. O eternity ! Lotd, try liim once 
more with a day of grace. Cut not off his time, 
till he is ready for eternity. He condemns him- 
self, but do not thou condemn him. Sanctify him 
by thy Spirit, wash him in thy Son's bloody and 
give him such a sight of heaven by fnith and hopCj 
that he may willingly die, and come to thee. 

His sin halh aboumled, let thy grace mud 
more abound. Glorify thy grace in Christ by hia 
pardon, acceptance, and eternal life. Throuj " 
the all-sufficient Saviour let him be reconciled 
thee, adopted into thy family, and be made an beif 
of glory, tmd a joint-heir with Jesus Christ. Wbej 
ther he lives or dies, he desires to be thine. Ti 
thee, O thou God and Father of mercies, he giv< 
up himself; and O that he could with joyful conf 
dence call thee his reconciled God and Fatherl 
Though he deserves nothing but to dwell for (BVI 
with condemned spirits, yet fill him now with 
grace and love, and Bt death receive him to t! 
glory, diat with angels and saints he may praif 
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his Greatofi, Redeemer, and Sanctifier for ever and- 
ever. Ameo. 



A' coti/enkm of tin tfitd peHtumi for pardon, to hefrk^ 
quentl^ used by the $ick hinuetf, for hU ftumiltalm. 
See jp. 127, 157. 

I COKFElSS, O Lord, und lament before thee 
my innumerable sins of omission and commission; 
**the pride and naughtiness of my heart;'* my 
neglect of the joieans of grace, and the hope of 
glory ; the violations of mjn conscience ; the vanity 
of my mind; the violence of my passions; the 
want of love to thee, my God, and thy Son Jesus 
Clirist, the cdmpassionate Kedeemer ; the coldness 
and wanderings of mv devotions; my eartlily- 
roindedtiess ; my carnal security ; my unthankful- 
ness amidst abundant mercies; my impatience in 
time of affliction; my unbelief, and hardness of 
heart ; my sinful conduct towards my fellow-crea- 
tures ; and the dishonour I have in many instances 
brought on thy holy name. 

These sins, O Lord, I acknowledge ; and that I 
have committed them against mucli Kght, atid 
great love. I deserve to fall under tlie curse of 
that law, which I have broken, and to be deprived 
of all the blessing of that Gospel, which I haYe^ 
alas I too often disre«irded. 

But spare me, O Lord, ^are me: punish me 
not according to my deserts ; deliver me from those 
dreadful evils, t6 whfcli I have exposed myself by 
sinning against thee. Mercifully receive this my 
confession ; grant me true repentance ; as^st me 
by thy Holy Spirit; and bring me at len^h to 
those mansions of bliss promised to every sincere 
believer in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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■ Affwivtj^ oiM w^ u seeming^ paai aU hapei oj 
recovery. See p. 89, 106. 

O THOU, who art « the God of our lives, and 
'< the length of our dav«," (Dent. xxx. SO.) the 
Creator^ Preserver, an<i Benefactor of men, and 
die ever-present Helper of those who put their 
trust in thee, look with an eye of compaasion on 
this our nfl9icted brother, (or si3ter,) who aippears 
to be drawing nigh to the borders of eternity. Be 
gracious unto him according to the necessity c^his 
case^ and the multitude of thy tender mercies in 
Christ Jesus. In the closing scenes of his life 
place him under thine almighty arm of defence, 
and support. Ease Uts dying bed ; enlighten tke 
dark *' valley of the shadow of death;'* give him 
the inward comforts arising from the fundamental 
truths of the Gospel, its merciful invitations, and 
the glorious prospect it opens to our view, termi- 
nating in eternal life. Enable him to overcome 
the sharpness of death, and render his passage 
from this world to the next not only safe, but as 
little painful as the nature of the disease and other 
circumstances will permit. Let deaths so dreadful 
to many, appear to him as a friendly messenger, 
to introduce his soul into the habitatibns of the 
blessed. 

Whmt follows between the crotchets may^ be txdded or 
omHted, <u occasion may require, 

[Forgive hkn, gracious God, that he has no 
better answered hi||, obligations; that he has no 
better improved his time and advantages; that he 
hks so litde "Studied thy will and thy glory; and 
that he has beeil so careless hi the performance of 
the duties of his various connections and relations; 
that he lias so little promoted the goodness and 
happiness of his fellow-creatures, and that he haft 
been so negligent in the requisite improvements hie 
ought daily to have made in religious habits, and| 
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aa beaveixly temper. Spare him, O Lord^ fpfire 
hkH) notwidistaiiding bis aggravated sins, and av^t 
from him the judgments be has so justly deserved.] 
Be thou '^ his strong hold and resort" while in 
this world, and his eternal portion in the next ; so 
that, whenever thou shalt be pleased to remove 
him hence, he may have some hope through the 
means of grace of dwelling with thee in glory ever- 
lasting, through the merits and mediation of Jesus 
Christ oyr Lord, Redeemer, and Advocat?. Amen. 

A prayer to he used, with a dying person. 

See page lliS. 

•Cuf REAT God, thou livest for ever, but we are lill 
dying creatures : we have no power over our own 
lives to retain our spirits when demanded by thee : 
our breath is in thine hand; and thou dost what- 
ever pleaseth thee in heaven, and amongst the in- 
habitants of the earth. Thou bast brought down ^ ]" 
this our brother to the gates of deaths <^to the ^fL 
*« sides of the pit." (Isaiah xiv, 15.) Thou we w 
know art also able to raise him up, and to' restore 
him to life ; but as thou seemest to take away all 
hope of longer life on earth, we resign him to thee, 
our God, to do with him what seemest good in thy 
sight: only cast him not off for ever, shew ynercy 
to his soul now in the hour of death, and in the 
day of judgment. 

As thou deniest all intercession for more time, 
and leavest us little or no ground to pray for his 
recovery, we beg a safe passage for him, some 
hope and comfort in his last hours ; and when the 
soul launches into eternity, may it be the care of 
some kind angel, and be carried up lo heaven. 

And, seeing every man in his best estate is va- 
nity, that there is no man living who shall not see 
death, let us all te preparing to go to our. long 
home, that, when our turn to die cometh, we may 
not quit this mortal scene with an heavy heart, 
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confuted accounts, and dreadful fetiTs; but may- 
depart in peace, sleep in Jesus, and find ourselves 
safe in our Redeemer's love, on the other side of 
tha grave. 

Raise up others to repair the breaches thou hast 
made and art making in femilies, towm, and 
churches; and mav we be <* followers of them 
^* -who through faith and patience inherit the pro- 
«« raises*/' 

Let us remember how short our time is, a va- 
pour, a shadow, which quickly passes away ; how 
sure death is, and how awful eternity : bv these 
considerations may we be hustened to fulfil our 
course, work, and journey, that we may finish all 
well. We earnestly pray, that this may be the 
happy case of each of us, through the merits of our 
Loid and only Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

J praifer with one who it oppressed hf anxious doubts mnd 
unreasonable fears as to his spiritual state. See p. 8B« 

From Mr. Kettlewell. ' 

O LORD, our God, we come unto thee in behalf 
of this thy servant, whose soul is cast down, and 
disquieted vithin him, from an apprehension that 
he is under thy displeasure, and will not be ac- 
cepted by thee. He questions whether he has not 
too much presumed on the goodness and safety of 
his condition, without a proper foundation for it : 
and for this the*isorrows of his heart are enlarged, 
aiid he is brought very low. To thee therefore we 
pray on his account, tnat thou wouldest h.e pleased 
to hear him speedilvy and to bring his soul out of 

i)rison. Remove from him we entreat thee all 
rightful apprehensions, at i perplexing doubts and 
scruples aDout his duty, which will either hinder 
him from doing it at all, or make him to do U 
heavily, and wiHi a troubled mind. 
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Make hinoatisfied and settled in a right under*- 
standing of all good things, and careful in the oh* 
servimee of them; and do thou dispel by the light 
of thy (K)untenance all these mists of darkness, 
'vhicbi cloud and obscure his soul, that he may not 
ha unnecessarily dejected and distrustfai of himself^ 
<»r diahonourably doubtful of thee. Deliver him 
xom all his offences, which may provoke thee to 
hide. thy face from him, and make him so mudi a 
Htranger to thy peace and comfort; and cause him 
to be deligbteid with doing thy will, and to place 
hi9 chief satisfaction in so acting, as is most agree- 
able to thee. Enable him to look beyond those, 
dofubts and fears, which so frequently obstruct his 
comforts here^ to that blessed state, where there 
are ndther doitbts nor fears; and may he derive 
(^reaent support froEni the hope of attaifiing to it, 
through the merits of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.^ 

A prayer with one who is grievously tormented by wicked 
and blasphemous thoughts. See p. 29. 

From Mr. KettlewelL 

11*061' gracious Gddj who' aloiii^ by the power 
of tjhy Spirit art able to cure' our sickness, and 
ovel*coctie tfce«ffrtfliness of bur minds, protect this 
our brother;'we humbly and earnestly entreat thee, 
against all profane doubts and mistrusts of thy 
truths, and against all blasphemous thoughts and 
suggestions relating to divine things, which either p 
h.»4 own melancholy and disordered faricy, or the 
busy and wicked foe of mankind, ar^ ready to re- ^ 
pw?sc«t artd's'iiggest to him. 

Never suffet* such thoughts, O God, to stagger 
and weaken his faith, lo obstruct him in hh Clrth^ 
tiaft' cour^, nor to^ be by their wearisome- con- 
flicts a paitt" atad btirdfen lo his life. Preserve YAta 
ng*'dnly frdm the sitf, hot (if it may • seem good to 
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A prayer which may he used by one under great deject 

tfmind, 

iljOST blessed and gracious God, who only 
canst heal a wounded spirit, and quiet a troubkd 
miad, look with pity on that load of misery and 
oppression I feel within me, but am not able to 
express. Unto thee do I pray for help, O thou 

EQst Physician both of body and soul. Up- 
ild and comfort my weak and dejected spirit; 
strengthen it against all inordinate vain fears and 
temurs. As thou alone cans! relieve me, so uoto 
thee 1 piray for relief. O hear my most earnest 
aqfipKcation, and make me tf> poasess an eaej) 
quiet, and cheerful spirit. My trust is in thee: I 
aide this, O Lord, as the greatest of blessings thou 
oansi bestow on me next to the pardon of my sins: 
I ask it, because I cannot ei^oy any other of tby 
blessings without it ; I ask it of thee, because tbou 
ak>ne canst give it. And, if thou art pleased to 
glorify thy goodnessi in granting this my most 
aacnesfe request, then will I endeavour to serve tliee 
biShfiiUy with a cheerful and most thankful heart, 
and< glorify thy goodness all the remainder of P7 
life^ through Jeaus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A ptayer with one to^ if in a state of detpair* See p< 3^* 

From Mr. Lewis. ' 

Almighty God, the aid of all who need, and^ 
the helper of them who flee to thee for succour, ac^i 
cept we beseech thee the prayers which we now pufcl 
up for this our brother, labouring under the dismsM 
apprehensions of thine anger. O who may stand 
in thy sight when once tliou art angry 1 H» 
flesh trembles for fear of thee, and he is afraid of 
thy judgments. He i^ not able to bear up under 
the thoughts, that thy ^* mercy is clean gone/' an^ 
that thoiTwilt shew him favour no more. 
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But do'^ ncVBhou, O God, enter into judgment 
with him. Make him sensible, that though *^ the 
*^ wages of sin be death^ yet the gift of God is 
*^ eternal life;'! that thou desirest not the death of 
a sinner, and art not willing that any should 
perish; diat thou always punishest less than we 
deserve, and in the midst of judgment rememberest 
mercy. Set this home on his mind, that so he 
may oe brought oflTfrom his distrust of thy mercy, 
and from thinking his sins unpardonable. 

Preserve him from all temptations to, self-de- 
struction. Either remove the suggestions, or enable 
him to withstand them. Keep him in the ob- 
servance of every duty enjoined. . Continue him 
iQ the use of the ordinances of the Gospel ; and 
though be finds no present comfort in them, yet 
grant him perseverance, in hope that at last he shall 
receive the blessings and advantages of them. Let 
thy grace be sufficient for him in all his trials and 
distressed, and bring him, we humbly entreat thee, 
from this despairing condition, to rejoice in the 
better knowledge and practice of his duty. ** From 
^^ thy wrath and from everlasting damnation, good 
*^ Lord, deliver him," for his sake who suffered on 
the cross, and there made a full, perfect, and suffi- 
cient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction for the 
Bins of the whole world. Hide not thy face from 
him, .but revive his despairing soul with a sense of 
thy love, the hopes of thy pardon, and the joy of 
thy salvation, that so he may be raised again from 
this state of despair, and may shew with dadness 
B^hat thou hast done for his soul. All which we 
tiumbly beg in the name and for the sake of thy 
Son Jesus Christ the righteous. Aipen, 
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A prayer wih one who is prenmptlKs, See p. 3%. 

From Dr. DodwelL 

Almighty God, who of thy undesenei 

goodness and compassion hast promised forgivoief 

to penitent sinners, enable us, we humbly oeseea 

tbee, by true repentance to partake of thy gracio^ 

promise. To enforce that repentance, make us ew 

mindful that the best of us are no b^ter tha 

sinners, and that we owe our pardon wholly to tl 

mercy in Christ Jesus, and not to our own meri 

We confess, O Lord, we h^ve nothing proper 

.oiir own but sin apd misery, and enjoy notbiii 

valuable in us but by thy free gift. We canw 

dp good but by thy grace, nor avoid sufieriog h\ 

bjr Uiy providence : convince apd ren^iiid us ml) \ 

£ord, and this our sick brother in particular, ^ 

this great tmtli, that we spbsisl; bgr thy mercy, ai| 

eqwuly o^ed in our temporal as well as oqr spinti^ 

cqncerps thy gracious and continual protectkx 

Give him the sense and grace to reSeott that! 

iav^t apply for acceptiince in that method oniyi 

which thou hast been pleased to offer it, and if I 

l^Viiljd^ his hope on any other foundation than tl 

t^rms of the Gospel, he will certainly deceive hii 

self. 14^^ ^^^ sensible, that it is more easy ai 

more dangerous to think too well of himself tb 

too ill, and that t;he doctrines ^0}A precepts of i 

velation prohibit nothing more strongly than sd 

esteem .and selfrsufficiency« Subdue in him thel 

fore we pray thee, and help him to subdue in hii 

self, every aspiring and presumptuous thought, 

founded on nothing yrithin him, and defeatii 

every assistance from without. Make him to tbii 

and know, that he is <* less than the least of ^ 

*^ mercies," (Gen. xxxii. 10.) that he fails too oft 

in known instances of duty, and that at the b^^^^ 

is but an unprofitable servant. Guard him aga^i' 
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3ie deceitftilness of his own hearty that he may 
leither mistake in the reality nor in the value of 
lis performances ; but that he may " work out his 
'salvation with fear and trembling." Whilst he 
tims at doing his duty, make him sensible how 
>ften he fails iri it; and that his only hope is in 
fi'esenting with humility his imperfect services to 
bine acceptance, through the merits and mediation 
f thy Son our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

t prayer which inaybe used by a notorious sinner , who hies 
deferred his repentance tUl witkin a short time before 
^his death. See p. 131. 

Almighty God, and merciful Father of the 
iirits of A\ flesh, graciously hear, I bipseech thee, 
le penitent stippl'tcation of a miserable sinner, 
seply sensible ofhis guilt and wretchedness; and 
6fW humbly desirous of casiting himself ort thy 
lercy thi*ough thy blessed Son Jesus Christ, who 
^ his bitter sufiPerings and death has atoned thy 
rful justice, and opened a new and living way to 
ly favour in behalf of all such as with truly con- 
ite heartfr desire to return to thee. 
I ha^^w sinnetl with grlet^us aggravation ; hate 
Ot only oflfended thy justice, and dared thy aveftg- 
ig power, but have abused thy goodness, slighted 
le gracious ^calls of thy providence and Gospel, 
id shamefully indulged the corruptions of my own 
•art, to the great dishonour of thy holy name, and 
e injury of my fetlovt-cteatures. My guilt is too 
'eat for me to express, and such as no created 
>wer can rerftbte; and I corifess the righteous- 
^ss of the sentence, which appoints me to suffer 
om thy justice the pains of evelrlaialting punish- 

ent. 
But, O Lord most merciful, thou hast gra- 
3usly declared, ^Hhefe is forgiveness with thee;'* 
that thou desirest not the death of a sinner, but 
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<<diat.he should repent and liye;'* that thy Son 
Jesus Christ not only died for sinners, even the 
chief of sinDers, but also that he now liveth at thy 
right hand to make intercession for them, that they 
may be brought to repentance ; and so, returning 
unto thee with unfeigned sorrow for their past 
oflfences, with a lively faith in him, and with a 
sincere endeavour after obedience to thy will, they 
may be forgiven and admitted to the enjoyment of 
eternal life. 

Encouraged by this most gracious goodnes^ I 
would fain look up to thy offended Majesty with 
some hope even in these lost moments of a very 
sinful lite. O Lord, the most merciful God of 
salvation, ^< cast me not away from thy presence," 
I beseech thee, but for thy mercy'a sake, in Christ 
Jesus, have compassion on me; support me in the 
awful hour of death, and admit me into thy blissfol 
presence in the kingdom of glory, there to adore 
and praise thee world without end. Amen. 

« 

N. B. This prayer may be used occasionally by fl 
dying profligate^ or by a condemned malefactor. But 
for prayers of this kind see Dr. Dodd's <' Exhortations 
" and Prayers for the instruction and comfort of male- 
factors under imprisonment for capital offences, and 
more particularly for those under sentence ef death." 
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Another prayer to the $ame effect ^ which may he uxd ioUh 
a naioriout sinner. See p. 134. 

Almighty and everlasting God, Creator and 
Lord of all worlds, we kneel before the ^throne of 
thy grace to petition thee in behalf of this our sick 
brother, who has most grievously sinned against 
thee. He owns himself thy creature^ and in thee 
he lives, moves, and has his being; that thou hast 

Eiven him a reasonable and immortal soul, snd 
ast made him subject to thy most wise, righteous, 
and gracious government. 
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But, O Lord, he has rdbelled Asainst thee, he 
has in inmuiDerable and notorious instances trans- . 
grassed thy equitable laws, defied thy awful jas* . 
tice, and slighted and abused thy great mercy, 
which has so often kindly warned him of his guilt 
and danger, and called him to repentance, by the 
most tender and condescending motii^es. Gracious 
God ! be is ashamed of his baseness, presumption, 
and ingratitude : he confesses his sins bdSbre thee 
with the deepest humiliation. He acknowledges . 
the justice of that sentence of condem'natiou, which 
his conscience by thine authority has pronounced 
on him; and that it is of thy unaeserved' goodness 
and long-suffering that he is not utterly and for 
ever^ undone, given up to darkness, despair, and 
misery in another world. 

Adored be thy name^ that there is forgiveness 
with thee through the blbod of thy Son Jesus 
Christy and that if any sinner <* forsake his evil 
"thoughts and ways, and turn unto thee, thou ^ 
" wilt have mercy on him, and abundantly pardon.'* 
(Isai. Iv. 7.) On this mercy he would now humbly 
cast himself. O most gracious Grod and Father, 
let the precious blood, which thy Son Jesus Christ 
shed on the cross for sinners, plead for him ; let 
thy grace this way manifested be indeed applied 
to his conscience to ''purge it from dead works, 
" that it may serve thee the living God.'' Griant, 
we beseech thee, the gracious influences of thy 
Holy Spirit further to enlighten his benighted, 
mind ; to purify his aflfections; and to quicken his 
prayers with new and spiritual life. 

He desires to thank thee for what he has read 
or heard of thy mercy through Jesus Christ 5 and 
that thou hast so far awakened his conscience, and ' 
^ disposed his heart to seek thy mercy. He entreats 
thee, most gracious God, to impress it still deeper 
with these things ; to quicken more and more Jus 
repentance ana faith ; and so to r^ew and purify 
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hh whole Batuve, tiiat lie may spend the shott 
reaaaiHS o£ hh life in thy true &eur, fiad at the 
awfal boar of death thy graciims siipport, be at 
last necdired into thine adorable presence, and en- 
jay die Uessings o£ thine beayeiily kingdom* 

Hear us^ most mereifiil God, and grant these 
oar eaimetft reqneatS) in the bdbalf of our sick bro- 
tt^p, a most miserable sinner. O hear ns for the 
sdceof thy Sott Jesus Christ, our only Mediator 
and Advocate, and thus ^drify the. riches of thy 
grace in his^ Mtlration. Amen. 

A pnaifer ^ Bianatseh, ka^ of Judah^ (takai from Uie 
' Jpoar^pM,) for mercy and pardm^ when be- wa» im- 
pri^nei^ (9 4 4»wgf9^ 0i 9<»hti^ ;. smtablfi to oity noUh 
rious sinner, who is trulff penitenJt^ 

^ Compare this prayer with- 9 Chron. xxxHi. 

Q l^QRD^; Alii^ighty God, whaha^t ma<l^ hoaven 
a^d earthf wijt^ all tb^ ofnameots thereof, who has. 
bound th^ sb^ by th^ word of thy commaudn^ent, 
who b?^, sji^i^ MP the deep, apd s^ea^ it bj thy 
terriUi? and f^pj^ious name; whoqi all men, fear, 
aiptfi trc^pWfi before tiby power; fw th^ ipajfsty of. 
thy glory cannpt be borne; ai^ tby angry tbreat- 
eiung towards sini^e^s h i^supp^^tal^le: but thy 
merciful p^gipi^ is unme^Livap^ axu^ uxv^ajrcb* 
able^ for tfapi^ art; tbe ti^ost higb l<of (!• of g/reat 
C9<i(kp ^iviH Ip^l'^fuffeiri^^ ve/Tj} inerqfi4,^ ^ re- 
potest of thie ev^s^ (^xaei^. 

, Thc^ O X4¥^ accpr4wg to thy gr^at gpod- 
ness, hast promised rep^t^nce ap4 fprgiy^n^ to 
them i^^q We sinned ^^V^i the^^ w4 of.ti^e 
iqfinit^ j^ejfcie^, hapt appointed r^pe^tj^^:;^ lip, ^^ 
nar% tb^t tfe^ n^j? bi^ «A^.; dj^w dj^efer^ O 
I^Q^d* wboi *rt tb^. Q94 of tfce^ ji^ haift iipt aj^ 

PWWM^. WBe?Rt^»pj9 to ly^e ijB^*5 blft^ tj^pij, h#st 

> 

• The wQidB of our Lord are, "joy sh^ te 1^ heaven over one 
'^ llimar Uutt repeiilelilit m^^rfr Hum over ^bmy wM nine juit fVf- 
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appointed repentance unto me, who am a sinner, 
for I have sinned above the number of the/sands 
of the sea. « 

My transgressions, O Lord, are multiplied ; and 
I am not worthy to behold and see the height of 
heaven, for the multitude of mine iniquities; [I 
am bowed down with many iron hands, that 1 can- 
not lift up Qiy head, neither have any release;] 
for I hlive provoked thy wrath, and done evil be-- 
fore thee ; I did not thy will^ neither kept I thy 
commandments. 

Now therefore I bow the knee of mine heart, 
beseeching thee df grace : I bave sinned, O LomI, 
and I acknowledge toy iniquities; wfaorcfiire I hnln- 
bly beseech tfaee forgive mey ^itd destroy me not : 
be not tangi^r with ^me for '«»Kr, by-reserving es^il 
foir me; neither condemn me into the lower parts 
of the earth : for ^thou art the God, even the Gpd 
of them' who repent; and in me thou'^ilt sh^w 
all thy goodness, for thou >ilt save nie, who am 
unworthy according to thy ^teat rhef cy : theref(n*e 
I will praise thee for ever fOl the days of my life ; 
fqr all the potrers oif {he iheaV^ns do praise thee, 
and thine is the glory '%^ ever and ever. Ainien. 

A InBjRSIFICATION ' OT 

THE PRAiyER OF MAiJASSEH. 

J prayitr^wiih idme*f»ho is skk,ftr ctmeMiOn Hn^lir ihi$ 

•iklausr. 

fxOD of the world, at length thy rule I own. 
And prostrate fall before thy boundless throne : 

** sons who need no repentance." Luke xv. 7. It ca;lnot be siip- 
poeed, that either Christ, oi* Manasseh, fneHht Uiat any manning, 
however Just tiO^txtSApiny in ther^ht of meti^ cwM »e^ no 
repentance ^ the sight of God. But the true mewung of it is, that 
those, who are here called just, do not need such' deep repentance, 
or an universal dhangeof mind and character, as= sinners in general 
want. 

Y 2 
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Thy power resistless trembling I confess^ 
la threatenings awful, but in love no less ! 

2. 
O what a blessing has that love assign^, 
By penitence to heal the wounded mind ! 
By penitence to sinners, who like me, 
More than th' unnumberM sands that shore the 

sea, . 
My crhnes acknowledge ; which of crimson dye, 
In all tJieir scarlet horrors meet my eye ! 

3. 
O eye, unworthy of the light of heaven ; 
O-sins too m6unt«noua to be forgiven ; 
O rebel to the law, and love divine, . 
How justly God's severest vengeance thine ( . 

But O, I bend my heart's obedient knee. 
In supplication, Lord, for grace to thee f 
Yes ! I have sinn'd; and I, confess the whok— ^^ 
Forgive me then, nor cast away my soul ! 
Save me from evil, from thine anger save. 
And snatch me from the dark^ untimely grave f 

s. 

Friend of the contrite, thou wilt pardon give; 
A monument of mercy I shall live ! 
And worthless as I am, for ever prove. 
That true repentance leads to savingiovo! 
That true repentance tunes to praise the heart, 
And in the choir of heav'n snail bear an ample' 
part ! 



Thus by affliction's deep correction taught, 
Manasseh to the Lord for mercy sought: 
By the kind chastening of a father's rod, 
Brought to the knowl^ge of himself and God ! 
Happy affliction, for such knowledge giv'n ; , 
And bless'd the dungeon which thus led to heav'n ! 
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A ptayer'loith one toho is a fn&e formdhsi, esptcially in 
his disregard to the spiritudlity and extenl^of the Ihi 
C^mnianiMtnts, 

See p.' 15, 16. 

O XfORD, to whom the beftrts of all men are 
op^n, tbou art a witness to all our actions^ anil ac- 
quainted with the motives of our conduct, tie^r 
our. prayer for this our sickbrother^ Grant, O 
XiOrdy that he may not be satisfied tvith having at- 
tended to the form of godliness without the power 
of religion on his heart.^ May he see the spiritual 
nature and wide extent of thy law, which directs 
the thoughts bf the hearty as well as the actions 
of life. May he remember, that thou seaxchest 
the 'heart, and that th^y are the acceptable wor- 
shippers, who not only present their bodies before 
thee as a reasonable sacrifice, but who wovship 
thee in spirit and in truth. SuSer him not to re«t 
«in any external forms, to which he has attended, 
but m^y he now see, that vital religion aifect^the 
heart, r^u^tes all the thought^ fixes thie soul 
on thyself as, the i^ntve .of happiii^s; atid, wht?n- 
ever he tnay dep^rt^putilof.this world, ^nayhe.be 
made fit to. be a partaker of the inheritance of the 
saints in light, through Jesus Christ our Xord. 
Amen. . - ' . 

A prayer to be u*ed by one who is sick, for re^iguation 
. . to the will of God. 

. From Dr, DodwelL 

Almighty God, who tnest me by various 
methods^ as thy wise providence seest most fit for 
me, I desire neither to be insensible of affliction, 
nor impatient und^r it. I desire to receive it as 
thy iust and fatherly correction ; to bear it with 
patienee, till 'fhOf^ sbfidt tliink fitto remoVe it;frbm 
i«ier and to iisi^rov^ it to the «nd foir wludh t6<Ai 
•hast sent H on-HiiBf. i know not whatsis good' and 

Y 3 
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proper for me; but I know enough to seethe 
danger of uninterrupted prosperity, and to be 
thankful ror such warnings of the insignificancy of 
all temporal advantages, which must shortly end 
for ever. I desire not only to be resigned to what- 
' ever thou shalt allot me, but to rejoice in thy 
choice for me ; and to make in all instances thy 
wil» my own. 

Under thy favour and protection distress and 
sufferings yield their comforts; and health and 
plenty are but curses when attended with thy dis- 
pleasure. Enable me thus to consider, and apply 
every event, which thy wisdom shall appoint to 
me ; that (whilst, as a creature, I can claim no 
privUeores, and, as a sinner, I have justly merited 
sufferings) I may, '^ looking to Jesus," learn to bear 
tny k>t contentedly; to enjoy gratefully each com- 
fort yet afforded me ; and to sustain, through Christ 
strengthening me, patiently and resignedly each 
calamity inflicted on me. ^^ Not my will, but thine 
<* be done.'' May 1 be prepared at all times to 
practise this important lesson, and give me grace to 
practise it at this time, now that sickness has over- 
taken me. Make it an happy prepanvtive for the 
'more innocent enjoyment of future health, if thou 
in mercy intendest me this farther blessing : or, 
if it be thy will to call me to thyself by th6 pro- 
gress of this distemper, make it the means of "pu- 
** rifying my heart by faith,'* (Acts xv. 9.) for the 
enjoyment of thy glorious presence, through the 
merits and mediation of our Lord and Saviour 
Je$U8 Christ. Amen. 

A prayer with one mho is sick, for consolation under his 
' . ' ' sickness. See p. 50. 

From Bp. Patrick. 

(jIlOSST gracious God, who by thy Son Jesus 
: Christ bast knit us altogether in one body, that we 
' should love one another ; and that if pne meipbef 
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into thy hands^ as into the hands of a merciful 
Creator; thus to remain with thee and thy Son 
Jesus. Christ for ever, in that blessed place^ where 
sin and death shall be no more. Amen. 

A proffer ttUh one who is aick, far faith in the promiseii 

See pw 106. 

ORACIOUS God, who hast given us many and 
exceeding precious promises, for the encouragement 
of our faith and hope amidst the variotis occur- 
rences of life, hear our prayer for this our sick 
brother. Help him to believe, that thou dost 
not afflict willingly hot grieve the children of 
men, and that thou wilt never leave nor fprsake 
those who trust in thee. When he reads that 
thou hast said) *^ Fear nbt^ for I am with thee; be 
*^ not dismayed, for I am thy God; yea, J will help 
** thee; yea, I will uphbld thee with the riffht hand 
•* of my righteousness */* may he rely on thy word, 
remembefmg that thou art able to perform what 
thou hast promised ; that thou art faithful, and wilt 
. perform all thy promises. May. he remember^ that 
though men mlay be mifdithful, though they may 
alter their purposes, or by changes in life be ren- 
dered incapable of fulfilling their engagements, 
" thou art not a man, that thou shouldest lie, nor 
^ the son of man, that thou shouldest repent,*' 
but that thy word shall be fulfilled. Help Ay ser- 
vant now to plead thv promises with thee. May 
they be his comfort m life, and support in death ; 
and may 'he, knowing in whom he has believed» 
commit his soul into the hands of thy Son, our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who will keep that with which^ 
he is entrusted by all his faithful followers, and 
present them faultless before the throne of his Fa- 
ther; to whom with the Son and the Holy Ghost 
be endless praises. Amen. 

* Isaiah xli. 10. 
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Apmyer wM one v)ho it skk, and m great need of sleep, 

jMoST gracious Godj thy mercies in Chriat Jesus 
surpass all our thoughts ; nor are we able to num- 
ber the blessiiigs tliou art conticiuaily iicstowing 
upon us. How much do we owe to thee for the 
quiet sleqp of one night I and bow thankful oxight 
we to be for this single blessing, so constantly im- 
parted to us ! Praised be thy i^ame,. that, when we 
would close our eyes in Jeep^^we are not Iield 
waking I l^ardon^^good XfOrd, our iwratltu^e for 
this, and our maiiy other. undes0t>vea aad unim- 
proved mercies. Look down with tender concern 
on this our aJffiicted brother^ whose ^ase we would 
bear on our hearts at thy mereyfseat. llenew Iiis 
wasted spirits wi^th qopifbrtfible sle^. Compose 
him to a sweet and uftdi^Urbed rest. Refresh mm 
so sensibly, as to tenable him a&ctionfCtcSiy /to ac* 
knowledge thy ipyidness to Jiim in fhis reject 
O may be again ^j^jr the oomfpit of rest amd 
bfJn^y sleep. 

.But, O Lord, if thou .aee fit to.^Qjr or. clelay* 
the blessings give him |>atience.^ and^ranj^ ^thatin 
the multitudeof Kisibdw^te ':fvithin him thy com- 
forts may delight I)is sou^^. If be be siill tossqd on 
a we^isome be4? P,tfaat bis mind may repose it- 
self jn tbylove^ and feel sensible consolation from 
b|^Ven^;\noi only /g[uieting, bat.^greatly r^picing 
bis heairt* 

Preserve, gQod.JUord,,thQ use.of bisfiuders(and- 
ing. Le|; the enemy have no advantage against 
bim, but enable him to say, << iwiU wail^cpatiently 
* '' for the Lord, till he incline his ear unto mi^ and 
** hear my cry." " ^are him, that be inay re- 
<< cover strength before be go hence, and be no 
*^ more seen !" All which we humbly ask in the 
name and for 'the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Amen. 
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A prayer with one who is sick, for a right use qfhis 

Qjfflictiont^ 

JWOSTT mercifiil God, help us to consider, that, 
ia all the dispensations of thy providence, thou 
art ii]$|iite)y wise and sQod. .May this tby aer^Biijt 
be supported aiid ^om^rte^ in bis sickness. Prch 
serve him froi^ t^iie sin of ujpl^Uef in thy prooQJfi^y 
and let ^in;evei; r^ipeinber th^em to bis grefit afid 
e]}dl^%^i»fi>i-t; for thi^ is, tbe< promise tb^t thpu 
h^ prqRQJ4e4 ^fti ^^ea ^cnal life to all wjip. be- 
lieve i?i.U>yil^n Jesup Christ pur Lord^ Si?lp 
hw tpjfi^^yf?!:, th^ afflictipnfif ap^e copnww ^ «M 
men. May he be resigned to d^ v31, aiid r^i^nir 
h^ i)^Q V^^^ atieiaLWfi^ hicQ^ whilst be ieel« the 
afl^otV>99 < ii?Qy he reni^mb^r ^^at istfee. des^ oC 
his sipi mi <:<wpare tb#t with the pai^s wjblck he . 
now w|fei;S> Mi^ he remembei?, that these Mrp^<a9 
of tb}«€^haq^ are fewer tji^n hi%tran^gressioBs,.«d 
light^ th^ his. sins,, tihait, « a Hviiig m^n ^'^vid: 
'' noVoopvplmy a man for the iMini^»9(,^5t4>f his 
" ^^'* though greasy aflaipt^d. May he be e^vpr 
Tprted wi^th, th% thwghtj, t^t. "> these affif^tiqnp, 
« wWdik. ore bflifoT «k ^apment, work; <?ut for ^l. 
*' wt«> Ij^vjB Gpd $,fi|r.BSipre: Receding alnd.i^enj^L. 
« W«i^t of glory>" . ^ . 

his Fftlher^ wd his Qq^. Awii if H s^ld. be tfer 
pIo^Yli:^ toi ^piiire hiiP) a^!^ ri^&tpre h^^t^ l^?|lt(?f. 
mi^. hye^ Ipd Ae g^ ^Jfept oif thi^ smjIh^ss in his, 
fsitim life, and fiWfWheft ^e r^%c)#. op t^, M^ 
" has been good for me that I have been ai9|ct^4 
Thus wgr h^ hff€<W# moE^ eKgn^dft^y lA Ufe^ be 

thy kjn^5^p qf |^y, ttef^jglk Jes^ift q^lt ^^l^ 
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An imi>&riant prayer under apprehensions of God's dUplecL' 
sure, pet with resolutiolu to persevere in soliciting hU 
favour and help. This may be used by the sick himself 
with more propriety than by any other for him. 

LORD God AlmightVi my sins are many, 
my danger great, and my iears are proportionable 
to both. What will become of me to all eternity, 
thou only knowest. Salvation is indeed promised 
to penitent sinners, through the blood of a crucified 
Redeemer ; yet I am terribly afraid I shall never 
be able to get an interest in it. I have many 
doubts and many discouragements^ which one after 
another bre^k in upon me. 

I am greatly distressed, and have scarcely faith 
and hope enough, -O Lord, to put up a prayer to 
thine awful Majesty. I cannot however torbeiar to 
solicit thy compassion^ '< God be merciful to me a 
^< sinner." I see, alas, too frequent cause to ques- 
tion whether I have ever known the grace of God 
in truth, and whether I do not deceive myself in 
reckoning upon that, which I neither am, nor have. 
<« Forsake me not, O my God, be not far from 
<< me." <^ I am afflicted, tossed with tempest, and 
<^not comforted." (Isai. liv. 11.) I am assured 
there is a safe and desirable harbour before me ; 
but^ alas ! at how great a distance am I from it. 

1 liad for manyjfrears no thoughts about it. I 
much doubt and fS^r whether I shall ever rehch it ; 
for I»see methinks the waves swell; and they will 
forcibly prevail against me. " Lord, save me^ or 
" I perish." 

When I reflect on the innumerable bins of my 
heart and life, « I tremble for fear of thee, and am 
" afraid of thy judgments." (P^alm cxix. 120.) 
Yet I must and will try what divine graee will do 
for me. I will cast myself at the feet of infinite 
mercy. If thou, O Lord, shouldest spurn me away, 
I cannot but die then ; and die I must eternally 



253 

if I do not apply to thee. Thou may est perhaps* * 
stretch out the golden sceptre of thy grace, and 
then I shall live. But, whether I live or die, I 
will acknowledge my transgressions, and plead the 
promises and intercession of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that I may obtain mercy. Mercy, O Lord, 
mercy I ask, O let thy mercy come ! " O God, 
" the Father ef heaven, have mercy upon me as a 
" miserable sinner/' and " from thy wrath and 
<< everlasting damnation, good Lord, deliver me.'* 

t3 thou blessed Saviour of t|^ world, sav« me 
from my sins, and all their dismal effects, and re- 
concile me to God. If efver help comes, I know 
it must come from thee. O revive my soul with a 
sense of thy love, the hope of thy full absolution 
Bxtd everlasting sabbath. 

Gracious Father, pardon my heinous provoca- 
tions : enable me to live in a continual fear of of- 
fending thee, and in a strenuous endeavour to 
please thee ; O keep me from the evils I deserve, 
or fear. Above all things leave me not to myself 
to the power of pernicious habits, or strong tempt- 
ations to sin. Hear me, O Lord, hear me ! and 
delivej: me from the bondage of Satan, for thy 
mercy's sake in Jesus Christy our Lord and Sa- 
Tiour. Amen. 

A prayer for obtaining the inestifnable blessings revealed in 

the Gospel, m 

CCJ* This is an important prayer, intended for frequent 
use either by itself, or in conjunction with other 
prayers. 

Vrorh Dt. Dodwell. 

O LORD, who hast not only taught me by the 
doctrine of thy blessed Son, but hast purchased 
me by his blood, and by the efficacy of his merits 
hast reconciled me to thyself, assisting my fallen 

* See Esther iv> 7. 

z 
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."nature, and enabling me bv thy Holy Spiril to 
perform the conditions which thou hast required 
of me, grant that I may ever look on myself m this 
light in which thou hast revealed me to myself; 
and may I neither pray to thee in the form of un* 
instructed heathens, nor in the style of self-suj£- 
<;ient moralists. I come to thee in the name of 
Jesus Christ, through his intercession, whoipa thou 
hast appointed to be our Mediator, and I come to 
pray, that I may be " strengthened with might, 
*^ by thy Spirit in the inner man;** (Epk iii* 16.) 
and that I may nM, by an unholy life, unsuitable 
to my Christian profession, ** grieve that Holy 
** Spirit, whereby I km sealed unto tbe day of re- 
^* demption.'* (Epb. iv. 30.) I desire on all occa- 
sions to address thee thus oy jhy Son and Spirit, 
and to pay the duty and allegiance wl^ich I vowed 
to all the divine persons in form of my admission 
by baptism into thy holy religion, I desire ixi trust 
my body, as well as sou), to the s^me almigbty 
protection ; and under the infirmities of either to 
implore and expect that gracious assistance. 

In thy holy word 1 am taught that 1 was made, 
«nd preserved, as well as redeemed, not only by 
thy power, but by the agency ot thy Son, and the 
operation of the Holy Spirit. By their interposi- 
tion I read, that diseases of the body, as well as 
the mind, were instantly healed ; and after the se- 
paration of ^hese, I am instructed to hope, that 
they will be again united through the san^e al- 
mighty power. I pray therefore, *' that the Spirit 
** of him that raised up Jesus from the dead may 
" dwell in me, that he that raised up Christ from 
" the dead may also quicken my mortal body by bis 
*f Spirit that dwelleth in me.'' (Rom. viii. 11.) 
Grant, <* that I may possess this vessel of my body 
*^ in sanctification and honour;*' (1 Thess. iv. 4.) 
and that I may enjoy it in security and comfort. 
Preserve me by the atonement of thy Son, and as- 
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sistance of thy Spirit, from all sin and miseryv 
Prevent pains and perils from assaulting me, or 
remove them from me, or convert them to my 
final advantage. Grant likewise, that in all events, 
'^ my whole body, soul, and spirit may be preserved 
^^ blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus 
«^ Christ;" (1 Thess. v. 23.) to whom, with thee 
and the Holy Ghost, be ascribed, as is most justly 
due, all praise, honour, and glory, now and foe 
evei\ Amen. 

A Collect from the Litany Service, for trust and confidence 
iu God's mercy ; to be added to any other prayer, or 
used separaielii, 

WE hunably beseech thee,.0 Father, mercifully 
to look upon our infirmities, and for the glory of 
thy name turn from us all those evils which we 
most righteously have deserved; and grant that 
we may put our whole trust and confidence in thy 
mercy, and evermore serve thee in holiness and 
pureness of living, to thy honour and glory, through 
our only Mediator and Advocate, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 



A Colleetfor the imitation of Christ, being the Collect for 
the Sunday next before Easter; to be added to any othef: 
prayer, or used separately. 

ALMIGHTY and everlasting God, who of thy 
tender love to mankind hast sent thy Son our Sa- 
viour Jesus Christ to take upon him our flesh, and 
to 0ufler death upon the cross, that all mankind 
should follow the example of his great humility ; 
mercifully grant, that we may both follow the 
example of his patience, and also be made partakers 
of bis resurrection, through the same Jesus Christ. 
ourLord^ Amen. 

z a 
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A Colled for the pardon of tin, being the Collect for the 
twelfth Sunday after Trinity 3 to be added to any other 
prayer, or used separately, 

. ALMIGHTY and everlasting Grod^ who ai*t al- 
ways more ready to hear than we to pray, and art 
wont to give more than either we desire or deserve, 
pour down upon us the abundance of thy mercy ; 
forgive us those things, whereof our conscience is 
afraid ; and give us uiose good things,«which we 
are not worthy to ask, but through the merits and 
mediation of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A Collect for support in death, taken from the Burial 
Service ; tq be added to any other prayer , or used sepa- 
rately, 

IN the midst of life we are in death : of whom 
may we seek for succour, but of thee, O Lord, 
who for our sins art justly displeased ! Yet, 
Lord God most holy, O Lord most mighty, 
holy and most merciful Saviour, deliver us not 
into the bitter pains of eternal de$ttb. Thou 
knowest. Lord, the secrets of our hearts, shut not 
thy merciful ears to our prayers; but spare us, 
Lord most holy, O God most mighty, O holy and 
merciful Saviour, thou most worthy Judge eternal, 
suffer us not at our last hour for any pains oi 
death to fall from thee. Amen. 

A prayer with a woman, for her- preservation during the 
time of child-bearing ; which may be added to any other 
prayer, or used separately, 

vT E beg, O Lord, that this our fellow-creature, 
during her present circumstances, may be the ob- 
ject of thy tender care. Employ the same power 
and goodness which have given her strength to 
conceive^ to bear up till tne appointed hour of 
delivery ; and give her strength to bring forth* 
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Be not far off from her when trouble is near. 
Make her pains supportable, and bring her safely 
through them, that she may see the fruit of her 
womb with joy, forget her sorrows, and rejoice 
that a child is born into the world. 

Prepare her and us for whatever event thou 
shalt ordain : and however thou shalt deal with her 
at present, let her soul be safe in the day of the 
Lord Jesus; yet with submission we beg her life,' 
that she may be saved in the perilous time of child- 
bearing; and, being raised up, may she concur in 
educating her children in holiness, faithfiiln ess, 
sobriety, the saving knowledge of God, and in the 
faith and love of Jesus Christ, his Son, and our 
Redeemer. Amen. 

Ji prayer with awomcm after $he has. been safely delivered 
of a child, which may be added to any other prayer, or 
used separately,^ 

W E give thee most humble and hearty thanks, 
O Lord, for thy great goodness to this our fellow- 
creature, ^hou hast mercifully appeared for her, 
and preserved her through the painful hour of 
child-birth, and made her the living mother of a 
living child. Perfect thy mercy in the entire re- 
newal of her health and strength ; and, being de- 
livered from her fears and dangers, may she ma- 
nifest the gratitude of her heart oy the piety of her 
life and conversation. May both the roots and 
branches be long spared to one another, and the 
world. May the parents be enabled to bring up 
their children in the fear of God, to their mutud 
joy and rejoicing in the day of the Lord Je&us 
Christ.. Amen. 

An addition to any other prayer for the recovery ofa^sicS 
child y (see p. 3Q.) or it may he used separately, 

O LORD, we humbly beseech thee, mercifully to 
regard this little one, who is now greatly afflict^ 

z 3 
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with a bodily disorder. We earnestly pray, (yet 
with sabmission to thy will,) that thou wouldest 
render effectual the means which are now using 
forXhe rem6val of his distemper; and grant unto 
his relations and irieqds the desire of their hearls 
in his recovery. More especially we pray, if tbbu 
sbalt be graciously pleas^ to spare him, that he 
may live to the glory of thee, his great preserver. 
But, whatever shall ne the issue of this visitation, 
endue ^e minds of those, whom it moi^e mearly 
concerns, with resignation to the appointment of 
thy providence, anof may their souls be profited by 
it, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen, 

An addition to any other pratjerfor the forgiveness of^nn, 
and for pewer to resist it i or it may. be used separately 
bif tJie 9ick person himself, or by any other, for him, 

JM OST gracious Qod, whatever sins in thoughf^ 
word, or deed, I have th,is day, or at any other 
time, committed; whatever duties to thee, my 
iiei^libour, or myself, I have omitted ; ^d in what* 
ever instances my temper ox behaviour liave been 
displeasing to thee, X earnestly beseecb thee to 
forgive : and may I be enabled by t^y grace to be 
more upon my guard against offending thee for 
the time to come. Hfar me, O Lord, hear me, 
answer, own, and accept me for thy mercy's sake 
in Christ Jesusj^ my Redeemer and Advocatew 
A^le^, , 

An addition to any other prayer for mercy and grace, (or 
ii may be used separately,) either by the sick person him^ 
self, or by any other for him. 

viLORY be to thee, O Lord, who dost not spurn 
sinners from thy presence, but invitest them to draw 
«igh to thee. Blessed be thy name, that thou hast 
not left me in doubtful suspense to ask how I shall 
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come before thee, or how I shall be accepted of 
the most high God ? The way is plain in thy holy 
word: Chnst is this way; who has assured me, 
that ** no man cometh unto the Father but by 
*« him.** (John xiv. 6.) May I now be enabled, 
through him as an Intercesw, <^ to come boldly, 
" with confidence of heart and liberty of speech, to 
<^ the throne of grace, that I may find mercy, as a 
^< miserable sinner, and obtain grace to help me, 
** as a needy creature." (Heb. iv. 16.) Let me 
find mercy to pardon my sins, and grace to sanc- 
tify, comfort, and refresh my soul. Both mercy 
and grace are from thee, O Lord, the Father Al- 
mighty: may both flow to me through Jesus 
Christ, the Son of thy love, by the power of thy 
Holy Spirit Amen. 

An addition to any other prayer, (or it may be used sepa- 
rately ,) for one in a lingering illness^ which may be used 
either by himself, or by another for him. 



direct our supplications to thee, O Lord, in 
behalf of this our sick brother, who has long been 
in a state of affliction. If thou seest fit, remove 
the stroke of thy hand from him, and make him 
glad through thy restoring mercy. Above all we 
pray, that thou wouldest ^^e him such a measure 
of patience as he may further want; and from all 
his bodily sufferings, may he receive that spiritual 
improvement, which, through thine abundant 
grace^ shall cause them to turn to his everlasting 
joy. Amen, 

jin addition to any other prayer (or it may be used sepa^ 
rately)for the speedy recovery of a sick person* s health. 

▼V E particularly implore thy mercy, Q Lord, to 
this our brother, who is now afflicted in body. If 
it seem good in thy-eight, bless the means which 



260 

are used for the removal of his disease, and speed% 
restore him to health and usefulness. Enable him 
'< in patience to possess his soul/' and to resign 
himself to thine all-wise disposal. And may every 
disease which we feel in ourselves, or observe in 
others, make us mom sensible of the frailty of our 
nature, and engage us to apply our hearts with 
greater diligence to that wisdom, which will pre- 
pare us for death and eternity. Amen. 

An addUkm to any other prayer {or it may be uied'sepa- 
rdtely)for one who is aged and infirm, 

j3E thou, O Lord, the strength of the heart of 
this our brother, who is labouring under the in- 
firmities of age anc^ declining nature. May the 
principles of faith and hope give that firmness and 
vigour of mind, which shall enable it through thy 
grace to sustain the decays of bodily strength. 
And, while ** the outward man perisheth, may the 
** inward man be renewed day by day." Amen. 

A prayer which may be used by one who has been sick, after 

a recovery. See p. 146. 

qCjT Has Gocl mercifully restored you to health ? Surely 
you can not doubt the obligations you lie under to be 
thankful for it. ShoCting indeed, that out of ten 
lepers cleansed, only one should return to give 
glory to God. See Luke xvii. 17- But take care 
that you follow not the example of the nine 5 for 
instances of such ingratitude are too common. After 
recovery therefore, use the following or the like 
prayer. 

JxlOST gracious and merciful God, the fountain 
of life, I return thee humble and hearty thanks for 
having spared me, when I deserved no mercy* I 
adore thee as the Author of my cure, and praise 
thee fbr the success thou hast given to those ap- 
plications, which were the means of effecting it. 
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May I remember the chastisements, the instruc- 
tions, and the deliverance I have received; and 
may I be enabled to perform the good resolutions 
I made in my sickness. 

As thou bast condescended to hearken to the 
prayer of so sinful a creature, may I call upon 
thee as long as I live. Being made whole, may I 
go *and sin no more, lest a worse thing come 
*^ unto me." Having known the bitterness of aP- 
fliction, may I pity and endeavour to relieve those 
who labour under it : and may I never forget my 
obligations to thee, and all the kindness of those 
about me, whom I humbly recommend to thy con- 
tinual protection and everlasting favour, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord and only Saviour. Amen. 

Another prayer j which may be used ivith one after a recovery. 

See page 151. 

O MERCIFUL Preserver of men, who healcst 
all our diseases, and savest us from the power of 
death, we bless thy name for thy great goodness 
vouchsafed to this our fellow-creature, in his re- 
covery from the distemper with which thou hast 
been pleased to afflict him. Give him a deep and 
lasting sense of this instance of thy sparing mercy, 
and enable him and us so lo improve the blessing 
of health whilst thou continuest it with us, that we 
may become every day better fitted to sustain the 
infirmities which thou shalt be pleased to lay on 
us; and may we both living and dying be accepted 
by thee. 

O thou heavenly Physician, who hast healed his 
body, heal his soul also : recover- it from every 
sinful disorder; <^ comfort him, and stablish him in 
** every good word and work." (2 Thess. ii. 17.), 
As thou hast given him space to repent, and to 
make himself more ready for the coming of Christ, 
incline his heart to improve his prolonged tjme 
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particulars perhaps may not be executed to his sa- 
tisfaction, or be agreeable to his ideas. 

Whoever thinks a faultless book to see^ 
Thinks what ne'er vras, nor is, nor e'er shall be. 

Pope's Essay on Criticism, 

Few, it is presumed, can have the vanity to think 
themselves exempted from imperfectiims, errors, 
and mistakes. 
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